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“A Sermon on the uselessness of Mathematics.”

st A

(A Comic SKETCH)
My dear Friends who dislike Mathematics

To-day I shall vociferously protest against the havoc which
Mathematics creates amongst students with artistic sentiments. Now-
a-days an idea has originated that only, meritorious students take the
science course. What a blasphemous idea! And mind my dear syme
pathisers; the back door to this unpardonable onslaught against Arts
Course is that accursed Mathematics ! A student takes the science with
additional knowledge in Mathematics, Again, it has reaped dissension
even amongst our noble and highly cultured section, Now-a-days I'fear
many black-sheep can be found who did haughtily reject the royal
combination—the royal road to success.

It is high time for us to rally our forces otherwise our cause
would collapse ! I propose that eminent linguists like Keith, Grierson,
Suniti Chatterjee should unearth the cause of the mysterious coincidence
between the Bengalee word ‘“Mathemati” and Mathematics,. What
is the value of Mathematics in practical life? Nothing ! To be a votary
of Mammon or Mars, to be a M. D. i, e, messenger of death ora
Magistrate. Mathematics would be as worthless as Zoology or
anthropology or the study of the Chinese langnage.

In this struggle for existence we should always worship
the rising sun and be on the safe side- That is we should exaggerate
our merits and hide our defects. History teaches you the art of
exaggeration. We can describe Asoka as thedevil incarnate and Timur
as the saintliest man. One of the fundamental principles of logic is
that you make take less (i.e. belittle) in the conclusion, (as in coversa-
tion) than what is given in the premises (in the fact of your sins). But -
Mathematics | Won't pardon even a fraction more or less. You should
be norrified to know that your learned speaker has barely managed to
come out of the clutches of Mathematics, owing to s extravagance
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Byron could not cross the ass's bridge of Geometry and the wotld
should remain grateful to him that he did not turn a Mathematician !
Sir Walter Scott was denounced by his teacher {a shorted-sighted man,
a Mathematician of conrse) that “dunce he was and dunce he would

remain.” Michael Madhusudan proved that “Kalidas may be Newton.
But Newton ? Never can he be Kalidas !”

A FOX WHO LOST HIS TAIL.

Modern Theatre and India.

-\ L

The theatre which the Greeks knew and which was first created
or rather revived by Raffaello for the performance of his plays, has
developed into the complex stages of the modern times. It has beeome
an integral part of the life of a nation in the civilized world; aesthetic
of the theatre is now a special subject for study; stage craft is pushed
higher and higher every day;so much so that the drama-staging has
become a great profitable business. Joint stock companies to produce
plays are multiplying in Europe day by day. They supply work for
the artist and the painter, provide a proper field for the actors and
actresses, money to the play-wright and food for thinking to the

audience. As a matter of fact every vital part of a nation is influenced
by their actions.

Acting as an art has become highly specialized and as a paying
profession it is enviable. In Western countries, it is considered as an
honourable, profession as homourable as the legal profession. Actors
and actresses are as welcome in society as any respectable person.
Often the eminent actors are knighted. Thus they get encouragement

from the people as well as from the state; they take delight in their
art.

Another notable fact is that the hest brains ate turning their
ambition and talents towards the theatre. Many poets and novelists

R S



THE RAVENSHAVIAN 39

dramatic art than any modern play-wright; he made his plays for -his
own theatre which was very different from what it is to-day and much
of his ahsolute stage-techinque is to-day impossible.

In the 20th century the ear has gained more importance than
the eyes in theatre, It is the business of the dramatist, at present, to
compel audiences to hear plays and make them worth hearing. The
theatre may be good, the actors and actresses may be great and every-
thing connected with presentation—scenery, costume, lighting and
music—may be excellent; stilla play may not be successful. That
obviously is due to the defects of the drama; and these defects cannot be
cured by thestage-management. Scenery,lighting ete. are indispensable,
but they are mere ornamentation and help in interpreting the action;
they are sub-ordinate to the drama itself. In reality scenic effect has
no rational connection with the drama. A play-wright to be success-
ful and popular on the stage must be a master of stagecraft and
must not tax the imagination of the audience ‘too much., Of course I
do not mean to say that the most successful and popular drama is
necessarily the best. Often dramatists (specially one who writes for
the stage)contents himself with treating of to-day; such dramas may be
successful and popular for the time being; but they are of contemporary
interest and superficial; they are excellent records for the historian; but
they cannot live for to-morrow unless they embody a truth or a
spiritual valuation, that is of lasting human significance, On the other-
hand examples of great dramatists having been ignored by people for
sometime are not rare; but they are ignored for the time being only.

Ihsen is the man who satisfied all the needs of the theatre and
the reading public. He brought a revolution in modern drama, freed
plots from artificiality dialogues from unreality and characters from
a blank-verse atmosphere. Asa matter of fact, he is, as it has often
been remarked the high priest of modern drama; other dramatists of
note are but his followers and imitators. If the play-goer has become
accustomed to the intimate picture of contemporary "life, he must be
thankfu! to Ibsen. That is as regards the Western countries.

Where does India now stand ? Permanent stages came to exist
in India as late as the second half of the 19th century during the
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in India and has modified the Tndian conditions to a considerable
extent. The social and inteliectual outlook of the people are becoming
anglicised day by day.

Drama as a literary form of expression was practised very
late in almost all the Indian vernaculars; so it has not developed very
far. We do not find a first class dramatist in any language in India.
Commonly we find now two sets of dramatists; one set base their
dramas on western models and the other take Sanskrit dramas as
their models. The first group of dramatists failed to appeal to the
masses, hecause they chiefly write for the educated community who
have come under the influence of the western culture. The second
group failed to appeal to the educated community, because they raise
a protest against the invading current of western ideas and ideals. So,
the first duty of a dramatist who wants to attain success should be to
reconcile the two conflicting forces; he should touch the masses and
satisfy the educated community. Thereis no doubt that public
opinion and taste are incorrect and fickle; but he should take note of
them; he cannot utterly disregard them, for itis public opinion that
in the long ran holds; he should be well-read in western as well as
eastern literature,

Often we find a sad lack of stage-technique "in a dramatist in
India; a writer writes dramas because he wants to write something
even though he has no knowledge of the stage. In such dramas, we do
not find harmony between action and its back ground; he is biased by
private feelings; in result he is an utter failure on the stage and
unpopular among the reading public,

The most prominent defect of the Indian dramatists is that
they have neither eve for msthetics nor for realism; in most cases,
we find a melodramatic note; the hero is made exaggerative to a
Aegree unknown in life; in historical dramas, such defects are very
common. The drama should be realistic for traits of life and should
have a realistic environment and back-ground; it should not attempt
to tax the imagination of the audience whose msthetic sense should, of
necessity, be considered. -

6
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culture; they attempt to imitate the western method of acting and
sadly fail. To give one example, kissing is hardly the way by which
love is publicly expressed in the east, but we find this sort of thing
even'in historical dramas portraying the Mogal period. Acting should
be original, the players should not attempt to copy certain well-known
actors; they should develop the art by themselves. It is admitted

that the economic conditions play a great partin the development of
the theatre.

But apart from that, what we want to-day for the stage is a
sound concern with proper financial backing formed on the basis of
joint stock companies and efficient management; the stage-manager
and directors should have imagination and enterprise enough to guide
the whole concern successfully; they should be actors themselves to direct
the players; they should study what the audiences like and want and
try to satisfy their needs as far as practicable.

V. SAMANTROY,

College Notes.
% ?

The members of the College Staff held a social gathering in the
Staff Common Room on the 27th March last to meet Professor
Whitlock on the eve of his departure for Patna as the Deputy Director
of Public Iustruction Bihar and Orissa., The boarders of the two
Hostels and the post-graduate students of the College also met him on
the occasion, The former in a largely attended social gathering held
in the College quadrangle bade him a fitting farewell, and presented
to him an address in a silver casket. Mr. M. S, Das, C. L. E. and
our Principal, Mr. T. C. Orgill, who addressed the gathering on the

occasion, referred to the many good gualities of Mr. Whitlock, who
then feelingly gave a fitting reply.

We are, indeed, very sorry to lose from our midst Professor
Whitlock, who, during his fourteen years' active service as senior
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We also congratulate Prafullakumar Topathy and Kamala

Kanta Mohapatra, old boys of our College, on their appomtment to
the Executive Service,

*

* * *

The following students of this College have passed the Final

and Preliminary Examinations in Law held in the month of January
last:—

-
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Final
Baidyanath Mohapatra
Baishnabcharan Singh Deo,
Gopabandhu Misra
Jatadhar Roy
Jitendrakymar Ghosh
Kamalakanta Mobapatra
Kirankumar Banerjee
Kunjabihari Nandi

- Manmathanath Chaudhury

Swapneswar Pal
Sureshchandra Das.
Preliminary.
Brundaban Dhal
Gadadhar Das
Lalitmohan Das.

Our hearty congratulations to them all,

* * * »

The following list shows the number of students sent up from
this College for the last Annual Examination of the Patna University.

B. A. Honours
English “ 8
Mathematics 4
Sanskrit , 4
History ' 5
Economics asa 5
B. A. Pass 72
B. Sc. Pass 11
- L 8e, - 50
I. A, o . 96
% * ¥ ‘ * ]
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Babu Udayanath Rath who opposed the motion and others
contended that itis only these educated men who serve the society in
some way or other, They contribute to the welfare of society as
much as lies in their power. They guide and enlighten the uneducated.
The greater their number is, the better the society must he. The
president regretted that the attendance was thin and that it might
be called a tutorial class, Then regarding the subject, he said the
statement is not universally true, though partially so. Graduates
are quite capable of rendering immense good to the society, but they

are not getting proper fields for action. The motion was lost by 16 to
5 votes,

The 5th sitting held on 29th March was not a successful one,
Just after the proceedings of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed, the Secretary was asked by the meeting to explain the delay

in the issning of the notice. After the Secretary explained that this
was due to a change in the subject, the meeting was adjourned.

CHANDESWAR MISRA
SATCHIDANANDA NAYAK

Secretaries

Bengali Debating Club,

e, ...

The first sitting of this Section was held on the 18th Aungust
1928 with Professor Suresh Chandra Bardhan inthechair. Professor
1,. K. Chaundburi graced the occasion with his presence. The subject
for debate was “Now-a-days there is no necessity for the study of
Sanskrit.” Srijut Prabhat Mukhetji moved it with a scathing
condemnation of Sanskrit, supported by a series of quotations,
Srijut Durga Prasad Chatterji opposed it by sound argument. A lively
discussion arose in which Srijuts Bimal Pal and Nagari Patnayak
came to the rescue of Sanskrit while Srijut Pratap Sen with a
humorous speech tried to prove it useless. After a prolonged sitting the
meeting dispersed witha vote of thanks to the chair. The second sitt-
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Mohammedan Hostel

—— L —

The end of the winter term is drawing near and the summer
vacation is at hand. The students however far from directing their
attention towards the coming holidays and the jolly hours at home,
are seriously engaged in their studies for the Annual Examination,
We wish them ‘success’ and a ‘nice’ jolly vacation.

We are indeed greatly concerned to miss Mr, Whitlock who
took a great interest in our hostel. It is needless of course to add
that our new Principal Mr. T.C. Orgill will take the same keen
interest in us. TIn fact he has shown already his concernin the hostel
by visiting us very often within this short period.

As regards the hostel, the examinees have left a great
change after them. Their noisy talks, and the peals of laughter that
resounded the hostel during leisure hours have altogether vanished.
Our number, heing reduced only to 13, has given a sudden quietness
to the hostel. Outdoor games such as hockey are no more possible now.
Very few turn up regularly on the field, but among these few our
Principal figures often. We are also glad to note here that Mr Samsur
Rahman won several prizes in the last Orissa annual sports,

The common room affairs have slackened a good deal. -
Statesman’ continues to come as usual, but the carrom board is seen
too often without any players. We are greatly indebted to our
Superintendent Mr Damodar Misra for the periodicals we often get,
and to Professor G. N. Sinha whose Hindi dramatic books are liked
and read by all Hindi students, The general health of the bhoarders
has been all along satisfactory. Lastly we hope that the hostel
authorities will bz kind enough to provide us with a dining room,
for at present we are to take our meaisin the kitchen itself which
puts us into great inconvenience.

ipwarD KUJYUR.
(GOFRAN ALL
Mohammedan Hostel
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Telugn man speaking Oriya was very amusing. At our table on the
same evening sat also the Mohamadan examinees which foreshadows
how cosmopolitanism will very soon make headway in our Hostel.

Though just before examinations sickness in hostels isa very
common experience, it is most gratifying that our hostel was an
exception to it, as a consequence of which the volunteer corps enjoyed
complete rest. Our boarders had not the painful necessity of burning

the midnight oil inviting sickness upon themselves, as they were
regular throughout the year.

We are glad that our clamour fora watch for our Common
Room has not fallent on the deaf ears of the authorities,

The mess management is quite satisfactory.

This hostel notes perhaps will not be complete without a
reference to the Labour Association which has been so well developed
which goes to the credit of its Secretary, Babu R. N, Mista. We are

thankful to the Principal for the ready support rendered by him to
the Association.

Romesh Chandra Misra
A, K. Das.

Ravenshaw College Law Union.

Since the publication of the last report three meetings of the
Union have heen held. In the first meeting, Professor Chintamoni
Achariya M.A., B.L., read a paper on “Legal Profession”. In the
second meeting Babu Lalit Mohan Das B.A., read a paper on ‘Defence
of a murderer”. In the third meeting the subject for debate was
"“Capital sentence should be removed from the Statute Book”. Babu
Radhakrishna Das B.A,, read a paper in support of the resolution
and Babu Rohini Kanta Ghosh opposed the resolution. At all these
meetings Professor Suresh Chandra Chakravarty M.A., B.L., presi-
ded. The attendance at the meetings was satisfactory. It is intended
to hold an annual gathering of the Union on the 6th April next. Itis
a matter for congratulation that the Law Union is becoming popular.

LAariTMOHAN DAS B.A.
Joint Secretary,
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admission fee any time after he leaves the College. A committee was
formed to consider the letter of Babu Biswanath Das M. I, C. Then
Prof Radhakrishnan of Calcutta delivered a most illuminating address
in course of which he said:—

The Ravenshaw College oceupied a unique place in the
province of Orissa, being the Alma Mater of all past, present and
future leaders of thoughts and actions in all spheres and departments.
The reunion, he emphasised, in such a case, was of the ntmost
importance and value.

He incidentally commented on the sudden coming into
existence, in recent years, of a large number of student movements and
Youth Conferences, as compared with a very small number of such
leagues existing in his time. He thought, we were attempting to
crowd into a few years, the work of centuries. Industrial upheavals,
religious fanaticism and bigotry, sociall narrowness and obtusenees
were, all, sought to be removed iz a day. In this connection he
contrasted with the example of Europe where all modernimprovements
have been the work of slow preparedness and gradual progress. Ile
pointed out, how there was the danger of youthful impatience, on the
one hand, and elderly inebriation on the other, Such an assembly was
most essential, in that, it afforded opportunities to the old members
of the College to restrain the young, and to the young people to stir
up the old.

He agreed with the analysis of a modern European psychologist
who after careful examination and observation had come to the
conclusion that, it was lack of character, of moral endurance and not
derth of intellect that was really wrong with Indian students. Self-
confidence, he pointed out, is of the utmost importance, for the uplift
of a couniry——faith in the fundamentals of one’s culture. And that is
what we had lost. Hequoted some lines from the Vishnupurana
which, he considered, the infallible barometer to indicate the falling
of temperature of a country’s civilisation. :

After pointing out what was wrong with us, he maintained
that there was still something fundmentally right that helped us to

[
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they must not give up their traditions, though at the same time,
they must not stick very fast to them, After Rai J. N. Bose Bahadur
spoke the meeting was dissolved with a vote of thanks to the learned

Professor.

In the evening Prabhupad Mohanchandra Deb Goswami enter-
taiged the old boys by a dramatic performance of “Balyalila” which
was very highly appreciated. At 9 P. M. he gave a second performance
“Bidagdha Madhah” for the benefit of the students,

4

Ravenshaw College Old Boys’ Association,
Annual Report (2-2-29)

The Ravenshaw College Old Boys' Association was
formed on the College Commemoration Day in 1927 and
completes its second year to-day. During the year just
closed the membership has increased from 376 to 460, of
whom three have been enlisted as life members. The
Association has also had the honour of having as its patrons
Maharaja Sree Sir Birmitrodaya Singh Deo of Sonepur,
Maharaj Kumar Sudhansu Shekher Singh Deo heir-apparent,
Sonepur, Jubaraja Hrudaya Chandra Deb of Talcher, and
Raja Rajendranarayan Bhanja Deo who now occupies the
exalted offiee of member of the Executive Council in the
Government of Bihar and Orissa.

During the year under report the Association has
lost by death three of its members, 1. Babu Nimai Charan
Chaupatnaik, a prominent educationist, 2, Babu Chinta.
mani Das, a distinguished public servant and 3. Babu
Balbhadra Prasad Das, Zamindar and member District

Board.

Within the year the Managing Committee had three
sittings at different times and also transacted business of
urgent nature by correspondence.
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On the occasion of the last annual meeting of the
Association there was a large and representative gathering
of Old Boys and others even from distant places to witness
the celebration of the College Commemoration Day. An
attractive programme was gone through consisting of
conversazione in the different lahoratories, exhibition of
economic products of Orissa besides Scouts Display etc.
The Association remains indebted to Dr. 8, N. Das Gupta
of Presidency College, Calcutta who delivered on the
occasion a most inspiring address. In that meeting an
appeal was made by the Principal to all the Old Boys of
the College to interest themselves in the welfare of their
Alma Mater. That appeal we are glad to note has had
sonic response within the vear. Two of our members
Mr. Amulyanath Roy and Porfessor P. K. Parija have
made over to the College authorities G. P, Notes of the
value of Rs. 300/- and Rs. 500/~ for endowing prizes. This
_1s a practical indication of the interest taken by our Old
Boys in the welfare of their institution.

It 1s confidently hoped that further response to that
appeal will be forthcoming in the future. The Association
has been able out of its own funds to provide a silver cup
to be competed for at the College Annual Sports.

The Ravenshavian, which keeps Old Boys informed
about the activities of the College, we are continuing to get
at a cheap rate due to the kindness of the Principal.

From the accounts which have heen circulated it
will appear that the total amount received up to 31-1-29
was Rg, 986-8-5 out of which Rs. 466-5-9 has been spent,
leaving a bhalance of Rs. 520-2-8. The accounts have been
duly audited and passed by the Managing Committee at
their meeting held on 31-1-29.
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survive as no other ancient civilisation had survived. He then put
the question “What is right in our culture” ? and set to answer it as
the principle of live and let live—the principles of religious toleration:
and he exhorted his audience to stick fast to this principle. And
secondly, the philosophy of suffering. In this connection, he made a
.distinction between ¢ a9 andsy g4, between ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Good’
‘Good’ he pointed out, should be the end of our life, and not ‘pleasure’.
He said he was a believer in unhappiness and not happiness. Happi-
ness, he thought, is possible in the mere passive acquiescence of the
possible and the present, But suffering is the stuff of which all great
heroes and actions are made: Unhappiness is the indication of the
greatness of soul. And ours, he pointed out, is a philosophy of unhappi-
ness and suffering, He then defined a ‘dedicated life’ which he
pointed out, consists not in the pursuit of wealth, the acceptance of
a few judgeships, Executive Councillorships or Law Memberships, but
in the surrender of the soul to the realisation of the great end—to
the incessant service in the cause of sanitation, uplift of villages,
social reforms and removal of illiteracy.

This led him to the off-hand remark, what wonderful people we
are in passing resolutions, how good at talking, how loguacious; we
discuss violence or non-violence, Dominion Status or Independence but
whatlittle of action! He incidentally remarked that to talk of Dominion
Status as a means to secure independence Is like getting into marriage to
get a divorce (Laughter). He quoted from Gita, showing how the
archery of Arjuna and the contemplation of Krishna were both
necessary for the victory. The archery of Arjuna was lacking in India.
He put all his stress and emphasis on the work of reeonstruction. He
asked “what is the British Government representative of, in oar
country ?” Of the weaknesses in us, of our social evils and the
religious funds amongst us. Reform yourself and the British Govern-
ment will disappear automatically. And what isit that hinders us from
effecting the social reforms ? It is our inaction. Here, the flame must
be laid on our shoulders and not on the British who do not interfere
in our social matters. We talk and talk but just at the time of
action, withdraw our hand. He concluded his peroration by exhorting
the audience to do social work and reminded them that while doing so,
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Commemoration Day
EEYEr33

The College Commemoration Day was observed on Saturday the
2nd February 1929 and the old boys of the College were cordially
received by the Principal and the staff in the College premines which
had been heautifully decorated with up-to-date lists of benefactors,
memers of the staff and graduates of the College. The laboratories
remained open to the visitors and interesting experiments were shown
in the different laboratories, The principles of telegraphy and
telephony, the processes of electroplating and eletro-gilding and
numberous other experiments of general interest to the public were
shown and explained in the Physical Lahoratory where the guests
were treated to a radio programme. In the Chemical Laboratory
artificial volcanoes, singing flames, smoke without fire, chemical snow
and chemical vegetation were shown and in the Botanical Laboratory
insectivorous and parasitic plants, grafted fruits of gourds, models of
artesian and tube wells and different aspects of plant life were care-
fully explained to the visitors. The economic products of Orissa were
exhibited in the Kanika Library and the charts on the wall showing
in pictures the comparative health, wealth and education of the people
of India in comparison with the other countries proved very
attractive while the agricultural and sericultural exhibits proved
instructive and useful. The exhibits of the Prachi Society--the palm
leaf manuscripts of Orissa were the centre of all attraction, The guests
were taken to the southern part of the College compound where
there was a rally of the Cuttack District Boy Scouts who went through
various performances and their flag signallings and smart enthusiastic
appearance showed the careful training which they had got.

Light refreshments were served to the wuests and in the meet-
ing of the Old Boys' Assoctation, the I'rincipal summarised the activities
of the College during the year and the accounts tere passed and
budget estimates were adopted and the office-bearers for the next year
were elected. A new rule was adopted to the effect that a member by
coming to the College for study ceases to be a member of the Old Boys’
Association but may renew his membership without = payment of
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West Hostel Notes,

We congratulate Babu Hari Prasad Basu Mallik who has been
appointed as a teacher in the Scieace College Patna. There was a
meeting in our Common Room to give him a hearty farewell. Another
hearty farewell was given to Babu Kripasindhu Misra, an ex-boarder
who has already sailed for England to appear for the I. C. S8,
examination.

There was an inter-hostel debate with Principal T, C. Orgil in
the chair. Babu Chintamani Misra of the East Hostel moved ‘“that
in the opinion of the house military education should not be imparted
in schools and Colleges.” Babu Romesh Chandra Misra of the West
Hostel opposed the motion. It was a lively debate and there was a
large gathering. The presidential remarks though pithy were
highly instructive, The Saraswati Puja festival was conducted with
great pomp and splendour, A large number of invited guests were
cordially received amdist feasting and rejoicing,

In the month of March four people came from Poona to show
some physical feats, At the outset we thought that they were fit
only for street shows but actually their performances were found to
be far above the average.

Chief among our tennis players during this term mention may
be made of Babu A. K. Das and Ramprasad Mukharji who have
distinguished themselves admirably in the Tennis court. We are
proud of the cup they have won.

Just after the examination we entertained all the examinees
of the three hostels at av evening party in our gquadrangle garden,
well decorated for the purpose. On hbehalf of the boarders Babu
Romesh Chandra Misra exhorted the examinees to elbow their way
into the world out of the dreamy academic spheres and chalk
out noble plans for country's service feasible for others to pursue.
He thanked them all and expressed our good wishes to them. His
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ing was held on the 15th September. Srijut Susil Roy moved that
“science is more necessary for human progress than literature,”: Professor
Nirmal Banerjee kindly consented to preside on this occasion.
Srijut Roy with a forceful speech explained the utility of science and
the debt of humanity to it. Srijut Durga Charan Das valiantly
defended the cause of literature. Srijuts Bimal Pal and Prabhat
Mubkherji proved veritable champions of the cause of science and
literature respectively. At the end science secured a decisive majority.
The Presidentdissolved the meeting after delivering a neat little speech
advocating the utility of science in the modern world. The third
meeting was held on the 9th February 1929. Professor Girija Roy
occupied the presidential chair. Srijut Prabhat Mukherji proposed
that “legislation is necessary for social progress in India.”
Srijut Himansu Bose opposed this zealous reformer cooly refuting the
charges and pointing that any hasty action will ultimatety do more
harm to the society. Srijuts Nonigopal Ganguly, Bimal Pal, Narendra
Mukherji, Susil Mukherji began to bandy words with one another.
The president terminated the proceedings with a suitable speech. The
fourth meeting was held on 30th March 1929. We had Professor
B. K. Chatterji our permanent vice-president as the president on this
occasion. The attendance was far from being satisfactory. Srijut
Bimal Pal proposed that “Scouting should he encouraged in Tndia.”
Srijut Prabhat Mukherji spoke in a dissentient voice, declaring that
scouting is but an alien movement, quite superfluious in India.
Ultimately the supporters of scout movement suffered a sorry defeat.
The President with his usual eloquence summed up the subject matter
and then the meeting came to an end.

Brvar Par,
HiMansu Bosge

Joint Honorary Secretaries
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The fourth volume of the Law Catalogue of the College Library
is now ready.
* * * * *

Electric clocks have now been installed in all prominent
parts of the College so that we are now having accurate standard
time.

* * * *

‘Udaynath Rath a student of the 8rd year of this College
was awarded the medal as being the best boy of the College for
the year, Members of the staff in charge of the various depart-
ments of the College had to record their votes in favour of three
out of nearly 15 students of the College who had secured high places
in the University and class examinations. Udaynath secured the
highest number of votes as having shown proficiency in the various
departments and so won the prize. Chintamoni Misra stood second
in order of merit and Ramchandra Rath secured the third place,
Our congratulations to Udaynath.

* * * *
Our best thanks are due to Mrs. Orgiil who has very kindly
- interested herself in our Magazine and supplied us with a new Cover
. page for our Magazine, This cover page with its artistic setting
is a decided improvement on the old design.

g

Report of the Oriya Debating Club.
(From January to March 1929)

We have had two sittings of the Club during the period under
report. Both of the sittings were held in the Junior Common Room
under the presidency of Professor Pati M. A,

The 4thsitting was held on the 9th February. Babu Dinabandhu
Behera moved that the graduates of the present-day Indian Universities
are useless members of society. He and his supporters argued
that those who obtain degrees of the Indian Universities are so many
manufactured slaves, service being the only support of their life, luxury
and vanity form the main part of their efficiency.
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Professor of English and several times as the officiating Principal of
this College, has bettered its condition in many respects. We have al-
ways found in him a cheerful and amiable gentleman and also one of
the best well-wishers of the College. His absence will surely be keenly
felt both by the members of the staff and by the students. While
bidding adieu to him with a heavy heart, we most sincerely wish him
all peace and prosperity. &
* * * *

The Commemoration Day of the College, a detailed account of
which will be found elsewhere in the present issue of the Magazine,
was celebrated with great success on the 2nd February last,

» * * *

We are very glad to note that the Rajah of Kanika, one of the
benefactors of our College, has been appointed to be a member of the
Executive Council of Bihar and Orissa.

» * * *

We are also very glad that Rai Sahib Gopal Chandra Ganguli,
late Professor of English of this College, has been honoured with the
title of ‘Rai Bahadur.’

* * S *

We learn with great pleasure that Professor Parija has been
elected President of the Botanical Section of the Indian Science Congress
for the coming year. He was also, to our great pleasure, nominated to
the Legislative Council of Bihar and Orissa, for the period during

which the Patna University Bill was under discussion.
* * * #

We are glad to note that Dr. B. K. Singh, Senior Professor of
Chemistry,has been nominated to the Senate of the Patna University.
) * * * *
We are thankful to our Principal, Mr. T, C. Orgill who has
been pleased to make the Staff Common Room more comfortable by

having some of its wants removed.
* * * *

We congratulate Babu Bamacharan Das, one of our old boys,
on his being awarded a State Scholarship by the Government of Bibar

and Orissa for the study of Mathematics in the Cambridge University.
We wish him every success.
* * #* #*
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Then, again, acting as a profession is not popular today in
India. Of course thereare actors who are masters of all branches of
mimetic art and can produce visible, palpable and psychological effects
by their acting; there are actresses whose wonderful music of voice,
looks, manner and person can have the strongest effect on her comrades
on the stage for her audience; but their number is very small. One
reason for the unpopularity of the profession which nobody can conceal
is the fact that morality in stage-life is low at present, of course I am
not speaking of the amateur-produces. This is due, perhaps, to the
conservation, false vanity and honour of our educated people; they
might have got natural aptitude for art and they know that the
profession is paying; yet, they will prefer a clerkship to this profession,
It is true that the structure of our society is such that no woman or
girl of any respectable family can come forward to make money in the
roll of a female character, unless she is helpless and given up by the
society as out-caste; even if she has the mind and inclination, she cannot
‘do it for the social obstacles which confront her. What to speak of
acting, any sort of vocational training for women is not popular in
India now;a woman in India has hardly any freedomof action; she
has no independent status. Of course, it will take time to popularise
them, but it cannot be done by making any radical changes in the

society if the educated society take the initiative. It is happy augury
bowever that conditions are gradually changing.

Now actresses are chiefly recruited from amongst people whom
the society has given up as fallen; we should be satisfied with them for
years to come. But then if the actresses happen to be immoral, they
can be reclaimed in a short time if the actors, the stage managers

etc, are moral by nature. So we shall have nothing then to
complain of.

Often, we find that theatrical companies belong mostly to
individuals who have very little knowledge of the art and whose
sense of morality and decency is greatly responsible for the condi-
tions of the stage; the whole concert is entirely at the mercy of
his unions.

As regards acting itself, it has many defects; the first and
feremost of them is that players do not try to interpret Indian
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British rule, Is it because Indian genius could not conceive of them ear-
lier 4 Certainly not. “Naiyae shasire” wich was written probably before
the Christian era goes to show that the theatre is entirely of Indian
origin; there we find description of the play house. Even in the Vedic
age (as professor Levi tellsus), dramatic spectacleso f religious character
were of common occurrence; they used to be performed on oceasions of
special rejoicings and festivals. That regular theatres flourished in
Hindoo period goes without saying. Sanskrit drama, the highest product
of Indian poetry reached its climax of excellence in the hands of Kalidas,
one of the nine gems of the Court of Vikramaditya of the 4th century
A. D. (that beeing the latest date accepted by the theorists).

In Hindoo period, acting was considered as a highly specialised
art and a noble profession. “Sutradhara”, the chief actor was required
to possess all the moral qualities that could be then conceived of (Epgr.
Ind. Ipra. 881); he was supposed to know all the arts and sciences that
the actors and actresses were respected and used to be held in high
esteem in society can be proved from the fact that Bharata and Urbasi
who were actors, were ranked as divine sage and nymph; there are
various other testimonies which support the view that the actor’s
profession was not considered degrading.

Then, again, the words ‘range’, ‘pati’, ‘‘Yavanika", ‘nepathya’
ete apart from any other documentary evideace testify that all the
accessorics to the representation of a drama, were known to the Indians
in the Hindu period.

Mahomedan conquest put everything in chaotic condition;
the tradition of dramatic performance vanished; the actors and poets
who always looked to kings for support became rare, because the
Mahomedans had no sympathy for Hindu culture as people were
so much harassed every now and thenthat they hardly thought of
art any more. Of course, the countries which remained independent
retained their culture to some extent; but subsequent political changes
seriously affected all sorts of art and almost killed them.

During the British rule, when peace was established, before
the ancient cultyre could be revived, the western civilization dawned
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have become dramatists, The famous play-wrights such as Barrie,
Galsworthy, Shaw, Bennett started as novelists, Of course, I do not
mean to say that these people write plays primarily for the stage;
often they write plays for publication and some of these plays will be

failures if put on the stage. But it cannot be denied that they are
greatly influenced and sometimes seduced by the modern stage.

But who is the master of the situation 9 The answer evidenlty
is the audience—the people who pay for the show. Their wants
must be satisfied. What do they want 9 Do they want beautiful
stage settings onlyq Are they to be carried away only by the sweet
smile of the actressq Are their eyes onljr confined to the costumes of the
players 9 Do they go to the theatre to see a swordfight or any such
feat ¢ Of course they do want these things; but movies which are coming
to the fore front in the 20th century very rapidly can give them these
at less price; movies make stronger appeal. Sothe theatre to keep up
and justify its existence must give to the audience something more than
mere entertainment e. g, ideas and action. Thus the movies have
forced the theatre to a higer plane of art.

The drama 1s the main and by far the most important thing in
the theatre. It is believed by every Englishman that the world’s high-
water mark in thedramatic production was reached by Shakespeare in
the 16th century. Thereis some truth in that belief. Shakespeare
was a poetic dramatist and is one of the hest of the type—he is rich in
thought and language. His dramas like the dramas of Kalidas have
high literary value. But how isit then that Shakespeare has been
banished from the modernstage ¢ The reason obviously is that the
modern play is a national sepsation; it is a really a part of the national
life of Burope and the national life is greatly influenced by dramatic
art and music. The play which does not touch the national life has no
place in the modern stage. Does he (Shakespeare) not then treat of
life ¢ Yes, he treats of life as fully asit could be; but it cannot be
adapted to moderalife. Modern heroism is entirely different from Shakes-
pear’s type. The social order of the 16th century has undergone a huge
change and is undergoing changes every day. Consequently the drama
is affected by thechanges in the social order. So Shakéspeare is not suit-
able for present purposes. There is no doubt, however, that he had more
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in writing answers, Now I shall show you that many eminent persons

in the world are birds with the same feather like ourselves. a

Goldsmith himself had never a particular liking for Mathe-
matical studies. He used often tosay “any dunce could be a Mathe-
matician” | ( champions of Mathematics please copy!). Macaulay's
dishike for Mathematics interfered with a successful College career.
Coleridge Dequincy,Shakespeare Thackeray, Dumas, Goethe, A, France,
Gorky etc bad no taste for Mathematics. Bertrand Russel prophesises
“Mathematics is a subject in which we do not know what we are
talking about, nor what we are saying is true.”

Says a pious, frank Civilian and Magistrate ‘Multlplication is a
vexation, addition is as bad, the rule of three doth puzzle me and
practice drives me mad.” Signed on oath—Triver Grant I. C. S,

The world poet Rabindranath candidly confesses that he
wont be sorry if he is said to be worse than a third-rate Mathema-
tician in Mathematics, He gave up his schoollife owing to
the opposition of Mathematics. Abanindranath Tagore the founder
of the Bengal School of painting says “that in his childhood he
had a terrific dread of Mathematics and shivered in the corner
of his beart to approach before the teacher of Mathematics.
Rajnarain Bose the saintly Brahmo preacher says that he had a
wmathephobia. He was dreadfully afraid of a book of arithmetic,
We may mention the illustrious names of Keshab Sen, ChittaranjanDas,
Iswar Vidyasagar, Sankaran Nair, Lalit Banerjee a veteran educationist
could not write a somnet—as he bewails, owing to utter lack in
Mathematical commonsense ! Acharya SirP. C. Roy says that every
member of his family is deficient in Mathematics.

. My dear members of this sacred brotherhood, 1 think now you
have been able to grasp the pernicious hollowness in Mathematical
studies. Sir Ashutosh and Gurudas understood it although a bit lately
and after standing ficst in the University, what did they become ?
Professor of Mathematics with a paltry pay of less than a
thousand ? No, they became votaries of Mammon to earn lakhs.
Always remember and lecture about the stories of three poets, Lord
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Defence of a murderer.

A

Before we discuss the subject atlength it will not be out of
place here to say something about the duty of an advocate or a lawyer
to his clients as the subject comes wunder the broad head of this
topic.

Now as regards the duty of an advocate to his clients I wish to
divide it into two parts namely duties which an advocate owes to
clients in general as distinct from duties that he owes to the
individual client in each case. As today’s subject matter comes
under the province of the latter I need not say much about the
former. Suffice it to say that an advocate should have all the
qualifications that are required not only for his success in life but also
in order that he may he able to discharge faithfully, his duaties to the
entire satisfaction of the client-world at large.

Next comes the latter aspect of the question and here again we
must divide it, for our convenience, into two subdivisions namely the
duty of a lawyer to his client where the client—happens to havea
cause of action against another, that is, he is a plaintiff and complai-
nant or where the clientis a defendant or accused.

Let us pause here for a moment to know the impositions of
legislature of different countries upon legal practitioners as to their
obligation to accept the cases that come to them. The question
is whether an advocate is bound to accept every case that is
offered him and justified in taking up every case that may come
in his way. Opinions differ in England and America and European
countries generally take the view that American lawyers are
disposed to treat the profession of law in pretty same light as
that of a trade. But English lawyers are of opinion that an advo-
cate is bound to give his help to every one who goes to him, no
matter, whatever the nature of the case may be. It is the duty of
the advocate to place himself at the service of every litigant, who is

not able to conduct his own case, for manifestation of his skill of
4
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everything. 1In a solitary case he has been carried away by
the comsensus of testimony of the manuscripts un- consciously shocking
the sense of delicacy of many a reader, As some examples of the
above may be instanced the following:—Last line of 59th couplet on
page 3, last line of 15th stanza on page 67, first line of 18th couplet
on page 86, second line of 29th couplet on page 99. The notes on
AR ATR TV, A191 IR GeAGET, WA are not happy
and doubtful. May not the first line mean something like this—
“The utterance or repetition of whose name is the most powerful
armour against evils and danger” When the line is taken to be standing
by itself without any reference to the preceding line, it will yield
better sense.

The second line has been squeezed and twisted much and has
yielded a strange meanirg. May it not mean the symmetrical and
curved nose ? The aquiline nose of other nationalities—resembling the
gentle curve of a sword will by virtue of its fascinating and madden-
ing charm make the female section of the onlookers elope with its
possessor cutting off all domestic ties.

=ifaar may perhaps mean those who have well-rounded hips.
What is the significance of ‘qymaym ®fam’ 9 Does the sour wood-apple
really undergo the change attributed to it while inside the digestive
apparatus of an elephant ? Does the word ‘I’ mean something else ¢
‘Those who have gone far in Vedic literature give a different meaning
to it (;y51) but they do not raise their voice against a usage which is
hoary with antiquity.

The claim of Professor Mohanty as a sucessful editor of old
Oriya books will be admitted by any one who will care to read the
introductory chapter and the glossary of the book with intelligent
interest and fair scratiny,

CHANDRAMANI DaS,
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One will have to raise himself to a religious plane in order to
appreciate the beauty of this section. 1t may be called a rechauffe of
the Varshnavite literature in an Oriya garb. The learned editor has
lavished on this the wealth of his information of the Py rans and other
books on religion, The twentyseventh chapter (Chhanda) of
‘Mathuramangal’ which contains many lines of bare and pregnant
simplicity is weighted with the pure gold of mystic poetry. This has
supplied our learned editor the base on which he has raised the struc-
ture of his theological discassion by drawing upon all the traditional
school of religious thought specially Vaishnavite thought and making
his treatment conform to them and mysticism that has been taught
by the Upanishads and the great religions of the east.

The learned editor says that the poet wrote this book in his
early fifties when he had experienced the fluctuations of fortune, had
discerned the tinsel from the gold and was striving to make himself
spiritually richer and stronger in order to fit himself for the unknown
world, or as some thinkers say, for the presence of God. The hook
bears distinct marks of the poet's spiritual richness of thought. The
period in which he flourished and the period that had preceded him
have yielded a rich harvest of theological poetry, because the most
gifted writers of the time used to prize spiritual excellence more than
anything else. Now in the present age other excellences and other
intellectual necessities seem to have discountenanced spiritual excellence,
s0 men are being fed with other kinds of mental pabulum. Things
theological and spiritual are losing their hold on the conscience of a
moderner, as he is accustomed to walk on the solid ground of reason
and commonsense—which is nothing but caleulation applied to life. In
this age thiungs like faith and love of God have no place, as men want
trath to be built upon fact, tested by the senses. Scientists have given
them the idea that thoughts and feelings are the result of chemical
changes in the cell of the brain, so they are ever ready to offer the
most serious challenge to things like spiritnalism, the existence of God
and future life. They do not hesitate to say that the currency of the
spiritualist is not struck in the mind of truth, Science has bombarded
the stronghold of religion and theologians have heen reduced to a state
of confused silence. |
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these guarters now extends to the canal bank, which is a great
improvement.

This completes my formal summary; and I will not stand any
longer between you and Professor Radhakrishnan whom, I know, you

are all impatient to hear,
%‘%%ﬁ: 2

Some thoughts—an anthenticated edition of
Mathuramangal by Professor
A.B. Mohanty M- A.

Professor Artaballabh Mohanty has done a valuable service
to Oriya literature by bringing out a very nice edition of ‘Mathura-
mangal’. He has tried in this book as in the other books he has
edited to make up much leeway in Oriya literature specially regarding
its critical side. He will receive the silent gratitude of the appreciative
public for his work. As the book has heen prescribed for the B. A.
Examination in Oriya vernacular, the learned editor has tried to dress
it in all the finery of literary criticism. What is calculated to commend
itself most to those for whom it is intended is the introductory chapter
of the book. But its length running over more than ninety pages may
not be so very appealing as appaling to them, It will scare away the
* ordinary reader leaving him in his ignorance as ever. It would have
been better if it had been hoiled down to such a bulk as not to tax the
patience of the readers.

This chapter may broadly be divided into four parts. ~First,
different readings of some lines in the text and their amendments. Some
of the amended Tines are decided improvements upon those that appear-
ed in other editions, while others appear to be hardly an improvement.
On the whole the older editions of the baok are nowhere near the
present one. Our editor has a stinging phrase or two for the other
editors whenever he thinks them to have mutilated the original lines
and distorted the meaning of the poct. Those only deserve such digs
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‘/Body, but we owe to his munificence our splendid library  building.
We wish him success in his new exalted position.

We have also suffered a loss. We have to convey our condo-
lence to the Mayurbhanj Family on the hereavement which they have
suffered in the death of Maharaja Lieutenant Purna Chandra Bhanj
Deo. He was a generous benefactor of this College, just as his futher
and grandfather before him were benefactors of the old College. We
have suffered other losses in the deaths of Babu Nimai Charan Chau
Patnaik, a prominent educationist, who was the Head Master of the
Peary Mohan Academy for over twentyfive years; of Babu Gopa-
bandhu Das, educationist and social worker; and of Rai Sahib Nanda
Kishore Bal, a well-known poet.

Certain of the old boys have received appointments of interest,
Babu Harish Chandra Baral has been appointed Assistant Traffic
Superintendent, G. I, P. Railway; a research scholar, Babu Hari
Prasad Basu Mallik, has been appointed a Demonstrator in Chemistry
at the Patna Science College; Babu Golak Behary Banerji, D. Sc.,
Asgistant Professor of the same College; Babu Ramani Kanta Ghosh,
a probationer in the Government Printing Press. Besides these, Mr.
M. N. Bhuyan has obtained the degree of B.Sc. (Honours) in Engineer-

ing from King’s College, London and Mr, Sadananda Ray has quali-
fied as a Barrister-at-law,

Certain new prizes have been endowed during the year. Mr,
Amulyanath Ray has given an endowment for a prize, to be named
after his father-in-law, Dr. Bhusan Chandra Bhattacharya; this prize
is given anuually to the student who stands highest in the examination
of the First Year Class. Mr. Parija bas also endowed a prize, in
memory of his parents; this is annualiy awarded to the student who
stands highest in the I, Sc, class, and proceeds to take the B. Sc. course.
A sum of a value sufficient to purchase a Government Promissory Note
for Rs. 700/-, has also been instituted by the Muhammadans of Orissa;
from this two prizes, one of Rs. 15/- and one of Rs, 10/- are awarded to
Mubammedan students of the College., Taking into account the
various sources from which assistance can be given to the poor and
deserving students e. g. from Government and private scholarships,
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Even to-day there is some tendency towards this differentiation and 1
am sort¥ to say that it is so, because we are losing our students from
the Ravenshaw College for the Patna College, simply hecause they feel
that the degree here is better., When the Colleges will be taken over
by the University, the differentiation will be all the more accentuated.
I am an Oriya, representing the interests of Orissa as I do, I feel that
it is not desirable from “our standpoint, because we cannot afford
to send as many pupils as we should like to send to the centre of the
University. Therefore 1 feel that on this ground there will be greater
friction between the internal and external Colleges.

The next question on which the external Colieges are not consi-
dered favourably is that of their Governing Bodies. I for myself do
not mind if the University nominates two members on the Governing
Body, but there are Colleges, namely, the $t, Columba’s College at
Hazaribagh which is definitely opposed to this nomination by the
University. At present, as I find from the opinion of the Principal of
that College, that members of the Governing Body are nominated by
the Mission. The Mission, as it ought to be, is the Governing Body;
and, as in all other Colleges, they have also got a staff council; and the
Governing Body has got the controlling power, the supreme power,
there, and they say that if the University interferes in their manage-
ment they would close the College. I have heard it from one hon'ble
member that the St. Columba’s College will close down—they are
prepared even to go to that length—if the University is prepared
to nominate members for their Governing Body. These are the points
of friction likely to arise between the external Colleges and the inter-

nal Colleges.

Apart from these, what I feelis that this Bjll does not bring
about any material changes. The structure is such that it is not
likely to bring about any greatimprovement in the training and, as
one hon’ble member has pointed out, the central University Board,

.if it is created, can be created without having recourse to legislation;
the selection boards can also be set up without legislation, I want to
. make my position clear, The teachers view this Bill with suspicion
and they are nervous to some extent. It may be said that they are
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prospects of the Bihar National College there will not be any effective
redistribution in the teaching of subjects in the two Colleges.
In that case, the University will require a large sum of money for
the reorganisation, and the result will be that Government will
have to make a lump grant to the University for the reorga nis-
ation. But as we all know in this province we have got a very
limited sum available for higher educationand if the Patna Colleges
take the largest share, where will the money be forthcoming for the
improvement of the external Colleges ¢ This is the chief ground on
which the external Colleges are opposed to this Bill.

I being keenly interested in the Ravenshaw College, in the
welfare of the Ravenshaw College, I am opposed to this Bill on
this ground. If our position is safeguarded and if we are guaran-
teed that we will get what we want,then we do not mind if the Colleges
at Patnaare takenover by the University and managed by it. The
next question about which the external Colleges are also nervous is that
their demands for money should pass through the hands of the Syni-
dicate which will manage the internal Colleges. What will be the
position. There will be a central University board at Patna to co-ordi-
nate teaching and to establish professorships, to have new subjects
taught and so on. The centra] University board will send a recommen-
dation to the Syndicate demanding so mnch money and the Syndicate
will recommend to Government. Now what will happent to the Raven-
shaw College 9 They will want a chair in English established at that
College. They will send the demand to the Syndicate, the Syndicate will
judge the two demands, one to the interest of the internal College and
the other to the interest of the Ravenshaw College which will have only
one representative according to the Bill. We fear that they may decide
that theneed of the Ravenshaw College is not so pressingand they will
pass it on, Is it likely that a demand which has already heen considered
by the central board which consists of the members of the governing
body of the Patna College and recommended by the Syndicate the majo-
tity of whose members are local people belonging to the Colleges of Patna
will be set aside by Government in favour of the necessity of the Raven-
shaw College. I think not. I beg tosubmit that if Government give the
major portion of the money to the internal Colleges the external Colleges
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nominated ViceChancellor. We are not the only people in  the
Senate who voted for the nomination of the Vice-Chancellor, I
believe there were some non-official members who also sided with
us. And the ground is clear. The election of the Vice-Chancellor
subject to the veto of the Chancellor as the Bill provides is certainly
not a desirable thing. I know there are Universities in the West
like the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge where the Vice-
Chancellor is elected. But he is elected from among two persons
nominated by the Council, corresponding to our Syndicate. But
there 1s no veto of the Chancellor attached to this, If the Minister
for education is the Chancellor, he helng a party man, it may happen
that he may veto the man he does not desire to be Vice-Chancellor. It
may be questioned that this is not likely, but when a law is madeit is
not made for the good; it is also made for the wicked, and if the Chan-
cellor is by any means a wicked person he can, if he is so minded
veto the Vice-Chancellor and can so manage affairs that he will have
his party men elected as ViceChancellor. I ask hon'ble members to
consider this question, whether this is a desirable state of affairs in an
educational institution, the premier institution for higher education
in this proviace. I for one consider that it is not desirable that the
Vice-Chancellor should be subject to such a constitution as this.

The next minute of dissent in the Bill, to my mind, is the
increase in the lay element, that is, non-teaching element, in the
Senate. If the Semate has been a body corresponding to that of
the other Universities like Lucknow, Bengal and Allahabad, this
would not be at all objectionable. But in a constitution like
what is proposed, where the Senate has the power to go into every
avademic detail of the University, an increase in the lay element
will not be in the hest interests of higher education, Is it
possible that a professional lawyer, who is busy in the Courts, will
be able to devote as much attention to the academic details of
the University as a teacher who is engaged therein ! On this
ground, I believe it would be disastrous,—it would not be in the
real interest of higher education—to have the lay element
increased.
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The board was almost unanimous in coming to the con-
clugion that knowledge of the vernaculars has deteriorated and that
something must be done to counteract this. But when it came to the
remedies there was very acute difterence of opinion, Some members
did not want any text books, others were against questions on litera-
ture and most of the members were opposed to any arrangement by
which a joint board of examiners would set some questions which
were to be answered by all candidates. One feature of the discussion
was that teachers seemed to be afraid of stiffening the examinations
and wereeager to lay stress on the convenience of the examinees. By
a majority of votes the arrangements of a joint board of examiners was
negatived. One result of the present arrangement is that as difterent
papers are set by different people, examiners in each paper are likely to
try to make their paper as easy as possible and acceptable to the men of
their community so that their group may not suffer in comparison with*
other groups, because nobody would like to face the odium of having
set a paper which was stiffer than the other vernacular papers.
‘Where teachers would thus compete in making the papers easy it
would be idle to expect that the knowledge of the vernaculars in
the students would improve.

The postgraduate students, the hoarders of the College
Hostels, the members of the staff beld meetings to bid farewell to Mr.

Whitlock on his departure from the College as

vgi‘i)fie;:ﬁ Assisi.:ant Director of Public Instruf:tion. These
farewell. . functions show how popular he was with everybody
with whom he came in contact and how during

his stay in Orissa he had been able to win the hearts of the students
who read under him in the College. “The first gradute from Orissa
the first Oriya minister, and the first Oriya to cross the seas’ associated
‘with the students in bidding farewell to Professor Whitlock and
in all these functions people gave expression to the high esteemn and
regard they felt for the departing Professor., These functions are
almost unique for we do not remember any other occasion when so
many meetings were held when a Professor was transferred from the
College, and they show how Professor Whitlock’s work in the College
and outside was aPpreciated by the people among whom he spent

the best part of his life,
—~7
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The fourth session of the College teachers’ conference was held
at Calcutta and the speech delivered by Dr Urquhart in opening the
conference is well-worth careful perusal by all persons
T%}:ﬁgﬁg?ﬁ:‘%;ﬁ interested in the education of hoys. Dr. Urquhart
Conference.  laid strees on two problems of the present times—
University reconstruction and student welfare. He con-
gratulated the College teachers for their attempt to tackle the problem
of University reconstruction because the College and the University
formed two distinct corporations whose interests have to be nicely
balanced, He pointed out that there may be rivalry between the
University and the constituent Colleges and the staff of the Colleges
may be jealous of the more interesting work and higher privileges
of those who were engaged in postgraduate teachings and at the
same time there might be in the postgraduate teachers a certain
loftiness of attitude due to a consciousness of a recently completed
academic career, the more varied experience of other Universities or
simply to the fact that they are specialists in particular subjects. This
rivalry was deprecated and Dr, Urquhart pointed out how the College
teachers and the postgraduate teachers were all workers in the same
field and how their united and sincere efforts can lead to real better-
ment of the country,

As regards the welfare of the students Dr, Urquhart laid
stress on the fact that the University ought to prepare the students
for adherence to whatever party the future requirements of their
lives may determine. Education was not to be detached from life
nor was it the purpose of education to build up specialists but the true
teacher will make “education the means for realising the broadest and
highest kind of life such as is lived by men who will stand upon.their

own feet and exercise that enlightened judgment which is born of the
truest culture and knowledge,”

Very great stress was laid on the weak health of the students
reading in the various schools and Colleges by H, E. the Governor of
Bengal in his convocation address of the Calcutta

Tlﬁﬁg:}ﬁ; of  University. It was pointed out that the students
: - of Bengal were physically weak and incapable of
hard work and only three petcent of the students were in normally
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these costly experiments of striving after self-contained educational
systems while primary education is starving and female education

is in a moribund condition,
G.S. R,

it
News and Views.

=Y —N
The Patna University Amendment Act came up before the
Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council and was negatived. A very
regrettable incident at the close of the debate led to
Eﬁ;ni?n’zggf °©  several members walking out of the Council hall as
ment Act a protest against a ruling from the chair and so
there was no voting on the bill. The hill has
however drawn the attention of the Government to the defects of the
present University Act and probably the discussion in the Senate and

the Council will form the basis of a Government bill to amend the
constitution of the present University,

The University at Patna has peculiar difficulties to face, The
province itself is formed of an administrative and geographical union
of two separate entities each jealous of the other and each trying to
secure as large a share of the provincial revenue as it can obtain.
Thus Orissa will not agree to any arrangement by which all the
University departments and facilities for higher teaching will be
centralised at Patna. The people of Orissa want their own post-
graduate classes, their own medical and engineering Colleges, their
own professional and training institutions and ultimately their own
University, they can never be satisfied with any arrangment under

which Oriya students will be compelled to travel to Patna for any
sort of higher education. _

Yet if the Patna University, as it is at present constituted i
to develop at all, such centralisation of higher and technical education
is inevitable and duplication would involve sheer waste of money.
Higher education, is always a costly thing and the men entrusted
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single College (or group of Colleges) is given the high sounding appela-
tion of University and merely provides for higher appointments on

" higher pay to the old staff, it does no good to the country and serves
no useful purpose except to those who derive pecuniary profits there-
from or to the students who expect to pass in larger numbers from such
unitarian institutions, Increase in the number of Universities is really
a pernicious thing—it may pander to the vanity of tbe people of
certain tracts or it may please those who are afflicted with megalo-
mania, but such small Universities and gilorified Colleges cannot
provide for real higher education and by their rivalry they become
instrumental in lowering the standard of education. Their resources
must naturally be insufficient for the maintenance of a really efficient
staff and by the duplication of administrative departments and
lavish expenditure for keeping up a vainglorious existence they
squander the money at their disposal whereas, the united resources
of these institutions might have been able to maintain a central
institution for real higher education,

We are not concerned here with the question whether teaching
and residential Universities are better than merely affiliating uni-
versities for where a University can provide for higher education
it is far better than a merely examining University, But it must
be remembered that the teaching University must make provision
for those subjects which cannot be taught in the constituent Colleges
and must provide higher education of the real type to students
who may pass out of the different Colleges. There must not be
any rivalry between the University College and the external Colleges
and the only way to avoid this rivalry is to centralise all higher
teaching under the University and to treat all Colleges which teach
up to the pass degree standard as external Colleges. The University
must not have an internal College teaching in the gradumate and
pre-graduate classes—it should only maintain a staff to teach
in the postgraduate classes and all such classes in the external Colleges
should be disbanded, aud obsorved into the central institution.

‘What we wish to lay stress on is the enormous waste entailed
in the present arrangement. There is a waste of mogey because
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facilities for technical education which the people in foreign countries
can get through the medium of workshops and factaries, the avenues
for practical study and culture which are open to the hardworking
people of other countries, the variety of occupations and careers which
people in the west have before them make the University only one of
the many means of national development and attract to the University
- only a small proportion of those earnest band of students who desire.
the luxury of a higher education in life. But in India, the University
is the only source of education—if you want training in engineering
you must join an Engineering College under a recognised University
and obtain a degree after a fixed course of study and thisis true of
even agriculture, medicine, forestery etc, and some people wish to in- -
clude even music in the course of studies in the University, The first
aim of a student who joins a College is to obtain a degree as the
passport to certain services and failing that to join the bar or to
practise as a doctor, There is thus a spirit of drift and it is a very
usual sight in Calcutta to find M. Sec. students taking the law degree
and joining the bar. There is no aim in study except to get a degree
and a decent job and so there is an insistent clamour for appoint-
ment by the state by those who have passed out of agricultural schools
or veterinary classes. The real aim of the agricultural classes is for-
- gotten, and people do not atall consider that an education in agri-

culture has been useless if the student cannot make a very decent
living out of a few acres of land which he may find at his disposal.

As the students all long for a degree, courses are selected
because they are easy, examiners are appreciated only when they are
lenient and teachers are liked when they dictate written notes which
can enable the students to answer questions easily and get pass marks
with the minimum of preparation. A student takes up Economics
not because he likes it as dealing with modern financial problems of the
world but because a higher percentage pass in Economics than in
History or Philosophy and he takes up Mathematics only because
it may help to raise his aggregate in the examination. All living
interest in study is lost and the students' main concern is to obtain a
degree with the minimum of exertion and so the guardians of the
students who form the backbone of democratic institutions can never

4



