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THE RAVENSHAVIAN

:

Universily Reform and the smaller Universities.

Yol. X1V} éﬁn
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It is human nature to seek for reform and to attempt to brepk
through the fetters of a past tradition in order to achieve something
higher than a state of things to which we are accustomed, Every
reform is of the nature of an experiment—an innovation which can only
be judged after it has been tried for many years and so it is almost
impossible to say at the very outset whether a reform will lead to any
good results, Every body has his own Morrison’s pills—-his own
patent panaceas for all the evils real or imaginary that he finds
around him and in these days of democracy these remedies are some-
times accepted as true reforms only if they have the backingof a
numerically greater number of persons or the clamorous agitation of a
vocal section of the populace.

The craze for University reform is one of these much talked
of directions in which educationists and pseudo-educationists have
sought for many years past to introduce their pet theories into diffe-
rent academical centres and in grappling with a living modern
problem of this nature we are faced with ideas and theories of which
the results can hardly be foreseen and which therefore can never be
correctly gauged and truly appreciated. And yet the University is
hardly the right place for any experiments for it provides the highest
possible education for the future leaders of the nation and is thus the
one centre from which the whole nation draws its life-blood.

In India, the University holds a wunique position, because it is
the only centre of education and training for the whole nation. The

i
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countenance any proposal by which the examinations would be made
stiffer or the percentage of success would become less.

There is therefore a suspicion that every cry for University
reform is associated with this desire to cheapen degrees, The establish-
ment of sectarian Universities where only a particular community of
students is taught by teachers belonging to that community, the
creation of residential Universities where the teacher who has mixed
with the students for a certain period is himself the examiner (and
who cannot therefore out of justice to himself fail a higher percentage
because his work is in a way judged by the examination results!)
and the introduction of special subjects leading to easier examinations
and higher marks under a garb of opening up newer avenues of
culture may be regarded as instances of this desire. There is no
value in a degree and University Ii/e as it is understood in England
is far above the University degrp-es which the students secure there
at the end of the term but in India where the degree is accepted as
the principal aim in education any plan by which these degrees will
be cheapened must naturally produce evil results, The acate unemploy-
ment and distress of the Bengalee graduate is one of the direct results
of a policy pursued in the Calcutta University some years ago by which
more than 80% of examinees passed the Matriculation Examination
and under which it became very difficult and almost impossible for
students to pass in the third division. Cheapening of the University
degree introduces a false sense of values in society and yet this isa
thing which js not avoided by the reformers.

The reformers want more Universities—preferably small Uni-
versities of a residential type. Thisis in imitation of the west and
yet this is not altogether without its drawbacks, With a residential
type of the University the life of the students becomes more cultured,
a quiet atmosphere of study may be created by the students coming in
touch with the teachers (—provided of course that these are real
teachers and not those who are resting on their laurels) and the
students may benefit by a close association with the best men of the
age but this is possible only when the University is rich and liberal
enough to provide for such association. Where on the other band g
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it is spent in maintaining high paid officers and magnificent buildings
as if big buildings and satisfied officers can make up for the defects
in a University. More serious than this is the waste of ability in
the teachers because, when on the one hand ordinary College teachers
are made University Professors by reason of their seniority their
vanity is satisfied and they merely carry on their own routine duties
and on the otherhand when a good scholar is appointed to one of
these artificial Universities he finds his attainments and qualifications
exceptional and “adopts a certain loftiness of attitude due to the
consciousness of the brilliance of a recently completed academic career
or simply to that distance, which in other walks of life separates
the specialist from the general practitioner.” This loftiness makes
him vain and idle and a carcer which would have become fruitful
if placed in an atmosphere of brilliant scholars degenerates into a
selfsatisfied and conceited pedantry, The waste in the students is
however the most serious effect of such an arrangement. Without
real competition with the best products of the other parts of the
country at any stage of their life, what real incentive can the students
have to study! Where the best boy in a College is automatically
the best boy in the University and where racial, communal, and other
non-educational matters may be taken into consideration in allotting
marks, the students—the products of the smaller Universities-—hecome
self-sufficient and self-conscious and strenuous work for a keen and
wide competition becomes unnecessary in their lives, This has a
baneful effect on their character and makes their College life useless
to them.

The smaller Universities, in this way, serve very little useful
purpose and it is cheaper in the end to send all deserving students -
intending to prosecute higher studies to a distant University than to
provide them with Universities at their door and tempt them to join
a College merely because it isso near to their homes. Facilities for
higher education must be provided, but it is useless to provide these
in such a way that higher education is thereby killed and buried
under a mass of glorified departments. Every subdivision may not
have a College and so every province may not have a University and
itisnot a happy thing that interprovincial jealousies will result ig
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with the teaching of the highest classes have to be carefully chosen
and highly paid. Up-to-date and well-stocked Iibraries, costly and
thoroughly equipped laboratories, highly paid specialists and facilities
for research cannot be forthcoming at the sweet will of a particular
section of the people and without these a University may satisfy
the vanity of racial or communal fanatics ‘but does not deserve this
noble name. Even when the money may be forthcoming it will be .
an insane policy to duplicate these things in different centres just as
it is undesirable to sacrifice efficiency for the sake of placating a
particular section of the people. Centralisation of higher teaching
must always be aimed at and it is exactly here that the jealousy
between the different parts of the province stands on the way and
the cry is raised up that the cstablishment of a central teaching
University at Patna will go against the interests of the external
Colleges. The external Colleges will no doubt suffer if the Patna
University developes into a teaching University but this is inevitable
if real higher education is aimed at for such an education cannot be
provided at ones door merely for the asking. The Honours and
postgraduate classes in external Colleges hardly serve their purpose and
the way in which these courses should be taught is very different from
any arrangement which can possibly be made by the external Colleges,
Of course if a sham higher education is aimed at with a bloated
routine and a pompous parade of classes and departments we have
nothing to say, but how far this is consistent with the real interests
of the Country we shall leave others to judge. A purely examining
University is out of date and serves very little useful purpose but a
teaching University is only possible where people do not clamour for
the higher appointments to be made on communal grounds, where
non-educationists do not meddle with educational matters, where an
impartial and independent body selects the best possible teachers on
attractive salaries and provides them with good libraries and labora-
tories and where keen students are encouraged to study hard for
widening the range of their knowledge and not merely seek-degrees to
clamour for lucrative appointments. There is a conflict of interest
between the external Colleges and the internal College in the present
arrangement and there is uo solution which will satisfy all parties
and yet provide real higher education of the right type.
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good health., Many of the students were ili formed and ricketty,
many were suffering from malnutrition, many others were the victims
of preventible chronic diseases and most of them were without any
stamina, Now good health is one of the essential things in human
life and if our system of education leads us in a direction which
results in physical deterioration the system of education ought to be
thoroughly examined and changed. Our students have to run to their
schools and Colleges after snatching a hasty meal and dipping quickly
in a pond or river for a minute or two. They cannot take any tiffin
during the school and College hours and return home tired and jaded -
by their work in the schools. Bad food, adulterated articles, complete
ignorance of the primary rules of health, heavy meals of food which
contain no vitamins and little nutrition, ill regulated habits, heavy
work immediately after food all these rob them of their health and
vitality and make the average student a weak and pitiable speeimen
of humanity, Compulsory drills cannot make them healthy because
these drills have to be gone through after the fatigue of the wholeday
and games like football and hockey injure the health of the average
student because they are unsuitable to the Indian climate. Life in
the hostels makes the student addicted to tea which is pernicions to
the health of the average inhabitant of India, he sips poison and
pays for it because that is the fashion among his friends, he learns to
smoke, he squanders his money in purchasing delicious but harmful
tiffins from the sweetmeat vendor of the hostels. The students
hesitate to take their healthy country articles of tiffin in the palatial
houses Lt up by electricity where they live and the result is that
they become fops and dandies but weak and unhealthy, Something
must be done to check the deterioration of the health of students and’
as a beginnir g every student in the schools and the Colleges should be

regularly exomined by qualified medical officers and his health watched
and recorded.

The Headmaster of the R. M. Rai Academy brought a proposal

before the Joint Board of studies in the Indian vernaculars that as the
knowledge in the vernaculars is deteriorating, steps

"The VBi'nh.etilars should be taken to set questions on literature from
: recommended text hooks in the Vernacular paper and
to brmg to alevel the papers in the different Vernaculars set in the

University examinations.
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Professor Parija’'s speech in the Legislative -
Council on the Patna University
Amendment Act,

Sir, after having heard the speeches of the distinguished Vice
Chancellor and the hon’ble members on the otherside I have nothing
more to add except clearing the position of the teachers who have
been chastised by Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath and also making clear
my position as regards the interest of the external Colleges which I
represent. I fully agree with my hon'ble friend Babu Baldeva Sahay
when he quoted my opinion regarding the virtues of residential Uni-
versities. I still adhere to those views, but I am here to point out
that the Bill which he has brought forward is not an instrument
which will bring about the desired results. In his zeal to bring about
this result he proposes to erect a machinery which has already
produced friction and irritation all round. About the defective
clauses of the Bill much has heen said. The first of the defects is the
question of the Chancellorship, It has been said that there is no
objection to having the Minister for Education as the Chancellor of
the University. To my mind it is really pernicious. The Minister
belongs to a political party and it is reasonable to expect that in
time responsible government will be given to the provinces and that
under an adverse vote in the Council the Minister will vacate office
and thereby the University will be without a Chancellor or will
have a new Chancellor. It sometimes happens even in some of the
countries of the West that they have got five governments in as
many weeks, and if this happens in this province we will have the
curious prospect of having five Chaucellors of the University in as
many wecks, It does not matter who the Chancellor is but he
must be there for a sufficient number of years in order to have

continuity of the policy of the University. On that ground I am
opposed to the Minister for Education being Chancellor ex-officio,

Next comes the question of the Vice-Chancellor. Rai Bahadur
Dwarka Nath has brought us to task for having voted for a

S
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Coming next to the details of representation, we have got
the representation of the district boards and the municipalities. I
heg to submit that the district boards deal with primary education
and middle English education, and they have no interest at stake in
the University; and if they do have, they have got their representati-
ves in the Council which will send representatives to the Senate, as
it is proposed that a man from every division will be there in the
Senate tosafeguard the interests of the district boards. However,
thatis a minor point. The Madras University has got represent-
ation on the Senate from thedistrict hoards and municipalities, But -
later on Dr. Pramatha Nath Banerji's hill was introduced in the
Council of Bengal, and the Select Committee of the Bengal Legis-
lative Council discarded this representation thinking that it was
not necessary,

The next point is about the question of external Colleges. That
to my mind is really the trouble in this Bill. When the University
takes over the Colleges at Patna, I feel thata good deal of readjust-
ment of the various Colleges will be necessary, specially in the
relations between the Patna College and the Bihar National College.
The author of the Bill means to have co-ordination of teaching,
namely, distribution of the various subjects in the two or three
Colleges. But if the Bihar National College remains as it is at
present, I helieve it will be difficult to make any rearrangement at
all, The Patna College will continue to attract better teachers and
better students, and uuless the pay and prospects of the teachers of
the Bihar National College are brought on a par with the pay and
prospects of the teachers of the Patna College ,it is not likely that
good people will be attracted to the Bihar National College. At
present there are good people in the Bihar National College, simply
because it is now a private institution, and they are serving there
from a sense of patriotism and self-sacrifice ; but as soon as the Bihar
National College is taken over by the University these teachers
will be smarting under a grievance, and they will say that while the
Patna College and the Science College staffs are enjoying better pay and
prospects, why should they do the same work without demanding
equal pay. Unless, therefore, the University readjusts the pay and



THE RAVENSHAVIAN 15

are likely to suffer. It is almost certain that they will suffer. Suppos-
ing the mover of the Bill says that Government have got the power
of veto. If that be so then the purpose of the Bill will bedefeated, If
Government veto the demand of the Upjversity then what is the object
of this Bill. If the University dose not get the money where are the
funds to carry on the work, There isa dilemma. If Government
veto our demands then we suffer, that is, the external Colleges suffer.
If Government veto the demand of the University the University
suffers.

They will attach more weight to the demand of the University than
to the demand of the Ravenshaw College and thereby external Colleges
are likely to suffer. If it is said that we are unnecessarily nervous we
have got the experience of that oft-quoted example of the Allahabad
University. 1 know from a reliable person, who is a friend of mine
and who was in the Execative Council himself that the Allahabad
University used to receive a grant of about 7 lakbs of rupees and the
external Colleges only, got twenty thousand out of this large sum,
that is, less thap one-thirtieth of the wholesum, If that was the
position in the case of the Allahabad Univergity will it be any
better in this province should we receive adequate money ¢ The
next point of friction hetween external and internal Colleges will
be regarding the representation of external Colleges. The only
external College which has come nearest supporting the Bill is
Greer Bhumihar Brahman College of Muzaffarpur and what is their
grievance ¢ The only grievance is that their Principal is not represented
on the Syndicate. He must be there as ex-officio as the Principal of
the Ravenshaw College is and the demand is the same from all Colleges,
Is it likely that ina Syndicate of seventeen as the Bill proposes, there will
be representatives from all the Colleges? It is not likely, Therefore there
will be friction as regards the representation of external Colleges on the
Syudicate,

The next guestion is about the money as | have already told
you; and then the third gnestion wiil be the differentiation of the value
to 2 man who passes from the Patna College or from one of the inter-
nal Colleges and a man who passes from one of the external Colleges,
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unnecessarily nervous, but they have got the experience of other
Universities. I have got iriends who have got experience of more
than one University, of the type proposed and they say that they have
not got the sense of security. Of course, I have not the experience of
these Universities; but in whatever little I have seen really there is no
sense of security. The teachers not only of any particular race or
creed, but teachers in general, and even the children of the soil feel

nervous about it.

I do not know why—hecause they say that they have got
experience of other Universities and they do not poseess the same
sense of security as they have in Government Colleges managed as
they are at present. That is all [ have to say.

AN~

The following is the substance of the
Principal's Speech on the College
Commemoration Day.

i

It is my pleasant task to welcome to the College those old boys
who have been able to visit us this year. I myself have only recently
come here, and consequently 1 do not know many of them personally,
but I hope gradually to remedy this deficiency on my part. I have
also great pleasure in welcoming our distinguished guest, Professor
Radhakrishnan, He has come here at considerable personal inconveni-
ence to address us; and you are all anxious to hear him. I shall not
therefore delay you for long. It is however the custom, on these
occasions, that the Principal should give, for the benefit of the old
boys, a brief resume of the events of importance which have taken

place during the past twelve months.

We have at first to congratulate the Raja of Kanika upon
his appointment to the Executive Council of His Exceliency the
Governor. The Raja has for a considerable time been intimately
connected with the College; not only is he a member of our Governing

3
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free-studentsh:ps and the Bocial Service Guild ete, a sum of about
Rs. 19,000/ is available anaually.

During the year research work bas been done in Chemistry,
Mathematics, Botany, and Oriya. In the Chemistry laboratory, two
research scholars have been working under Dr, B, K. Siugh; and it is
hoped that, next year, a research scholar may be sanctioned in the
Botanical laboratory. An application has been made to Government
for permission to apply to the University for the admission of the
College in the Honours courses in Science; and we trust this application
will be sanctioned whea the provincial finances permit. While on this
subject, I may mention that Mr. Parija has received the distinction of
being appointed President of the Botanical Section of the Indian Science
Congress for 1930.

In the library, a new rule has been introduced, permitting old
boys of the College to use it on certain conditions. The library
catalogue is now being printed; the Ist, 2nd and 8rd volumes
(ENcL1sH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, PmiLosorHY, Hisrory and
Economics) have been completed, and the 4th volume (LAw) is now
in the press. The library is kept open in the morning before College
hours from 8 A, M. to 10 A. M.; and during College hours from
11-15 A, M. to 4-15P. M,

The Social Service Guild is doing good work and has given
about Rs. 900/- this year to assist poor students. Students who
receive assistance are now required to execute bonds, whereby they.
pledge themselves to return the money which they have received, as
soon as their financial position permits, During the floods in 1927, a
number of students, led by members of the staff, visited the distressed
areas, and gave assistance by means of their labour and money.

A few changes have taken place in the College compound since
you last met. A garage has been constructed, near the main entrance,
which will accommodate eight carriages. A new tennis court has been
constructed. A piece of land, behind thequarters originally constructed
for members of the Subordinate Educational Service, has been
transferred from the Irrigation Department; and the compound of
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who misrepresent a poet through prejudice.  The editors might have
fought shy of their actual convictions when the evidence of many a
manuseript regarding particular lines might have been overwhelming
so they might have left them as they were in the manuseripts or might
have made slight chatges here and there in order to make the unintelli-
gible lines yield some sense. But they must have tried to do justice to
the poet as much as was possible for themin the light of the ecritical
conscience and literary outlook of our country some forty or fifty years
ago. They certainly did not play the part of the three Tailors of the
Tooley street in the domain of Oriya literature and ‘as pioneers in the
field bardly deserve the hard words used by the present editor.

Secondly the age of the poet—The editor has spared no pains
to try every possible source to gather information and procure materi-
als for this section. His attempt to dissipate some wrong ideas
regarding the age of the poet has been successful, as one will find here
a sufficiently convincing account of the poet and his time, The proce-
dure be has adopted in this section though familiarly known to
University men and though followed by our writers in historical
literature is a new thing so far as a purely literary work is concerned,

Thirdly the summary of all the chapters in the book. This is
no doubt a novel feature and a helpful one, as it will give the readers
a connected idea of the whole story, It were better if all the chapters
were summarised in one place instead of being scattered over many

pages as transition may chill the interest of the readers and make
them forget the connecting links.

Lastly the section containing dissertations on the chapters.
This is a tempting item at the end of a long menwv; but how much
it will be relished by the reading public remains to be seen. It is
purely theological in tonme, Theology is alive with interest for
students of religion and for those who weighed down by miseries and
disappointments of every description long for its comforting consola-
tion. It does not lack interest for those also who roll in luxury and
live in clover, It interested Gautama Buddha, Shilvadra and Atisa,
who were all priuces,
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It is for all this that we said above that our editor’s learned
discussion in this section will not be accepted by the reading public
generally and the student community particularly. Students read with
all earnestness fairy lore, supernaturalism, and many other isms for
examination purposes. The editor would have created in the students
a passing interest for this section if he had brought it under some ism
and outlined his discussion in a separate section instead of subjoining it
to the summary on each chapter, His motive in bestowing so much
care on this section is a laudable one as when appreciated it promises
to encourage right emotions, Every great poet or thinker is a bit of a
mystic (WTaETQt or NATEY) Mysticism is an illuminated vision of the
world. Itis held by some to be a temper and not a system of
philosophy. A mystic holds that when reason fails to solve the
mysteries of the universe, revelation comes to man’s aid, gives him new
information and opens up a new world before him. He believes before
he knows. The vision comes to different mystics through different
paths——such as Nature, Beauty, Wisdom, Love, Devotion. It come to
our poet through love and devotion, although he betrays the temper of
a philosophical mystic at times. He was not a nature mystic like
Wordsworth as revelation of divinity did not come to him through
Nature, nor was he a beauty mystic like Keats. Like Crashaw and
others he points the love of the soul for God in the terms of passionate
human love in a different form and sees the presence of the divine in all
things—the divine being according to him is Shrikrishna or Banamalee
lodging below in human mould. He i1s ambidextrous in confronting
and weaving together philosophical mysticism and erotic mysticism in
the self-same chapter.

. Mangal dipika (Notes on the text). The learned editor has tried
to explain difficult words, phrases, long abandoned expressions and
localvariants by laying under contribution the Sanskrit lexicons and
local dialects. The notes give ample proof of his careful research
although in some stray cases the meaning has been overstrained,
In such cases he does not seem to be very near the true explanation.
Pace the learned editor it may be said that scrupulous accuracy,
and careful atteation which have won him a name seem to be wanting
in those cases, Perhaps a little more judgment might have cleared



THE RAVENSHAVIAN 25

Defence of a murderer.

A

Before we discuss the subject atlength it will not be out of
place here to say something ahout the duty of an advocate or a lawyer
to his clients as the subject comes under the broad head of this
‘topic.

: Now as regards the duty of an advocate to his clients I wish to

divide it into two parts namely duties which an advocate owes to
clients in general as distinct from duties that he owes to the
individual client in each case. As today's subject matter comes
under the provionce of the latter I need not say much about the
former. Suffice it to say that an advocate should have all the
qualifications that are required not only for his success in life but also
in order that he may he able to discharge faithfully, his duties to the
entire satisfaction of the client-world at large.

. Next comes the [atter aspect of the question and here again we
must divide it, for our convenience, into two subdivisions namely the
duty of a lawyer to his client where the client—happens to have a
cause of action against another, that is, he is a plaintiff and complai-
nant or where the client is a defendant or accused.

Let us pause here for a moment to know the impositions of
legislature of different countries upon legal practitioners as to their
obligation to accept the cases that come to them. The question
is whether an advocate is bound to accept every case that is
offered him and justified in taking up every case that may come
in his way. Opinions differ in England and America and European
countries generally take the view that American lawyers are
disposed to treat the profession of law in pretty same light as
that of a trade. But English lawyers are of opiuion that an advo-
cate is bound to give his help to every one who goes to him, no
matter, whatever the nature of the case may be. It is the duty of
the advocate to place himself at the service of every litigant, who is

not able to conduct his own case, for mauifestation of his skill of
4
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the facts of murder from the admission of a client who takes shelter
under him and when the case comes to him for defence without any
such confession of guilt on the part of the accused. ‘

In the latter circumstances the advoeate hes got an impera-
tive duty to defend the case upon the facts as stand at the time,

Our topic comes under the head of law and we should discuss
it from the legal stand-point apart from what moral principle under-
lies it. The province of morality is quite different from that of law.
A man may be a bad husband and bad father, a bad guardian without
coming into conflict with the rules of a single law, He may be an
extortionate landlord, a wasteful tenant, a hard dealer, and unreli-
able tradesman and yet the legal machinery of the country may be
quite powerless to stimulate or chastise him. Similarly a murderer
might be said tobe devoid of morality whereas he might be justified
in the eye of law, He might have murdered a man while exercising
the right of private defence. Although the rules of morality cannot
excuse him for his crime as the spirit of non-violence is the doctrine of
morality or sufferance is the best qualification for attaining highest
morality, law can not punish him unless he has violated the rules of
Inw in the exercise of right of private defence if he has not exceeded
the limit.

Of course there has been a great deal of controversy and
difference of opinion as to whether a lawyer may refuse to undertake
the defence of an accused in some circumstances. Letus first of all
know what are the different circumstances in which a lawyer may
refuse to defend an aecused—say a murderer. It is said that when an
advocate is an eye witness to the offence and he is made a  witness he
has the right to refuse the case. But what should be the case when
an advocate is approached to defend a case in which he has not been
made a witpess though he has really seen the comumission of offence
hefore his eyes. Some are of opinion that even in this case the
advocate should refuse to defend it because he has personal knowledge
of the offence. But in my opinion he should not because the advocate
is not aware of all the circumstances that have led to the commission
of crime, There might have been mysterious cricumstances yet

U
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client can, no doubt, demand a particular right to be pressed but he
has no right to advise his advocate as to the manner of pressing it.

Ordinarily the ruleis that before an advocate takesup the
task of defending a case of murder or any grievous offence he has to
weigh the chances or probabilities of winuing it from the facts of the
case by means of his professional art and he accordingly determines
whether he should under the circumstances hold brief or not—no matter
whatever personal knowledge of his client's guilt he might bave, $o if
he feels confident of his own power to overcome the difficulteis that are
likely to arise in the course of trial he may accept the brief. No legis-
lature, however, can take into task an advocate who refuses to under-
take defence on the ground of his personal incapabilities,

From the fact, that in undefended cases, thatis, when ina
criminal case the accused is not defended by any one—it might be due
to poverty of the aceused or to the plapable inhumanity on the part of
the perpetrator (the accused)—the Court employs a lawyer on behalf of
the accused simply because it would he injustice to try a case by hearing
one side of it as represented by the prosecution, it appears that an advo-
cate does not act illegally in undertaking the defence of a murderer,
The advocate has no right to refuse to defend a murder case when he is
asked by the Court to do so on the mere pretext that he is convinced
of the guilt of the accnsed, the client having confesged before him, No
doubt, the advocate may refuse or, say, every advocate refuses to hold
brief for defence because he feels the bitter pangs of his conscience 10
defend the murderer after hearing his confession. Butcan he decline
to defend the accused when the Court has requested him to appear for
defence ¢ Certainly not, he shail be punished if heis unable to show
sufficient cause for declination. This is not only an exigency to satisfy
the demand of the time which keeps pace with the development of
social and moral ideas but also to be found in ancient codes of ethics of
legal profession, Cicero thus saysi— It is allowableto defend crimi-
nals. The people desire it; custom allows it; humanity enjoins it.

We should not have a mistaken notion of attributing immora-
lity or illegality to a lawyer espousing the cause of murderer after he
has heard the confession of the criminal, The advocate does not
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particular case is injustice to the community or class, Moreover the
advocate is not supposed to usurp the functions of the Court. Heis
to help the Court to adminster justice according to the prescribed forms
of law, What the advocate thinks to he unjust might be proved just
attheend of a trial. The profession of law demands that an advocate
should always render his help to the needy and he cannot do other-
wise than what his profession reguires of him. Is it not injustice on the
part of a lawyer who refuses to take up the defence of a murderer on

the ground of justice when he is required by his profession to advocate
the cause of the helpless 4

The law muat punish those criminals whose offence is proved
heyond the least shadow of doubt strictly according to its provisions.
Hence the duty of an advocate is toseethat every bit of evidence given
in support of provinga crime is strictly according to the requirements
of law and nothing is ylolated nor theaccused is punished according to
the proofs established after improper investigation of the evidence. Isit
not injustice, nay,a crime, to allow an accused to be punished hecause his
guilt was proved out of prosecution evidence which remained unchalleng-
ed owing to theadvocate’s refusal toundertake defence. Of course
anadvocate can not agree to defend a murderer. I have already said
that if the advocate has personal knowledge of the murder and he has
heen cited an witness on behalf of the prosecution he can refuse to
defend the accused, Then again, an advocate is entitled to refuse
defence when he sces that in order to defend bhe will have to fabricate
evidence based on falsehood.

The advocate can proceed on what he believes to be just and
right butcan not uphold a cause which is villanous. Even in the
course of irial if an advocate discovers that his client's instructions are
false and he is defending the accused upon a mistaken notion of the
facts, he should give up defence.

There may be clients who are so wicked that they pretend to
confess their guilt in order to excite pity and then win the favour
of the advocate but ultimately they are detect®d in the course of
defence and the advocate is put between the two horos of a dilemma.
{u such cases the safest course would be to give up defence as soon
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Has true fancy been indeed alienated from the China-silk which

1yself had dyed for her with Manjistha ¢

Gopalkrishna says, lady tell your friend that T shall then turn
At a mendicant and sing her praise.

GOPALKRISHNA.
2

Alas, why did the Bidhata make me a woman ¢ With this
moonlit night, the spring-season and the south wind, I think, the time
has come to kill the woman who lives alone !

O friend, this youth of mine goes in vain like the wild Jessamine
which blossoms and fades away in the loneliness of the forest,

O my heart ! days and nights pass away brooding wer this,
and the body has hecome sickly as the story of my bosou. .emains
unspoken.

I have become subject to another’s sway, my mind yae

lost its freedom, because the murderer cupid has heen incessantl,
troubling me,

I always hunger for a sight of Gopalkrishna, but the fear for
the caste and my hashfulness never leave my mind free.

GOPALKRISHNA.

3
I have no claim to his favour, because I am only a servant of
his. Do you think that Radha will wilfully become indifferent to
Shyama and wound his heart for her own happiness 9

Rather shall I serve under the lady who has fascinated him
than go away in a pique.
Let any womaun be his friend. If he is happy I have got all
the wealth I want,
Let him,O friend, live long in this village of Braja, through the
irtues of Yasoda, It is immaterial whether he is near or at a distance
U that I want is that I may see that lovely face once a day,,

Gopalkrishna says—the ladies-in-waiting laughed out and told

t to see who was behind her,

GOPALKRISHNA,

.‘.ﬁ.m,.'
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“A Sermon on the uselessness of Mathematics”

-_Ah—

(A CoMIc SKEICH)
My dear Friends who dislike Mathematics

Today I shall vociferously protest against the havoc which
Mathematics creates amongst students with artistic sentiments. Now-
a-days an idea has originated that only, meritorious students take the
science course. What a blasphemous idea! And mind my dear sym-
pathisers; the back door to this unpardonable onslaught against Arts
Course is that accursed Mathematics ! A student takes the science with
additional knowledge in Mathematics, Again, it bas reaped dissension
even amongst our noble and highly cultured section. Now-a-days I'fear
many black-sheep can be found who did haughtily reject the royal
combination—the royal road to success.

It is high time for us to rally our forces otherwise our cause
would collapse ! I propose that eminent linguists like Keith, Grierson,
Suniti Chatterjee should unearth the cause of the mysterious coincidence
between the Bengalee word “Mathamati” and Mathematics. What
is the value of Mathematics in practical life? Nothing | To be a votary -
of Mammon or Mars, to be a M. D, i, e. messenger of death ora
Magistrate. Mathematics would be as worthless as Zoology or
anthropology or the study of the Chinese language.

In this struggle for existence we should always worship
the rising sun and be on the safe side- That is we should exaggerate
our merits and hide our defects. History teaches you the art of
exaggeration. We can describe Asoka as thedevil incarnate and Timur
as the suintliest man, One of the fundamental principles of logic is
that you make take less (i.e. belittle) in the conclusion, (as in coversa-
tion) than what is given in the premises (in the fact of your sins). But -
Mathematics ! Won't pardon even a fraction more or less. You should "
be horrified to know that your learned speaker has barely managed to
come out of the clutches of Mathematics, owing to lhis extravagance
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Byron could not cross the ass’s bridge of Geometry and the world
should remain grateful to him that he did not turn a Mathematician !
Sir Walter Scott was denounced by his teacher (a shorted-sighted man,
a Mathematician of course) that “dunce he was and dunce he would

remain.” Michael Madhusudan proved that ‘“Kalidas may be Newton.
But Newton ? Never can he he Kalidas !"

A FOX WHO LOST HIS TAIL,

Modern Theatre and India.

=\ L

The theatre which the Greeks knew and which was first created
or rather revived by Raffaello for the performance of his plays, has
developed into the complex stages of the modern times. It has beeome
an integral part of the life of a nation in the civilized world; aesthetic
of the theatre is now a special subject for study; stage craft is pushed
higher and higher every day;so much so that the drama-staging has
become a great profitable business. Joint stock companies to produce
plays are multiplying in Europe day by day. They supply work for
the artist and the painter, provide a proper field for the actors and
actresses, money to the play-wright and food for thinking to the

audience. As a matter of fact every vital part of a nation is influenced
by their actions.

Acting as an art has become highly specialized and as a paying
profession it is enviable. In Western countries, it is considered as an
honourable, profession as honourable as the legal profession. Actors
and actresses are as welcome in society as any respectable person.
Often the eminent actors are knighted. Thus they get encouragement

trom the p'eople as well as from the state; they take delight in their
art,

Another . notable fact is that the best brains are turning their
ambition and talents towards the theatre, Many poets and novelists
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dramatic art than any modern play-wright; he made his plays for -his
own theatre which was very different from what it is to-day and much
of his absolute stage-techinque is to-day impossible.

In the 20th century the ear has gained more importance than
the eyes in theatre. It is the business of the dramatist, at present, to
compel audiences to hear plays and make them worth hearing. The
theatre may be good, the actors and actresses may be grea’ and every-
thing connected with presentation—scenery, costume, _ghting and
music—may be excellent; stilla play may not be successful. That
obviously 1s due to the defects of the drama; and these defects cannot be
cured by thestage-management. Scenery, lighting etc. are indispensable,
but thew are mere ornamentation and help in interpreting the action;
they are sub-ordinate to the drama itself. In reality scenic effect has
no rational connection with the drama. A play-wright to be success-
ful and popular on the stage must be a master of stagecraft and
must not tax the imagination of the audience ‘too much. Of course I
do not mean to say that the most successful and popular drama is
necessarily the best. Often dramatists (specially one who writes for
the stage)contents himself with treating of to-day; such dramas may be
successful and popular for the time being; but they are of contemporary
interest and superficial; they are excellent records for the historian; but
they cannot live for to-morrow unless they embody a truth or a
spiritual valuation, that is of lasting human significance. On the other-
hand examples of great dramatists having been ignored by people for
sometime are not rare; but they are ignored for the time being only.

Ihsen is the man who satisfied all the needs of the theatre and
the reading public. He brought a revolution in modern drama, freed
plots from artificiality dialogues from unreality and characters from
a blank-verse atmosphere. As a matter of fact, he is, as it has often
been remarked the high priest of modern drama; other dramatists of
note are but his followers and imitators. If the play-goer has become
accustomed to the intimate picture of contemporary ‘life, he must be
thankful to Ibsen. That is as regardsthe Western countries,

Where does India now stand ? Permanent stages came to exist
in India as late as the second half of the 19th century during the
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in India and has modified the Indian conditions to a considerable
extent, The social and intellectual outlook of the people are becoming’

anglicised day by day.

Drama as a literary form of expression was practised very
Iate in almost all the Indian vernaculars; so it has not developed very
far, We do not find a first class dramatist iu any language in India.
Commonly we find now two sets of dramatists; one set base their
dramas on western models and the other take Sanskrit dramas as
their models. ‘The first group of dramatists failed to appeal to the
masses, because they chiefly write for the educated community who,
have come under the influence of the western culture, The second
group failed to appeal to the educated community, hecause they raise
a protest against the invading current of western ideas and ideals. So,
the first duty of a dramatist who wants to attain success should be to
reconcile the two conflicting forces; he should touch the masses and
satisfy the educated community. Thereis no doubt that public
opinion ,and taste are incorrect and fickle; but he should take note of
them; he cannot utterly disregard them, for itis public opinion that
in the long run holds; he should be well-read in western as well as
eastern literature.

Often we find a sad lack of stage-techniqué ina dramatist in
India; a writer writes dramas because he wants to write something
even though he has no knowledge of the stage. In such dramas, we do
not find harmony between action and its back ground; he is biased by
private feelings; in result he is an utter failure on the stage and
unpopular among the reading public,

The most prominent defect of the Indian dramatists is that
they have neither eye for msthetics nor for realism; in most cases,
we find a melo-dramatic note; the hero is made exaggerative to a
Aegree unknown in life; in historical dramas, such defects are very
common. The drama should be realistic for traits of life and should
have a realistic environment and back-ground; it should not attempt
to tax the imagination of the audience whose msthetic sense should, of
neoessity, be considered.

6
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culture; they attempt to imitate the western method of acting and
sadly fail. To give one example, kissing is hardly the way by which
love is publicly expressed in the east, but we find this sort of thing
evett'in historical dramas portraying the Mogal period. Acting should
be original, the players should not attempt to copy certain well-known
actors; they should develop the art by themselves. It is admitted

that the economic conditions play a great partin the development of
the theatre.

But apart from that, what we want to-day for the stageis a
sound concern with proper financial backing formed on the basis of
joint stock companies and efficient management; the stage-manager
and directors should have imagination and enterprise enoughto guide
the whole concern successfully; they should be actors themselves to direct
the players; they should study what the audiences like and want and
try to satisfy their needs as far as practicable,

V. SAMANTROY,

College Notes.
— A

The members of the College Staff held a social gathering in the
Staff Common Room on the 27th March last to meet Professor
Whitlock on the eve of his departure for Patna as the Deputy Director
of Public Instruction Bihar and Orissa. The boarders of the two
Hostels and the post-graduate students of the College also met him on
the occasion. The former in a largely attended social gathering held
in the College quadrangle bade him a fitting farewell, and presented
to him an address in a silver casket. Mr. M. S. Das, C. I E. and
our Principal, Mr. T. C. Orgill, who addressed the gathering on the

oceasion, referred to the many good gualities of Mr. Whitlock, who
then feelingly gave a fitting reply.

We are, indeed, very sorry to lose from our midst Professor
Whitlock, who, during his fourteen years’ active service as semior
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We also congratulate Prafullakumar Tripathy and Kamala
Kanta Mohapatra, old boys of our College, on their appointment to

the Executive Service,

* *

#*

45

*

The following students of this College have passed the Final
and Preliminary Examinations in Law held in the month of January

last:—

Final
Baidyanath Mohapatra
Baishnabcharan Singh Deo,
Gopabandhu Misra
Jatadhar Roy
Jitendrakmar Ghosh
Kamalakanta Mobapatra
+ _ Kirankumar Banerjee
ﬁunjabihari Nandi
Manmathanath Chaudhury
0. Swapneswar Pal
11. Soreshchandra Das.

Preliminary.
1. Brundaban Dhal
2. Gadadhar Das
3. Lalitmohan Das.

Qur hearty congratulations to them all,
* »

=N T 0 e

* *

The following list shows the pumber of students sent up from
this College for the last Annual Examination of the Patna Usiversity,

B. A, Honours
English e 8
Mathematics 4
Sanskrit 4
History 5
Economics 5
B. A, Pass 72
B. 8c. Pass 11
L & 50
LA , 96
¥ % %
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Babu Udayanath Rath who opposed the motion and others.
contended that it is only these educated men who serve the society in
some way or other. They contribute to the welfare of society as
much as lies in their power. They guide and enlighten the uneducated.
The greater their number is, the better the society must be. The
president regretted that the attendance was thin and that it might
be called a tutorial class. Then regarding the subject, he said the
statement is not universally true, though partially so. Graduates
are quite capable of rendering immense good to the society, but they

are not getting proper fields for action. The motion was lost by 16 to
5 votes.

The 5th sitting held on 29th March was not a successful one,
Just after the proceedings of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed, the Secretary was asked by the meeting to explain the delay

in the issuing of the notice. After the Secretary explained that this
wag due to a change in the subject, the meeting was adjourned.

CHANDESWAR MISRA
SATCHIDANANDA NAYAK

Sezeretaries
o

Bengali Debating Club,

il M.

The first sitting of this Section was held on the 18th August
1928 with Professor Suresh Chandra Bardhan inthe chair. Professor
L. K. Chaudhuri graced the occasion with his presence. The subject
for debate was “Now-a-days there is no necessity for the study of
Sanskrit.” Srijut Prabhat Mukherji moved it with a scathing
condemnation of Sanskrit, supported by a series of quotations.
Srijut Durga Prasad Chatterji opposed it by sound argument, A lively
discussion arcse in which Srijuts Bimal Pal and Nagari Patnayak
came to the rescue of Sanskrit while Srijut Pratap Sen with a
humorous speech tried to prove it useless. After a prolonged sitting the
meeting dispersed with a vote of thanks to the chair. The second sitt-
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Mohammedan Hostel
The end of the winter term is drawing near and the summer
vacation is at hand. The students however far from directing their
atfention towards the coming holidays and the jolly hours at home,
are seriously engaged in their studies for the Annual Examination,
We wish them ‘success’ and a ‘nice’ jolly vacation.

We are indeed greatly concerned to miss Mr, Whitlock who
took a great interest in our hostel, Tt is needless of course to add
that our new Principal Mr. T.C., Orgill will take the same keen
interest in us, In fact he has shown already his concern in the hostel
by visiting us very often within this short period.

As regards the hostel, the examinees have left a great
change after them. Their noisy tallks, and the peals of laughter that
resounded the hostel during’ leisure hours have altogether vanished.
Our number, heing reduced only to 13, has given a sudden quietness
to the hostel. Outdoor games such as hockey are no more possible now,
Very few turn up regularly on the field, but among these few our
Principal figures often. We are also glad to note here that Mr Samsur
Rahman won several prizes in the last Orissa annual sports.

The common room affairs have slackened a good deal. -
‘Statesman’ continues to come as usual, but the carrom bhoard is seen
too often without any players. We are greatly indebted to our
Superintendent Mr Damodar Misra for the periodicals we often get,
and to Protessor G. N. Sinha whose Hindi dramatic books are liked
and read by all Hindi students. The general health of the hboarders
has been all along satisfactory. Lastly we hope that the hostel
authorities will be kind eaough to provide us with a dining room,
for at present we are to take our meals in the kitchen itseif which

puts us into great inconvenience.
Eowarp KUJYUR.

GOFRAN ALL
Mohammedan Hostel
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Telugu man speaking Otiya was very amusing. At our table on the
same evening sat also the Mohamadan examinees which foreshadows
how cosmopolitanism will very soon make headway in our Hostel.

Though just before examinations sickness in hostels isa very
common experience, it is most gratifving that our hostel was an
exception to it, as a conseyuence of which the volunteer corps enjoyed
complete rest. Our boarders had not the painful necessity of burning

the midnight oil inviting sickness upon themselves, as they were
regular throughout the year.

We are glad that our clamour for a watch for our Common
Room has pot fallen on the deaf ears of the authorities.

The mess management is quite satisfactory.

This hostel notes perhaps will not be complete without a
reference to the Labour Association which has been so well developed
which goes to the credit of its Secretary, Babu R. N, Misra. We are

thankful to the Principal for the ready support rendered by him to
the Association. :
Romesh Chandra Misra
A. K. Das.

—

Ravenshaw College Law Union.

Since the publication of the last report three meetings of the
Union have been held., In the first meeting, Professor Chintamoni
Achariya M.A., B.L., read a paper on “Legal Profession”. In the
second meeting Babu Lalit Mohan Das B.A., read a paper on “Defence
of a murderer”. In the third meeting the subject for debate was
"“Capital sentence should be removed from the Statute Book”. Babu
Radhakrishna Das B.A. read a paper in support of the resolution
and Babu Rohini Kanta Ghosh opposed the resolution. At all these
meetings Professor Suresh Chandra Chakravarty M.A,, B.L., presi-
ded. The attendance at the meetings was satisfactory. It is intended
to hold an annual gathering of the Union on the 6th April next. Itis
a matter for congratulation that the Law Union is becoming popular.

LavLiTMOoHAN Das B.A.
Joint Secretary.
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On the occasion of the last annual meeting of the
Association there was a large and representative gathering
of Old Boys and others even from distant places to witness
the celebration of the College Commemoration Day. An
attractive programme was gone through consisting of
conversazione in the different laboratories, exhibition of
economic products of Orissa besides Scouts Display ete.
The Association remains indebted to Dr. S.N. Das Gupta
of Presidency College, Calentta who delivered on the
occasion a most inspiring address. In that meeting an
appeal was made by the Principal to all the Old Boys of
the College to interest themselves in the welfare of their
Alma Mater. That appeal we are glad to note has had
sonie response within the vear. Two of our members
My, Amulyanath Roy and Porfessor P. K. Parga have
made over to the College authorities G. P. Notes of the
value of Rs. 300/- and Rs. 500~ for endowing prizes. This
is a practical indication of the interest taken by our Old
Boys in the welfare of their institution.

It is confidently hoped that further response to that
appeal will be forthcoming in the future. The Association
has been able out of its own funds to provide a silver cup
to be competed for at the College Annual Sports.

The Ravenshavian, which keeps Old Boys informed
ahout the activities of the College, we are continuing to get
at a cheap rate due to the kindness of the Principal.

From the accounts which have been circulated it
will appear that the total amount received up to 31-1-29
was Rs, 986-8-5 out of which Rs. 466-5-9 has been spent,
leaving a balance of Rs, 520-28. The accounts have heen
duly audited and passed by the Managing Committee at
their meeting held on 31-1-29.

N2
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On the occasion of the last annual meeting of the
Association there was a large and representative gathering
of Old Boys and others even from distant places to witness
the celebration of the College Commemoration Day. An
attractive programme was gone through consisting of
conversazione in the different laboratories, exhibition of
economic products of Orissa besides Scouts Display ete.
The Association remains indebted to Dr.S.N. Das Gupta
of Presidency College, Caleutta who delivered on the
occasion a most inspiring address. In that meeting an
appeal was made by the Principal to all the Old Boys of
the College to interest themselves in the welfare of their
Alma Mater. That appeal we are glad to note has had
some response within the vear., Two of our members
Mr. Amulyanath Roy and Porfessor P. K. Parija have
made over to the College authorities G. P, Notes of the
value of Rs. 300/- and Rs. 500,- for endowing prizes. This
1s a practical indication of the interest taken by our Old
Boys in the welfare of their institution.

It is confidently hoped that further response to that
appeal will be forthcoming in the future. The Association
has been able out of its own funds to provide a silver cup
to be competed for at the College Annual Sports.

The Ravenshavian, which keeps Old Boys informed
about the activities of the College, we are continuing to get
at a cheap rate due to the kindness of the Principal.

From the accounts which have been circulated it
will appear that the total amount received up to 31-1-29
was Rs, 986-8-5 out of which Rs. 466-5-9 has been spent,
leaving a balance of Rs. 520-2-8, The accounts have been
duly audited and passed by the Managing Committee at
their meeting held on 31-1-29.

N2
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survive as no other ancient civilisation had survived. He then put
the question “What is right in our culture” ? and set to answer it as
the principle of live and let live—the principles of religious toleration:
and he exhorted his audience to stick fast to this principle. And
secondly, the philosophy of suffering, In this connection, he made a
distinction between ﬂ\!}'ﬂ\ andsy qH , between ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Good’
‘Good’ he pointed out, should be the end of our life, and not ‘pleasure’,”
He said he was a believer in unhappiness and not happiness. Happi-
ness, he thought, is possible in the mere passive acquiescence of the
possible and the present, But suffering is the stuff of which all great
heroes and actions are made: Ushappiness is the indication of the
greatness of soul. And ours, he pointed out, is a philosophy of unhappi-
ness and suffering, He then defined a ‘dedicated life’ which he
pointed out, consists not in the pursuit of wealth, the acceptance of
a few judgeships, Executive Councillorships or Law Memberships, but
in the surrender of the soul to the realisation of the great end—to
the incessant service in the cause of sanitation, uplift of villages,
social reforms and removal of illiteracy.

This led him to the off-hand remark, what wonderful people we
are in passing resolutions, how good at talking, how logquacious; we
discuss violence or non-violence, Dominion Status or Independence but
what little of action! He incidentally remarked that to talk of Dominion
Status as a means to secure independence Is like getting into marriage to
get a divorce (Laughter). He quoted from Gita, showing how the
archery of Arjuna and the contemplation of Krishna were both
necessary for the victory. The archery of Arjuna was lacking in India.
He put all his stress and emphasis on the work of resonstruction. He
asked “what is the British Government representative of, in ouy
country 7" Of the weaknesses in us, of our social evils and the
religious funds amongst us. Reform vourself and the British Govern-
ment will disappear automatically. And what isit that hinders us from
effecting the social reforms ? It is our inaction. Here, the flame must
be laid on our shoulders and not on the British who do not interfere
in our social matters. We talk and talk but just at the time of
action, withdraw our band. He concluded his peroration by exhorting
the audience to do social work and reminded them that while doing so,
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Commemoration Day

eEg533

The College Commemoration Day wis observed on Saturdaythe
2nd February 1929 and the old boys of the College were cordially
received by the Principal and the staff in the College premines which
had been beautifully decorated with up-to-date lists of benefactors,
memers of the staff and graduates of the College. The laboratories
remained open to the visitors and interesting experiments were shown
in the different lahoratories. The principles of telegraphy and
telephony, the processes of electroplating and eletro-gilding and
numberous other experiments of general interest to the public were
shown and explained iu the Physical Lahoratory where the guests
were treated to a radio programme. In the Chemical Laboratory
artificial voleanoes, singing flames, smoke without fire, chemical snow
and chemical vegetation were shown and in the Botanical Laboratory
insectivorous and parasitic plants; grafted fruits of pourds, models of
artesian and tube wells and different aspects of plant life were care-
fully explained to the visitors. The economic products of Orissa were
exhibited in the Kanika Library and the charts on the wall showing
in pictures the comparative health, wealth and education of the people
of India in comparison with the other countries proved very
attractive while the agricultural and sericultural exhibits proved
instructive and useful. The exhibits of the Prachi Society—the palm
leaf manuscripts of Orissa were the centre of all attraction. The guests
were taken to the southern part of the College compound where
there was a rally of the Cuttack District Boy Scouts who went through
various performances and their flag signallings and smart enthusiastic
appearance showed the careful training which they had got.

Light refreshments were served to the guests and in the meet-
ing of the Old Boys' Association, the Principal summarised the activities
of the College during the year and the accounts were passed and
budget estimates were adopted and the office-bearers for the next year
were elected. A new rule was adopted to the effect that & member by
coming to the College for study ceases to be a member of the Old Boys'
Association but may renew his membership without  payment of
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West Hostel Notes,

We congratulate Babu Hari Prasad Basu Mallik who has been
appointed as a teacher in the Science College Patna. There was a
meeting in our Common Room to give him a hearty farewell. Another
hearty farewell was given to Babu Kripasindhu Misra, an ex-boarder
who has already sailed for England to appear for the I, C.S.
examination.

There was an inter-hostel debate with Principal T. C, Orgil in
the chair. Babu Chintamani Misra of the East Hostel moved “that
in the opinion of the house militury education should not be imparted
in schools and Colleges.” Babu Romesh Chandra Misra of the West
Hostel opposed the motion. It was a lively debate and there was «
large gathering. The presidential remarks though pithy were
highly instructive. The Saraswati Puja festival was conducted with
great pomp and splendour. A large number of invited guests were
cordially received amdist feasting and rejoicing.

In the month of March four people came from Poona to show
some physical feats. At the outset we thought that they were fit
only for street shows but actually their performances were found to
be far above the average,

Chief among our tennis players during this term mention may
be made of Babu A. K. Das and Ramprasad Mukharji who have
distinguished themselves admirably in the Tennis court. We are
proud of the enp they have won.

Just after the examination we entertained all the examinees
of the three hostels at av evening party in our quadrangle garden,
well decorated for  the purpose. On behalf of the boarders Babu
Romesh Chandra Misra exhorted the examinees to elbow their way
into the world out of the dreamy academic spheres and chalk
out noble plans for country’s service feasible for others to pursue.
He thanked them all and expressed our good wishes to them, His
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ing was held on the 15th September. Srijut Susil Roy moved that
“science is more necessary for human progress than literature,” : Professor
Nirmal Banerjee kindly consented to preside on this oecagion,
Srijut Roy with a forceful speech explained the utility of science and
the debt of humanity to it. Srijut Durga Charan Das valiantly
defended the cause of literature. Srijuts Bimal Pal and Prabhat
Mukherji proved veritable champions of the cause of science and
literature respectively. At the end science secured a decisive majority.
The President dissolved the meeting after delivering a neat little speech
advocating the utility of science in the modern world. ‘The third
meeting was held on the 9th February 1929. Professor Girija Roy
occupied the presidential chair. Srijut Prabhat Mukherji proposed
that “legislation is necessary for social progress in India.”
Srijut Himansu Bose opposed this zealous reformer cooly refuting the
charges and pointing that any hasty action will ultimatety do more
harm to the society. Srijuts Nonigopal Ganguly, Bimal Pal, Narendra
Mukherji, Susil Mukherji began to bandy words with one another,
The president terminated the proceedings with a suitable speech. The
fourth meeting was held on 30th March 1929. We had Professor
B. K. Chatterji our permanent vice-president as the president on this
occasion, The attendance was far from being satisfactory. Srijut
Bimal Pal proposed that “Scouting should be encouraged in India.”
Srijut Prabhat Mukherji spoke in a dissentient voice, declaring that
scouting is but an alien movement, quite superfluous in India.
Ultimately the supporters of scout movement suffered a sorry defeat.
The President with his usual eloquence sunumed up the subject matter
and then the meeting came to an end.

BimaL Pal
Hmvansu Bose

Jomt ]fonomry Secretaries
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The fourth volume of the Law Catalogue of the College Library
is now ready.
‘ * * * L]

Electric clocks have now heen installed in all prominent
parts of the College so that we are now having accurate standard
time,

w * L *

‘Udaynath Rath a student of the 8rd year of this College
was awarded the medal as being the best boy of the College for
the year. Members of the staff in charge of the various depart-
ments of the College had to record their votes in favour of three
out of nearly 15 students of the College who had secured high places
in the University and class examinations. Udaynath secured the
highest number of votes as having shown proficiency in the various
departments and so won the prize. Chintamoni Misra stood second
in order of merit and Ramchandra Rath secured the third place,
Our congratulations to Udaynath.

* * * *

Our best thanks are due to Mrs. Orgill who has very kindly

interested herself in our Magazine and supplied us with a new Cover
- page for our Magazine, This cover page with its artistic setting
" is a decided improvement on the old design.

Report of the Oriya Debating Club.
(From January fo March 1929)

We have had two sittings of the Club during the period under
report. Both of the sittings were held in the Junior Common Room
under the presidency of Professor Pati M. A,

The 4thsitting was held on the 9th February. Babu Dinabandhu
Behera moved that the graduates of the present-day Indian Universities
are useless members of society. He and his supporters argued
that those who obtain degrees of the Indian Universities ate so many
manufactured slaves, service being the only support of their life, luxury
and vanity form the main part of their efficiency,
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Professor of English and several times as the officiating Principal of
this College, has bettered its condition in many respects. We have al-
ways found in him a cheerful and amiable gentleman and also one of
the best weli-wishers of the College. His absence will surely be keenly
felt both by the members of the staff and by the students. While
bidding adieu to him with a heavy heart, we most sincerely wish him
all peace and prosperity. ‘
* * * *

The Commemoration Day of the College, a detailed account of
which will be found elsewhere in the present issue of the Magazine,
was celebrated with great success on the 2nd February last.

: * * * *
We are very glad to note that the Rajah of Kanika, one of the
- benefactors of our College, has been appointed to be a member of the
Executive Council of Bihar and Orissa.
* * * *

We are also very glad that Rai Sahib Gopal Chandra Ganguli,
late Professor of English of this College, has been honoured with the
title of *Rai Bahadur.’

» * _ * *

We learn with great pleasure that Professor Parija has been
elected President of the Botanical Section of the Indian Science Congress
for the coming year. He was also, to our great pleasure, nominated to
the Legislative Council of Bihar and Orissa, for the period during
which the Patna University Bill was under discussion.

* * * *

We are glad to note that Dr. B. K, Singh, Senior Professor of

Chemistry,has been nominated to the Senate of the Patna University.
* * * *

We are thankful to our Principal, Mr. T. C. Orgill who has

been pleased to make the Staff Common Room more comfortable by

having some of its wants removed,
* * * *

We congratulate Babu Bamacharan Das, one of our old boys,
on his being awarded a State Scholarship by the Government of Bihar

and Orissa for the study of Mathematics in the Cambridge University,
We wish him every success.
: " ® * *
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Then, again, acting as a profession is not popular to-day in
India. Of course thereare actors who are masters of all branches of
mimetic art and can produce visible, palpable and psychological effects
by their acting; there are actresses whose wonderful music of voice,
looks, manner and person can have the strongest effect on her comrades
on the stage for her audience; but their number is very small. One
reason for the unpopularity of the profession which nobody can conceal
is the fact that morality in stage-life is low at present, of course I am
not speaking of the amateur-produces. This is due, perhaps, to the
conservation, false vanity and honour of our educated people; they
might have got natural aptitude for art and they know that the
profession is paying; yet, they will prefer a clerkship to this profession,
It is true that the structure of our society is such that no woman or
girl of any respectable family can come forward to make money in the
roll of a female character, unless she is helpless and given up by the
society as out-caste; even if she has the mind and inclination, she cannot
-do it for the social obstacles which confront her. What to speak of
acting, any sort of vocational training for women is not popular in
India now;a woman in India has hardly any freedomof action; she
has no independent status. Of course, it will take time to popularise
them, but it cannot be done by making any radical changes in the

society if the educated society take the initiative. It is happy augury
however that conditions are gradunally changing.

Now actresses are chiefly recruited from amongst people whom
the society has given up as fallen; we should be satisfied with them for
years to come, But thenif the actresses happen to be immoral, they
can be reclaimed in a short time if the actors, the stage managers

etc. are moral by mnature. So we shall have nothing then to
complain of.

Often, we find that theatrical companies belong mostly to
individuals who have very little knowledge of the art and whose
sense of morality and decency is greatly responsible for the condi-
tions of the stage; the whole concert is entirely at the mercy of
his unions. .

As regards acting itself, it has many defects; the first and
feremost of them is that players do not try to interpret Indian
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British rule. Is it because Indian genius could not conceive of them ear-
ler 9 Certainly pot. “Notyae shastra” wich was written probably before
the Christian era goes to show that the theatre is entirely of Indian
origin; there we find description of the play house. Even in the Vedic
age (as professor Levi tellsus), dramatic spectacleso freligious character
were of common ocenrrence; they used to be performed on occasions of
special rejoicings and festivals. That regular theatres flourished in
Hindoo period goes without saying. Sanskrit drama, the highest product
of Indian poetry reached its cimax of excellence in the hands of Kalidas,
otie of the nine gems of the Court of Vikramaditya of the 4th century
A. D. (that beeing the latest date accepted by the theorists).

In Hindoo period, acting was considered as a highly specialised
art and a noble profession. “Sutradhara”, the chief actor was required
to possess all the moral qualities that could be then conceived of (Epgr.
Ind. Ipra. 381); he was supposed to know all the arts and sciences that
the actors and actresses were respeeted and used to be held in high
esteem in society can he proved from the fact that Bharata and Urbasi
who were actors, were ranked as divine sage and nymph; there are
various other testimonies which support the view that the actor’s
profession was not considered degrading.

Then, again, the words ‘ranga’, ‘pati’, ‘“Yavanika”, ‘nepathya’
ete apart from any other documentary evidence testify that all the
accessories to the representation of a dramn, were known to the Indians

in the Hindu period.

Mahomedan conquest pnt everything in chaotic condition;
the tradition of dramatic performance vanished; the actors and poets
who always looked to kings for support became rare, because the
Mahomedans had no sympathy for Hindu culture as people were
so much harassed every now and then that they hardly thought of
art any more, Of course, the countries which remained independent
retained their culture to some extent; but subsequent political changes
seriously affected all sorts of art and almost killed them.

During the British rule, when peace was established, hefore
the ancient culture could be revived, the western civilization dawned
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have Ixcome dramatists, The famous play-wrights such as Barrie,
Galsworthy, Shaw, Bennett started as novelists, Of course, I do not
mean to say that these people write plays primarily for the stage;
often they write plays for publication and some of these plays will he

failures if put on the stage. But it cannot be denied that they are
greatly influenced and sometimes seduced by the modern stage.

But who is the master of the situation 9 The answer evidenity
is the audience-~the people who pay for the show. Their wants
must be satisfied. What do they want ¢ Do they want beautiful
stage settings onlyq Are they to be carried away only by the sweet '
smile of the actress¢ Are their eyes onljr confined to the costumes of the
players ¥ Do they go to the theatre to see a swordfight or any such
feat ¢ Of course they do want these things; but movies which are coming
to the fore front in the 20th century very rapidly can give them these
at less price; movies make stronger appeal. Sothe theatre to keep up
and justify its existence must give to the aundience something more than
mere entertainment e. g, ideas and action. Thus the movies have
forced the theatre to a higer plane of art.

The drama is the main and by far the most important thing in
the theatre. It is believed by every Englishman that the world’s high-
water mark in thedramatic production was reached by Shakespeare in
the 16th century. Thereis some truth in that belief. Shakespeare
was a poetic dramatist and is one of the best of the type—he is rich in
thought and langnuage. His dramas like the dramas of Kalidas have
high literary value. But how is it then that Shakespeare has been
banished from the modernstage ? The reason obviously is that the
modern play is a national sensation; it is a really a part of the national
life of Europe and the national life is greatly influenced by dramatic
art and music. The play which does not touch the national life has no
place in the modern stage. Does he (Shakespeare) not then treat of
iife ¢ Yes, he treats of life as fully asit coutld be; but it cannot be
adapted to modern life. Modern herolsmis entirely different from Shakes-
pear’s type. The social order of the 16th century has undergone a huge
change and is undergoing changes every day. Consequently the drama
is affected by thechanges in the social order. So Shakéspeare is not suit-
able for present purposes. There is no doubt, however, that be had more
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in writing answers. Now I shall show you that many emivent persons

in the world are birds with the same feather like ourselves. 0

Goldsmith himself had never a particular liking for Mathe-
matical studies, He used often tosay “any dunce could be a Mathe-
matician” ! ( champions of Mathematics please copy!). Macaulay’s
dislike for Mathematics interfered with a successfnl College carveer.
Coleridge Dequincy,Shakespeare Thackeray, Dumas, Goethe, A. France,
Gorky ete had po taste for Mathematies. Bertrand Russel prophesises
“Mathematics is a subject in which we do not know what we are
talking about, nor what we are saying is true,”

Says a pious, frank Civilian and Magistrate ‘Multlplication is a
vexation, addition is as bad, the rule of three doth puzzle me and
practice drives me mad.” Signed on oath-~Triver Grant I, C, 8,

The world poet Rabindranath candidly confesses that he
wont be sorry if he is said to  be worse than a third-rate Mathema-
tician in Mathematics, He gave up his schoollife owing to
the opposition of Mathematics. Abanindranath Tagore the founder
of the Bengal School of painting says “that in his childbood he
had a terrific dread of Mathematics and shivered in the cormer
of his heart to approach before the teacher of Mathematics,
Rajnarain Bose the saintly Brahmo preacher says that he had a
mathephobia. He was dreadfully afraid of a book of arithmetic,
We may mention the illustrious names of Keshab Sen, Chittaranjan Das,
Iswar Vidyasagar, Sankaran Nair. Lalit Banerjee a veteran educationist
could not write a sonnet—as he bewails, owing to utter lack in
Mathematical commonsense ! Acharya Sir P. C. Roy says that every
member of his family is deficient in Mathematics.

My dear members of this sacred hrotherhood, I think now you
have been able to grasp the pernicious hollowness in Mathematical
studies. Sir Ashuatosh 2nd Gurudas understood it aithough a bit lately
and after standing first in the University, wiat did they become ?
Professor of Mathematics with a paltry pay of less than a
thousand ? No, they became votaries of Mammon 1o earn Jalkhs.
Always remember and lecture about the stories of three poets. Lord



