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Vol. XVI.

The medium of Instruction in lndih._
-——-:bo-<'>-o¢-—--

It has been pressed upon us from all sides to help the Vernaculad}

8o that it may replace English as the medium of instruction, :
and the demand seems so natural that it is impossible not to support -

it very fully, And yet there are certain aspects of the case to which
we can draw the atteation of our readers and the matter has givenus

some food for reflection,

It is very natural to expect that the vernaculars should be the

medium of instruction in the Schools and Colleges so that students

may proceed in the acquisition of knowledge without being hampered
by a foreign tongue with which they are only imperfectly acqﬁaintgd

Boys in the primary stage need not pass through the ordeal of reading
the grammar of a foreign language and they need not waste half
their years in the High School in learning over again in English what

they have already learnt in the lower classes through their owsa

vernaculars, A student moreover should not be appalled by the
intricacies of a language which he has merely to study through books
and should not fail to pass an examination merely becanse his
knowledge of facts cannot be presented before the examiners throygh
the medium of & language which it is so very difficult for h}lﬂ tQ
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN 3

vernaculars and so cannot effectively guide the examiners in °

their work,

Thus we cannot light-heartedly prescribe the vernacular as the

medium of instruction in the Schools or Colleges although we recognise
~that, that would be a really good thing for our students, In the olden
days education was imparted through the vemaculars because each
province was regarded as a separate self contained entity havmg one
vernacular spoken throughout its length and breadth and beecause.jof

»  the lack of communications which prevented any migration or ‘imimi.
gration on a considerable scale, The system of education was 3lso

less complicated, less costly and less specialised than it is at  present e

It will not be ‘possible now to adopt one vernactilar as’ the
medium of instruction in a particular province even when we ‘fecon-

struct the provinces on a linguistic basis and so either we would hdve’
to impart edncation through English as we are doing at presefit “ d¢ -
adopt some language which like Hindi is spoken and wunderstood a'.'ﬁ "

over India. The difficulties will remain to a very great extent in the
latter case although if an honest attempt is made, these d1fﬁcul1:1es
will gradually become less and less setious,

We hope the advocates of the vernacular medium would panse

and consider these before they introduce reforms into Schools ‘a8 any
hasty action would be ruinous to the cause of education itSelf;" roa A
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN
Ofi to the Marble Rocks for the Pujah Holidays. |

o a

- THE “MARBLE Rocks” | What a world of beauty and ro-
mance is suggested by these two magic words, and how many writers

and painters have tried their hand to catch and convey their trans-
cendent beauty to the world outside through their ornate writings
and paintings.' But how few alas have succeeded in giving a perfect
and lifelike picture of the glorious original, Yet mankind will per-
sist in this most engaging occupation till the end of time,—-such is the
lure of this woodland beauty, and such the pleasure in its pursuit,

As is generally known, the river Nerbudda, unlike most other
Indian rivers, has carved her way through hilis and hills in its west-
ward flow over the southern India plateau, and this singular fight
with rocks has made her not only deep, dangerous and difficult, but
picturesque, poetic and perfect. And at no other point, perbaps, in
her most extraordinary course has she o many charms to unfold as at
Bheda Ghat (near Jubbalpur), for here are the famous Rocks and Falls
which draw beauty lovers from all parts of the world,

The high praise given to the Marble Rocks by those who
had seen them had kindled a desire in my heart of sharing their
fortune in my very childhood, and it was only this year, when,
through God’s grace, that burning desire was fulfilled, I had fixed my
Jubbalpur programme long long before the Pujah fever was on. As
the weary summer months rolled on, and both body and mind became
jaded, I looked again and again at those significant green and red fig-
ures in the office calendar, denoting the dates, which would bring the
much needed relief and recuperation to the tired people, and mie to
the land of my dreams. Accordingly as soon as the Pujah bells rang
and the office doors banged behind us, I made my way straight to the
Railway station in company with two other co-workers, We boarded
the train ( 14 Up Nagpur Passenger ) inthe evening in a right royal
manner which landed us in Gondia (Junction for the Jubbalpur Narrow
Gauge Line ) at 2 o’ clock at night. At 12-30 o’ clock the next day we
had to change for the Narrow Gauge train with its pigmy engine and
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN 7

over the high river bank and rocky bed towards the waterfalis,
It was not without a certain amount of difhieulty that this feat of
trudging over sharp and Jjagged marble slabs with which nature hag
paved the whole of the river bed, was performed, but the lure of the
falls was too strong to make any pain felt at the moment, Presently
a distant murmur assailed our ears, and a cloud of spray was visible _
in the distance, which announced the famous Falls, As we approa-
ched it we enjoyed the wild grandeur of the scene—the narrow and
deep river rushing forth over rocky bed between high and thickly b
wooded banks, and the mighty volume of water descending down 3
the cliffs in several forked streams with deafening noise and terrific i3
fury, sending out a cloud of spray for a good distance all around, o
Immediately behind the Falis the river takes a sharp and picturesque
turn, and flows over a remarkably sloping bed, the tall Drecipitous ‘ E
bank, thickly wooded, forming a majestic back ground, At this N
Place the river is about 400 feet wide, and at the time we visited,
the falls were about 20 feet high, We gazed and gazed, and feasted j
our eyes on the wealth of beauty that lay hefore us, It was some 4
time before the glamour subsided, and ‘when it did we all indulged ;
ina dip in the holy river. This over, we came back to our camp and q
O0n our way back we ascended a hill called Chousatti Jogini, with o4
;
:

‘& temple of the same name on the summit., This rock is the highest
in the whole neighbourhood, with a good pathway to the. top,
consisting of over one hundred steps, and commands a grand prospect
of the whole countryside hills and dales full of luxuriant vegetation
through which the slender Nerbudda glides on her zigzag course

- After alight refreshment and short rest, we started visiting
the second item of our programme—the Marble Rocks, I have
already said that there is a Government Dak Bungalow on the hank
of the river which is meant for tourists and travellers, Arrangements
have also been made by the Government for boating excursions in the
river, without which the Marble Rocks cannot be properly seen and
enjoj'ed. Two boats have been provided with crew complete, which
are available on payment of a moderate scheduled rate, After the
waterfall, the course of the river has been blocked by solid rocks of
marble, through which she has carved her way with infinite patience,
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN B

The river is deep and narrow, the banks are unscalable, the water is
dark blue and the current is strong;—and all in solemn silence, beyond

humanity’s reach ! Circumstances such as these are sufficient to send a -
shudder even through the most robust heart s—he feels « lost”, But

the moment he comes to his journey’s end, and sights the familiar

Palls from afar, all feeling of uneasiness is gone, He may now feel

“lost,” lost to the Barth, but certainly nearer Heaven] .

~One of my esteemed friends who had made his pilgrimage to this
earthly paradise prior to me had instructed me to keep a sharp look:
out and study this labyrinth, which, he said, had been his supreme
riddle, I asked him at the moment how he was imposing a task on
me in which he himself by so far my superior—had already failed, [
now see that the wily Nerbudda has kept this riddle not only for him
and me, but every tourist and explorer who is bent on ravishing her
beauty without sufficient play of intelligence,’ o

Our only regret in this feast of beauty was that the river was
still high and the water muddy owing to a few previous showers
with the result that we could not enjoy the full height of the Falls,
and due to the strong current our boat could ot be rowed as close to
the Falls  as it could be in ‘normal times, Otherwise, in the dry
weather, when the river is low and the water crystal-clear, the

scenery is perfect and boating ideal,

Blessed is the Nerbudda which possesses such superb beauty,
and high praise to the Master Artist who has given her this ? It is
possible for everyone with money and mind to build the richest and
most beautiful marble edifice, but it is only for the Nerbudda to have
this wild grandeur, . It is her sole right, her monopoly, It is Nature’s
handiwork, from which al] artificial beauty is borrowed, Truly the
Marble Rocks are immortal; they appeal to one and all; they are the
artist's elysium, and at the same time have sufficient charm to move
the most unfeeling heart | At their sight “heart leaps up”, and one is
tempted to sing with Wordsworth:— '

* Barth has not anything to show more fair;
Dull would he be of soul who could pass by
. A sight so touching in its majesty:”
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thental principles of morality, ‘By sinning against his Creator his
mind is vitiated, corrupted, and debased and he isin a ruined, lost,
miserable and wretched state, It must be admitted, however, that

'the material progress made by man during the last hundred yearsis
not altogether an insignificant thing to be overlooked but the illuming-
‘tion of that material progress is not too intense to keep the debase-
ment of morality of mankind unnoticed anl unfeit by the eyes of
the critic,

. If we look into the history of mankind from the very beginn-
‘ing of the creation, we sce that the people of successive stages of
civilisation stand in quite contrast with those of the primitive type.
- As civilisation advances, it, no doubt, helps to deepen man’s thoughts
_but at the same time it opens up new outlets which lead man away -
from the good. ‘It creates crimes—crimes which like certain kind of
imposition and deceit, are only called to life by the conditions of
civilisation and it furnishes the oldest forms of the violation of law,
robbery and murder with new weapons which magnify the moral
gravity of the offence in proportion as their use demands “inventive
power and systematic calculation,’ This explains why in a primitive
stage of civilisation, the morality of a race is more uniform than it
is today. If we simply look at the totality of good and evil we see
that the greater value attainable from the heights of civilisation is
-outweighed by the increase in the evil, ' . '

~ Consequently simplicity which formed a part of the connotation
of man of the past has given place to crookedness and complexity,
Independence of thought and will, the ultimate source of moral life,
though unknown in the past is never a thing realised at present,
because, in the days of the past, independence of thought and will ~
was submitted to some one person in authority or power (probably a -
king) but now a days it is snatched away by force by the mmass and
it hardly seems that one has the power of thinking independently .
in proper sense of the term. Moreover the trend of thought of
mankind has been so moulded that he begins to suspect and think
in the wrong way at the outset however noble his aim might be
in reality which though he may realise afterwards, He makes
no distinction between love and lust. The main consequence has,
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. Translated from Rabindraniath.
>2&&

How is it that, to-day, the rays of the newly risen sun have
peeped into my heart 1 How is it that the morning hymns of the
birds have entered the gloom of the cave. I know not, why after so
many days my soul has wakened !

Oh, my soul is awakened! The water over-flows—the degire
of my hedart—the emotion of my mind, no longer can I keep in .
restraint. :

Terribly trembles the mountain and in heaps, the rocks
tremble down. The foam crested seething water roars cut in awful
wrath, It yearns to rush on in tremendous exultation—it desires
to break the heart of the hill—and drunk with the rays of the dawn
it longs to roll on the breast of the earth,

Why does Providence possess such a heart of flint ?. Why
bonds bind him on all sides ? '

Break off O, heart—break off these chaing and accomplish the
consummation your heart longs for;—raising wave over wave,
strike on and on.

When the soul is intoxicated with inspiration, what does it
care for the gloom and what does its care for the obstacles? When
the tides of desire swell ap what is there to be afraid of m the |
universe ? :

T will pour down a stfeam of compassion-I will break
through the prison of stones | over-flowing it with my songs, I will
roam over this wild world larger and delirious, :

Dishevelling my hair, gathering blossoms, spreading wings—
rainbow tinted and scattering laughter in the golden rays of the sun
‘T will pour out all my soul. _

From one summit to another, will I leap, from one mountain
" to another will I rush on, Ringing out a laughter, and smgmg ont
~ a song, T'shall keep time by the clap of hands. :
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN B

sympathy with an impatient and anxious heart, I will rush on to

‘the faroff ocean and merge this soul of mine into its and termlnate
‘my song.

Why these walls. of the dreary prison stand around me—? O,
strike—break them down-—reduce them to dust—Io, what songs the

birds have poutred forth--Oh, the beams of the sun have found a
passage,

an SSSSIPs -

Three hundred miles in a Car,
DEHCHG

The long Puja vacation was over. Everybody was rEturmng to

_his respective working place, soIhad to prepare myself for coming

back to Cuttack from Bhagalpur. But I was already disgusted by the

train journey, so I began to brood of what sort of new journey could

‘Tavail. At last I settled to run over three hundred mﬂes from
-Bhagalpur to Caleutta in a motor car.

- Our party consisted of three members ;—myself, Mr, S, Bose and
'Mr, H. Sinha and we started on the 30th of October,

On the evening of 29th of October we made everythmg ready for
the lonﬂr journey.

On the next day, the 30th October we got up at 4-30 A M. o
-get ourselves ready for the j Journey, just at the day break,

When I got up from my hed I felt very cold, but the strong desu-e
' _-_Qf gomg, forced me to leave my bed. I came out of my room and wag
charmed by the natural beauty. The moon was streaming her sweet
beams over the egrth and all was quiet, Like William Devis I thought
that I have ‘trespassed in a golden world.’ ‘The moon light like a
big white butterfly dreaming on that old castle near Caerleon,” Here
~ though there is no old castle, but the moon light was dreaming on the
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- The natural scenery was really charming, I am nota poet,
nor have I tried to  write any poem, but these beautiful, scenes
brought a poetic thought in my mind, but I was maute, ‘When L wag
taken up with this scenery, suddenly the carstopped, For g momen;
J-conld not understand what happened to our car, Butvery sgon I
Saw the river Manrakhi before us, - It was 1-20 P, M, when we
weached there. The bright rays of the sun feli on the river, .The a2
flow of water: of the river was on the other side, -the - wa.tgr
glittering by the sun light seemed as if mercury was ﬂowmg from a ,

istance. There was no metalled road or bridge over the river, The
car would have to be dragged over the river bed, and where ther¢
was water 'she would be cartied by the coolies, Hea.rmg the souncf
of the hom the coolies came to the place where’ we stood. They
charged much for carrymg the car to the other side, Atlast after somie
barga.lmng we came to a settlement. They brought long bamboos
and ropes and tied them to the front part of the car, 8o that in ‘the
wa,ter ‘they would carry the car, and water might not enter into the
engme. After they had tied the bamboos, the car was dragged to
the brim of water and in water they carried the ecar so that no
water might enter into the engine, When we reached the other slde
it was 250 P. M. The nver Manrakhi is the boundary line
between Bengal . and Bihar, Then we drove our car towards
the town Suri. Mr. Sinha was with the steering then, When
we reached Suri, it was about 3-30 p. m. Itis a big town
We got down to take some informations about another river
named Ajoy which we had not crossed by that time, It is a blg .
river in the way to Bhagalpur from Calcutta. There is no road
or bridge over the river, so the car wouid have to "cross as
she crossed the river Manrukhi, The taxi drivers of Suri could not
give any definite information, So we left the town without any
delay, and ran towards Dubrajpur, It isa small town, : We reached
Dubrajpur at 520 P,M, Then we searched out the, Police Station,
There we thought that we.. should get some receat information
abont Ajoy from the Police officers. There we learnt _that the
river: was’ fordable, but we would be put to great troubles if we
would try tocross. the river by that time, It was -already . evening.
The sun had reached the western horizon, Moreover we wete introgu,
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-

hengry by that time, We had taken mnothing from last ‘n'igh;t.".
Our last meal was very insignificant. We drove stiainght to thE

B 1 Ry Station, We took our lunch there. - At 2.80 P,M. we set

ot for Caleutta. We took two gallons petrol more for our -cat.
At'5 P.M. we reached Chandannagar, We fan throngh the heart of
the city, Imarkeda peculiarity with the French Police here, The
. Polites who were on guard on the road were all well-dressed; but-

had no shoe, I marked all the Police Constables whom 1 met in the
way, Then we crossed Chinsura and other jmportant places, At
last at 7-80 P, M. we reached the Howrali bridge. Thus our long

journey came toan end,

ROBINURA NATH MITRA,

O AT
The invisible world seeﬁ through Science.

Our imagination which is the best interpreter of natural
phenomena is equally confounded by what is infinitely great and
what is infnitely small, In fact, the phenomena of creation

astound us whether we raise our eyes to investigate the mysteries
of the heavens, or bend them downwards to examine the tiniest

creatures of the lower realm. Survey where we will, we are confronted

- with immensity everywhere. It stands majestic in the azure dome
of heaven and in the living atom too small to display to us the

marvels of its organisation, So whoever contemplates this spectacle

with the eye of imagigation must be convinced of his littleness in
comparison with the greatness of Universe. But although in the

presence of the immensity of space and eterpity of time, & feeling
of humility overpowers us and although ecach step taken by man
reveals his utter feebleness, yet the mind within “the brightest
display of the power and skill of the Infinite mind® supports him on
his journey by showing him both his power and his lofty origin.

Here also, he is astonished at the vastness of universe and
has to confess that mere humaa attempts to explain its origin

-
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day, new facts to be recognised and new proofs to be revealed of one
unique Will, one :Ompipotetice which created and Wwhich tow preserves
the great globe in all its beauty and perfection * This consciousness
* of the limitation of man, this sense of an Open secret which he can not
" Penetrate, :ff_irmsi the essence of ali religion, With the improvement of
Hatural knowledge, man has acquired the idea of the infinjte extent of
the Umiverse, he is familiar with the conception that our earth' is bt
ah infinitesimal fragment of that part of Universe which can be geen and
that its duration, as compared with our standards of time, is infinite,
He hs further acquired the idea that man is but one of innnmerahle
forms of life now existing on the globe, and that, the present existences
are but a linkkof an immeasurable series of predecessors, . S

~ These are the conceptions which are implanted in our minds hy
religion too. So it is wrong to suppose that religion ang science follow
paths which diverge from each other. Even monsters and supersti-
tions of ancient days are being explained rationally by science in these
days,. Many naturalists of the day would fain transport themselveg
back to past centuries, They accept the charming little histories with
which the rhetoricians of that day embellished their writings, The
mysterious splendours of Nature lie hidden in the temple of science
and let every one be inspired with a desire to penctrate into the sanc
tuary and uplift the veil, ' -

RAJKISHORE Rovy,
 First Year Arts,
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Qualities to whatever he saw. Thus his explanation was without
an adequate conception of causality and the world of wonders
appeared to him to be a product of magic, by a supernatural being, -

. But will the world remain a wondet, a mystery to the rat;onaj
mind ? Should man remain satisfed without an adequate explanation
of the universe he sees around ? Nothiog should remain unexplained,

- nothing should be overlooked ag mystic and wonderful, and there- :
fore, as incapable of being explained, ‘ BRI

So the later conceptions of the universe are founded on: the
Priociple of causality, for an explanation to be scientific must Jhave
a reference to the adequate cause and finality or end of the thing,
Therefore, we are mot to adore the universe for its beauties,
but to ask; who made it, and why is it made ?

Some answer these questions by a theory called the theory -of
special creation, but others by that of evolution, with or without g
creative idea or purpose underlying the world and the world-process,
We are to test the adequacy of each of these explanations, Hence »

The theory of special creation by which it is meant, that
things were created by a personal being, a spirit, more powerful and
mysterious, a supernatural being, having the same qualities, desires
and- aspirations as those of human beings and the world with jtg
beauties has been continuing to be what it is at present, from the
day of creation, The supernatural being, the absolute, wished thit
the world of finite things and animals should, be created, and it came
into being, Such a being is assamed as all powerful, so such a beitig
as cause, is sufficient to explain the origin' and regulation of the
universe, No evolution or gradual development was -mecessary foy
the present formation of the world; the history of the world, then: is
a history of self-preservation not of self-development and spwarg.
Progress, because the present world with all ‘its contents catie into
being at once at a certain time, God spake and the world catie into
being out of nothing, ' I

© - Wemay ask the following question to the-propoundqr;c‘ifﬂ
theory of special creation. Did God desire the existerice ofd” finite
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_gence, The wonderful organisms, their laws and order, force us to
fall on teleology, and discard the mechanical explanation. '

Secondly the theory of mechanical Evolution makes too many
assumptions; it assumes the very form, the very matter on which
it is based, revealing thereby its own inadequacy.

Thirdly, this theory rightly understood is not inconsistent
with teleclogy, rather it supports teleology. What is Evolution ?
Evolution is development, But what does development imply ? It
implies that something tends towards a definite end, Thus the idea
of Evolution does not exclude the idea of finality or end, '

Fourthly both the Cosmological and Biological Evolutions
reveal a purpose, and a divine intelligence, The solar system, as
explained by this hypothesis, came out of some orderly atoms; but why
should there be such an order at all, if there be no purpose as the
formation of the solar system ? This very fact suggests that there
was a purpose and an intelligene operating from the ‘very beginning
and is still so doing, Similarly, why should the more developed and

complex organisms come out of simple and small organisms, This also

reveals a guiding purpose in nature that it must produce such
organisms, : :

Fifthly this theory is unable to bridge over certaln gaps, viz
the gap between matter and life, that between life aud mind, and that
between animal mind aad rational mind.

Even if we take it for granted, that the origin of the world is
_explained by the nebular hypothesis, how does life enter into inanimate
matter ? Even Darwin who was so much for this thieory attributed
this to divine interference, Science has shown that life can come out

of life only and hence the mechanical Evolution fails hefe, Secondly

the lowest organisms like plants have life, but no consciousness, while
the higher living beings have it, How does this arise? The third is
tiie great gap between animal mind and rational mind, How does
rationality come into the latter while it is abseat in the former,

Sixthly the doctrine of hereditary travsmission on which the
Lamarckianand the Spencerian theory of biological Evolution is based,
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PHILOSOPHY.
>2&&

“Divine Philosophy ! by whose pure light,
We first distinguish, then pursue the right,
Thy power the breast from every error frees,
And weeds out all its Vices by degrees.”

( G{ﬁb?’d- )

The study of Philosophy constitutes an important partof
liberal education, It discusses in its scope the emotional and volitional
factors, percepts and images etc, It thusexamines the actual- facts of
our conscious life and it is also said to be a science of human character,
manifesting itself in good or bad conduct. In psychology, we analyse
the functions of the brain, and acquire knowledge about imagination,

memory, petception, ete, and Ethics, as a science of human character,:

enables us to acquire knowledge about our duties and rights, content-
ment, peace, Envy, Determinism, Free-will,” Eudoemonism, Hedonism,
etc, and thus serves as a guide to our moral life,

Philosophy shapes our moral character, which is the ¢ crown
and glory of life,” and gradually brings us in contact with the Omi+
present, Omnipotent, and Omniscient Being: and also enables men to
attain salvation,

Cicero exclaims,

*Philosophy ! thou direction of our lives,
Thou friend of virtue and enemy to vice,
What were we, what were the life !

Of men at all, but for thee.”

If philosophy is to be of any use to men and nations, it must
come down to earth and mix with mortal men, and be harnessed to
religious and political thought, and to the daily life of the people,
Philosophy may also be harnessed to - finance,—the unsolved problem
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the furnace, he would change them into good and golden crops of
rice, and of silver and gold, and afterwards return the money, The
learned Economist explained that with the money so borrowed,
training institutions would be built for the training of geatlemen,
who would organize the people co-operatively, organizatioﬁ being
quite as necessary for victory in battles of peace as in the fields of war,
When the people are organized and made reliable enough to return the
“money horrowed, but not till then, the Government will create and
issue from the credit now lying idle, the money required by the people
for the growing of crops, the sinking of wells, and other necessary
uses, and for these only—the money is to be returned, say, with five
petcent clear profit to Government and such other profit to bhe used
for any other nation building purpose, Baunk credits cost nothing to
create except a clerk’s wages, a ledger, a pen, and a bottle of ink,
Relieved from the satanic financier, the people will have money for
doctors and teachers, and in this way will abolish unemployment
among the gentlemen.

Religious philosophy is blended with life, and the value of
religion is urzed by its uplifting power iu life,

“Religion! what treasares untold,

Reside in that unspeakable world,

More precious than silver and god,

Or all that this earth can afford.” ( Cowper )

The Moslems and the Christians agree with our Bhagabad-
gita, in holding, -

“a’ b weanior,
av 3gfa Taw:,
A8 & gEeertay,

q wWywafa e )

“Sonl is immortal, The fire doth not burn it, the water doth
not quench it, the wind drieth it not.”
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“Where the nightingale doth sing,
Divine melodious truth, '
Philosophic numbers smooth, o
Tales and golden histories

Of heaven and its mysteries,”

( Keats)

“Philosophy will clip an angel’s wings,
Conquer all mysteries by its rule and line,
Empty the haunted air and gnomed mine
Unweave a rainbow »

( Keats )
SusiL KoMmar Ray,
and Year Ar?,
- 8SAwD s, , o

The Angler,

(Comic sketch )
——00 4o .

The problem whether the old widow Mokshada was ever g
maiden and “looked like the primrose that peeped beneath the thorn,”
- could not be solved, hy the experience of the living generation of the
village, So setting aside that thoruy problem for the historians’
research we may begin her story from one “cladass day. It showered
lucessantly during the whole of the last night and though the rain
ceased in the early morning, the condition of the village road was not
at all bright for a health-seeker. '

That Mokshada did actually stir out of the house and even
could move swiftly, goes much to her credit. She bad to take great
Precaution against mud and pollution from unclean things. So she
literally skipped on, thus disregarding ( like Einstein | ) the theory of
gravitation especially asit works on a slippery road, She scared
away the “unclean” pedestrians, who came too near to her with most
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN 3b

"One day she met Asit on a lonely road and without any hesi-
tation asked straight, “Why are you not going to fish?" Asit
- was dumb founded, Though he ‘had killed, scotched and buried the

purdak system while vociferating in the College debating club, he
never expected such a curt question from an unacquainted lady !

W1th faltering and nearly choked up voice he rephed. “L1 find
1o more pleasure in fishing,”

Lalita understood his feelings and a prettiest quiver of a smile -

dimpled her cheeks. She argued “Do’nt mind grannie’s babbles. She
iss0 very hot tempered”! There was something so appealing in the
sweet eyes uplifted to his, that Asit had to consent, Once more the
angler haunted the old place avoiding of course the Argus eyes of the
old widow., But misfortune came at last, Saradindu jeeringly re-
‘marked oneday, “Well Mr, Romeo your flamee is going back to het
father’s house. As she is already too grown-up her father is insisting
upon her marriage, as soon as possible,”

) It is better to give a description here, of that gentleman
He was a Brahmin of higher rank than Asit and cast covetuous
eyes upon the property of the son-less mothes-inlaw, So whep
Mokshada fell ill, hesent Lalita to nurse her, being unable to spare

her mother from the kitchen-work, or himself from Macneil Company’s
voucher—keepmg,

Asit had read in many books about the bolt from theblue falling -

upon the head of the hero and now only he could realize what the
~shock is, Tears filled his eyes and with an air .of deep dejection he
said that the place was not suiting his health and he would retura to
Cuttack, where he lived,
Saradindu was quivering with silent smile, He then disclosed
‘& plan which Asit listened with great interest. ‘ S

Again his face was beaming with joy and iospite of the
“uahealthy” climate, Asit resolved tostay there for a few days more,
@) :
Saradindu was kind enough to find a good match for Lalita,
The bridegroom-lesignate was a friend of his own, Ahigh class
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A Peculiarity’ Explained.

——m‘

In modern Economics, as we kaow, much importance is being -

given to the buying and selling of goods between one country and
another, International trade occupies a paramount position, in the
modern world, It would be impossible to carry on the enormous mass
of commercial transactions between one country and another, unless

the different countries have a common currency system in terms of

Which prices were expressed, Itisa wellknown fact that different
countries have different kinds of coins, The currency of each of the
countries of the world, is equivalent to a definite quantity of gold.
Whether it be dollar, rupee or franc, each coin is related to a definite
quantity of gold. When they speak of a country’s being under gold

standard, they mean exactly this. The whole world except China
was on the Gold standard,

Our rupee was definitely connected with gold at a ratio of
1 shilling ¢ pence, that is our Government were under an obligation
to give 1 shilling 6 pence in London, if we handed over a cutrency
Tupee note or a silver rupee in India, It should be further noted
that our rupee was equivalent to 1 shilling 6 pence when there was a
Particular relationship between the gold and the sterling, In other
words, a particular value was assessed upon sterling when there was
a definite relationship between it and gold and our rupee fetched 1
shilling 6 pence, so long as this relationship was maintained. Once
the sterling ceased to have that particular relationship with gold, the
Government had to decide what they should do, '

The causes which broke this equilibrium, are very obscure agd
conflicting, The part played by England in the world of Internatiogal
finance, from the later part of the 14th Century, was one of the
greatest. Rngland built her export and import trade on a very sound
basis, She exported her manufactured articles and imported raw

‘materials and food-stuffs, While promoting her own isterests, she
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THE RAVENSHAVIAN ‘ .3

unhesitatingly conclude that the value of rupee has fallen in terms
of gold, '

The fear that India is going to lose something of an extraordi-
nary - type,—~so far as her economic position is concerned—is certainly

not correct because this change is expected to bring about

an increase in her export trade and a slight decrease in her
import trade, There is also every possibility of the Indian industriey
such as sugar, rubber etc being given an impetus. The agriculturists
naturally will get something more than what they would have got,
Those who have got no fixed income will oscillate between Heaven
and Hell, People getting fized incomes, lose to the extent the par-
chasing power of money has fallen, These computed advantages are
also likely to be over-weighed with certain evils which are likely to
- accrue {from such a change,

The severance of currency from gold and linking it to the
sterling may accentuate the situation in view of the fact that sterling
itself is unstable and further there is apprehension of the Indian gold
being frittered away under the guise of maintaining the ratio .at
1 Shilling 6 pence sterling, Amnother fact also should be horne in
mind, At present 300 crores of silver rupees are in circulation but
not even 5 the worth of their face value is being maintained,

The year 1931 ‘marks a Phase—not very uncommon-—in the
international history of the world, Various changes that are
caused have a decisive effect upon the economic and political condi-
tions of different nations. The only cause that can emphatically be
attributed to the anticipated results is the fall in purchasing
powet. This has already found expression in England, in the form
of ‘Wage cuts’, This means, lowering the cost of production with
the anticipation of taking a new turn to a highly intensified
export drive. This is bound to have very grave and detrimenta]
effect upon the industrial countries of the world, This will leagd
to an inevitable iacrease of industrial tivalry between the said
nations. It is a great blow to the ‘infant industries’ of the world,
There is a positive expectation of the rise in unemploywment figures,
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great pleasute in welcoming him for the third time, We have the
unigue privilege of sharing him with the Patna College and hope he
will stay here at least ag long as he had been at Patna College.

#*#

Professor P. Patija opened the Bihar and Orissa Annual Poljee ;
Conference this year during X’mas week, This is probably the first

Professor K. P, Sinha of this College has been appointed a
member of the faculty of Arts of the Patna University, He hag
recently married a neice of Mr, V, §. Sinha, BaratLaw at Benares,
Our heartiest congratulations and best wishes for him, and our prayers
for his long life, future happiness and prosperity, '

!**

Professsors P, N. De and N, C, Banetjee have been elected as
fellows of the Patna University from the constituency of the Registered
College Teachers, Ogur congratulations to them, ‘

LI
»*

Dr- B.K. Singh and Professor Parija have proceeded to Banga.
lore to attend meetings of the Science Congress, ‘

*

We are very glad that the Government has kindly sanctioned

a special grant of Rs. 1505 [- for levelling of the College ground,
The Second Tube Well of this College has been completed ang
- is being used from July 1931, There is now no fear of any shortage of ‘?

8ood and pure water supply for the students and Staff of this Coljege,
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order and the inter-institutional league matches of the Kishori-
Champa Cup thegame has livened up and is attracting a large ‘nimber
of players. The League Cup was won jointly by the Mohamedan
Hostel and the Day-Scholar’s team, The Principal played for the
Iatter and formed their bulwark of defence, Hockey Captain Mr,
Joseph Kongari has been awarded the College Star and Blazer ‘in
Hockey, Congratulations! We have also played several other frlend-
Iy matches with outside teams,

Webegan Tennis in earnest just after the Pujas, Thisis a.'
very popular game aud all the pucea courts have been filled up to
their utmost capacity, The presentation of a Cup by Prof, K.P, Sinha
to commemorate the name of Mr, T,C. Orgill the late Principal of our
College has greatly added to the success and enthusiasm of ‘our this
years Tennis season. The Durbar Doubles Cup which was played on

knock-out system has been won by Mr. A; Das our late Captam and hxs”

partner Mr, B. Das, the runners up béing Mr, S, Mukerjee and Mr.
B. Mohanty. The most interesting match of the tournament how-

ever was between Principal Duke and Prof, K, P, Sinha vs, the

winners, Our Moti Cup singles tournament will be played after the
X'mas holidays, Our thanks to Professor N. Misra, Professor K, P.

Sinha and Professor G.S. Das who are players of our ‘A’ Court for thieir
keen interest and encouragement, They are as keen as ever and their

love for the game has helped much to bring it to its present standard,

Mr, Duke our Principal plays for the Day-Scholar’s team in the’ _
Orgill’s Cup and often encourages us by his presence in the Court, We

have also maintained 2 lawn Courts for the beginners in Tennis one in
the College compound and the other in the Town, Cricket seems to

suffer much owing to the popularity of Tennis which attracts many of -

our Crickteers. But, the bull-dog tenacity of our cricket Captain’
has kept it alive and there is always a number of players for daily
practice though there is room for many more, We have played
matches with local teams on every Sunday and on several Saturdays,
Professor N. Misra who has given his service to the Cricket Club for
the last 14 years is still there and his deadly bowlingis a great asset
fo our Club, Thereis no one yet who can take his place and we
thmk we can not do without him yet, We are very glad that Mr, D,

Barnet otr Captain, has won his Star and Blazer in Cricket and put
learty congratula.tzons to him,
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gratefal to him for this concessionn ang hope that others would follow
the lead given by him. We began with a limited sum -of Govern.
- ment grant for our Athletic Club_ ( owing to the retrenchment ) which
was barely sufficient for our sporting expenditure. But again
Principal Duke came to our help and diverted g stm of about Rs, 500/-
from the excursion grant to the Athletic Club with the rermission of
the D, P. I, who deserves our hearty thanks, The ouly thing we
want now isa Boating Club. We are admirably situated with a
canal near-by .to have one but the proposal to open a 'Bqating'
Club has been discussed many times and often during the past few

years but nothing has materialised yet, We hope Principal Duke would

remove this want also.
Our X’mas and new year's greetings to all,

'S, C, Daa,
Honorary Secretary

P e
Notes on Mohamadan Hostel.

P&

With the re-opening of the College after the Puja holidays our
boarders assembled together in a society of friendship and varied

activities, As the ensuing Test Examination is knocking at the door
the examinees are paying more attention to thejr books than to the

other activites of the current season, But this does not mean the

total indifference of our boarders to the in-door ang out-door

activities of both the Hostels and the College. Amongst the 21 souls of

our hostel an interest has long been created to take prominent part in
the field of the healthy diversions of the institution,

In the Vernacular debate competition Mr, Ahemed Nawab
a 8rd year student got a prize awarded by our Persian Professor
Khan Bahadur Abdul Mogtadir Saheb, The same gentleman whe
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Oriya Debating Soctety. =

R
- S

We had only one sitting during this term, The subject for

diseussion was “That inter-communal marriages ‘will wettle the
communal problem of India” Professor G. S. Das wHs on ’Eﬁe
‘chair,- The attendance was not satisfactory, still' almost all the
Btudents present took part in the debate, After a-hot debate the
motion, being put to vote, was lost,

" NRUSINHA CHARAN DAS

Secretary,
Oriya Debating Seciety

e

Report of the Bengalt 'b;baﬂng Society,
>D&&

This session there have been”two sittings of the Bengali
Debating Society. Bxcept these two we had a gener4l Vernacular
impromptu competitive debate, in which the competitors from all
Vernacular Societies, such as Bengali, Oriya and Urdu, joined and
delivered eloquent speeches, The subject for the debate was “ That
knowledge brings more unhappiness than happiness,”

There were three prizes worth Rs 7/, Rs 6]- and Rs 5[ 1
am very. glad to note that our ex-Secretary, Babu Probhat Kumar

Mukherjee. stood second in-the competition, e e
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supported and justified by Professor B. V. Roy, but criticised and
shown to be not a good theory by the President,

Inthe second Damodar Misra read hispaperon Natural selection

Vs, Teleology, Professor R. Pati, gave a nice exposition of the different
|* theories of Darwin and Lamarck and the President concluded suppor-

; ting “immanent teleology”

Report of the Economics Soctety.
P&

) During this short term The Ravenshaw College Economics
Society has had one sitting only, Principal Duke was the President
and Professor 8. C, Bardhan and G, S. Das were present.

Two joint Secretaries from the 3rd year class were unanimous:
ly elected as Office-bearers for the current session 1931 and 82. Babu
Radhanath Dwibedy of the 3rd year class read outa reporton the
Horn Industry of Cuttack, The report was discussed in the meeting
and several points regarding the improvement of the Horn Industry
were suggested by the President and others,

We are thankful to our predecessors who are now relieved
of their duty.

Last but not the least we offer our hearty thanks to the
Principal, Mr. Duke who is so Leenly interested in our Society.

RapHANATH DWIBEDI
SomaNaTH MISRA.
Joint Secretaries.

Tke Ravenshaw College Economics
Society.
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Hostel Notes. - S

(East Blook). .
1. The second term has begun in earnest and with its boarders, ' ,

who are busy preparing for their test and terminal examjigations,
foresee a term of busy and monotonous life. This monotony has to a 4
great extent, been removed by our “Indoor games and music” 4
competition which gives the boarders the greatest enthusiasm and - ;
liveliness. This remarkable feature is very nicely exhibited after the .
study period at night,

2. Our Common Room activities are going on pretty well as
before. It is a happy thing to see a large number of students
attracted to our Common Room, We are grateful to our Warden and
Superintendent for their close co-operation and the warmest sympathy
they extend towards us.

. Y
i e it ¢ b e B

eiidhe e

8, Pormerly we had only a few text books in our Lending
Library, Thanks to our Principal W. V. Duke, who has kindly
granted a sum of Rs, 100/- with which our Lending Libraty is now
enriched, There, however, remains much to be done to make it a
success, ' '

il i 5

S P

4, Our boarders are taking a lkeen interest in the athletic
side. Our best thanks to our Superintendents for their ready help and
sincere interest taken in the side of our physical culture, '

LA

5. Our outdoor-activities continue with the same enthuaiasme
and regularity as before. A grand procession was made throughout
the whole town consisting of largely the College students in connection
with the “All Orissa amalgamation,” S '

6. The flushing system is working well and doubtless a longe
felt want has been removed,

. . g N
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Notes. :
Basu PrananaTH MamANnrY, M.A,, sometime Lecturer in _ 3

History in this College has’ proceeded to England to compete in the
IC.S. Examination,

Bapu KrueasmpHu Misrs, BA. IC.S, has proceeded to
England for training. . A C !

Bapus GUNNANIDHI Samu M.B. and Davanmui Misea M B., e
have heen appointed Assistant Surgeons under the Government,

Bapv BanNkaNIDHI Parnaik, B,A., BEd, Headmaster .
Khurdah H, E. School bas been elected as a fellow of the Patna
University from the Registered School Teachers’ Constituency, '

BaBu UpAYNATH RATH has been appointed as Deputy Magis-
trate this year,

it o sl el idan 0

BaBu SarAT CHANDRA Das and Mr. Edward Kujur have been
appointed Sub-Deputy Collectors.

Basyu Mapuas PaTranaik hag been awarded the Coonoor
Research Scholarship,

BABU LAKHMINARAYAN SAHOO has passed the M. A Ex.ann-

nation of the Calcutta University in Economics,

BaBU BAIRUNTHA NaTH PATNAIK has passed the M, A, Exa-

.\MJMM: ﬂ-lnl-(a:-m' ik

minatio of Calcutta University in Indian Vernaculars, 5
' i
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