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The time for experiments.

|

¥

Vg

Orissa is very probably to have a University of her own in the
near future and although nothing is definitely known as to the future g
boundaries and the financial condition of the new Province, we may '
be sure thet- #tlie united demand of the Orissa people for a separate
University wilk not go unheeded, The fime has now come when we'
should think out the form of the new University and the model on-.
which it is to be founded, in order, that when the proper tima§«.comes .
we may be able to make the best use of the institution which we ﬁnd*
to our hand, Of course, when wedo pot know how much meney. ~ ‘%
Orissa Government may spare for education, it is really prematuce to '
come to any definite conclusions, but we should know what we want
and bave a pretty good idea of the limited resources of the Orissa’ -
Government and so we can have some idea of the main forms of. our_:
University and should think from now to formulate some scheme by
~ which these limited resources may go a great deal towards prmidmg
. the most sujtable education te the masses of Orissa,
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must not be carried away by mere shows and think that our safest
course lies in adopting time-honoured courses and having duplicates
of stereatyped forms, We ought to venture into- experiments hased
on the experience and advice ot those who have had the advantage of
coming into touch with different Universities and we shall be glad to
publish details of any scheme which they may have got as regards
the constitution and equipment of the future University of Orissa

_— (T

Dr. Paranjpye’s address delivered
in the Patna University

1 am greatly obliged to Your Excellency for the honour you
have done me, in inviting me toaddress the Convocation of the Patna
University to-day, and I readily accepted the honour, though it is
difficult to say any thing fresh on such an occasion, as itis a great
pleasure to have such opportunities of intercourse with sister
Universities in India, I cannot claim any special acquaintance with
the affairs of your University or your Province, and I have visited
this famous and ancient city only once when eight years agoasa
member of the Indian Taxation Inquiry Committee I had the privilege

of meeting your Vice-Chancellor and the then members of the Govern-

ment, But the whole world knows your Province as the original
home of Buddhism aud Jainism and Pataliputra, Rajgir, Nalanda,
Gaya, and Puri are revered by all, either as famous memorial of
antiquity or as important places of pilgrimage, Bihar, as compris-
ing the old kingdom of Magadha, can claim as its very own the
celebrated emperorsaint Asoka whose famous edicts can still be
seen scattered over India even as far west as Kathiawar, In more
recent times it had great importance in the expansion of the Moghul
Empire and in the early rise of the British dominion in India; and at
the present day it contains the scene of the greatest Indian industrial
undertaking in the form of the Tata Iron and Steel Works at Jamsh'ed-
pur, where the great Parsi pioneer saw the opportunity of using the
unrivalled mineral resources of your Province for the building up of a
vital national industry,
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Buddhists and the Jains ? Or again, what was the financial position
of the Nalanda University ? How was its expenditure met and who
managed the landed property which belonged to it in the surrounding
villages © Were therte any bodies like the Senate or the Syndicate
managing its affairs ? Were any elections held for any of these bodies
with the inevitable canvassing attending them and were suits filed in
the Courts in connection with them ? And finally, what interests me
most at this moment, was the Kulg-pati—or the Vice-Chancellor —of
another University asked to give a Convocation address to the outgo- )
ing graduates ? To all these and other questions I am afraid it is not
now possible to find detailed answers and we can only draw upon our
imagination and on little scraps of knowledge in the possession of
Sangkrit and Prakrit scholars if we desire to reconstruct in our mind
- the organisation of a University two thousand years ago,

Your University is a recent creation and has yet to build up
its traditions, For the old traditions of Nalanda are well nigh for-
gotten and in any case would not fit into the actual circumstances of

- the twentieth century, You may have to face some radical change
when Orissa is made into a separate Province, for it will then surely
soon have a University of its own with the College at Cuttack as its
nucleus. In that case, if you think it desirable, you will have a good
opportunity of transforming your University into a residential and
teaching University of the type of the recently created Indian Univer-
sities without giving rise to too many local jealousies and heart-
burnings. Hence a few words on this subject may not be inappro-
priate, When about 1858 the first Universities in India were
established, they were formed on the model of the old London Univer-
sitjr as merely examining bodies exercising a certain amount of
control on the affiliated Colleges but working chiefly on their power
to regulate curricula and conduct examinations. In those early days '
this was a necessary piece of work as it was imperative to have a

_wide extension of western education in the first place, That work is
now, if not completed, at least fairly done, London University has
itself changed its character a great dealand is at preseat engaged in
building for itself an adequate home for all its activities; and Indian®
Universities should now aspire to take their place among the Univer-
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The work of securing adequate tesources for higher edueation .

and research will be none too easy in the coming days. Undera
democratic system the average legislator is apt to look askance at
such expenditure and i8 prone to press the claims of primaryeducation
against those of higher education and research, I shall be the last
person to say a word against the extension, by compulsory methods.
if necessary, of primary education but it is a mistake to starve the
Universities for helping primary education, If the mainspring of
intellectual culture in the form of the University is dammed, the
effect will be seen at no distant date on the efficiency of all other
kinds of education also. Our provincial governments of the future

will have to make largely increased provision for education in all

its branches, I here only wish to sound a note of warning against
the opinion that there 'is a necessary antagonism between these
different branches when all are equally important and to urge that
the starving of one branch will inevitably lead to the crippling of
the others,

Those who are opposed to the spending-of too much on
higher education and research not only base their case on the more
urgent need of primary education, a point to which I have briefly

referred above, but also on the increase of unemployment among the -

educated. classes, They contend that thereis no object in further
encouraging higher education if the only result is to add to the ranks

of the great unemployed, It is of course the duty of government
and the leaders of the public to take measures to combat this un-
employment, but it is taking a wrong view of higher education to -

suppose that it is intended only to make theeducated men directly self-
supporting, This idea has come to us from the early days of English
education in India when government required Indians -with a
knowledge of English to occupy the various posts in its service for
which it was not possible to get recruits from England, When such
men were few they easily got well-paid jobs, and the impression
that a degree ghould procure a man a good post immediately has
not yet died out, and one reason is that English education is now
for the first time spreading among certain classes and strata of
society which fondly beligve that they will be fayoured by the. samg

R
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and disregard for the rights of our fellowmen. To encourage this

" habit of mind nothing is better than early manual training and
later on some scientific education in the laboratory and the workshop,
Anditis a very encouraging sign of the times that the number of
those that goin for the B, Sc, and other scientific courses is rapidly
increasing all over India,

We cannot however overlook the problem of unemployment
of the educated classes, If the only occupations that these will care
to follow are of the black-coated variety, requiring residence in towns
with all their modern amenities, I am afraid that the problem can
never be solved, In some professions like medicine we (_:.é,n see the
simultaneouns.existence of crowding in towns aud absolute scarcity in
rural areas, Every qualifiel medical man aspires to build up a
practice in the bigger centres and many of them fail to make evena
decent living, If only Some of these men can be induced to settle-
down in rural areas, they will do most beneficent work for people who
are left to the ministrations of quacks and charlatans or go altogether
without help of any kind and they will earn a respectable living,
considering the cheapness of life in villages, provided they do not’ -
pitch the standard too high, If in a thickly populated province like
yours the ideal to be achieved is to have at least one gualified
practitioner for every area of twenty-five square miles containiag a
population of about four or five thousand there will be a vast field
for the useful employment of medical men, For some time it would
be necessary to give to each such practitioner a small subsidy of,
say, Rs. 25 per month and he would naturally get all the fees he
receives in his practice. The only undertaking required from him is
that he will settle down in'that area and he available to the people
and will also do some small amount of public workin the nature of
supervision of rural sanitation, ‘ ‘

Other educated men with no specialist qualifications like
médicine have also a great field of work in villages if they have the
necessary public spirit and receive some special training for village =
‘work; The spread of co-operation in all its forms is made difficult
by want of properly trained organisers, Village uplift movemeats '

2
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confidence of all. It would be better not to engage in any money-
lending transactions on one's own account, but every attempt should
be made to push on the co.operative movement on right lines, I have
sometimes seen educated men who have settled in villages showing
characteristics which I have here deprecated and their presence in the
village is worse than useless, and they are found only using their educa-
tion and inteligence in fostering litigation and trying to feather their
own nest, The satisfaction that the village worker can expect should
come from a consciousness of useful work well done, The difficulties of
village life are in these days not so great as they were some years ago,
The increase in motor traffic has brought villages nearer wurban
centres and one need not feel so lonely there if one makes work there
his object in life, The increased circulation of newspapers, the consti-
tutional progress in the political field and local self-government are
also gradually bringing villagers to a higher Jevel. Ihave great hopes
that an eatly extension of broad-casting with programmes suited to
the capacities of the villagers and given in theé vernaculars will be
taken in hand by Government and semi-government agencies and
this will help the cause of village uplift, What is required is the
proper missionary sprit and I am sure that youthful enthusiasm wiil
‘Jlead at least some - of you educated young mea to take up this work
than which there is nothing more important from the point of view
of éLll»rpﬁnd national advance.

With the vast extent of middle class unemployment facing
us the question is often asked: Is there anything wrong with our

system of higher education ? I do not belong to the class of those who

feel that the introduction of western education in India has been all
a mistake. On the other hand I feel that our advance as a nation is
bound up with our fully imbibing the spirit of modern civilisation,
that our riging feeling of naticnalism is a direct consequence of our
knowledge of western literature, histbry, arts, science, industry and
philosophy, But we must take care that we accept only the best
part of western culture and that we do not feel satisfied with the
mere outer shell. There is unfortunately too great a tendency to be
content with only the acquisition of a degree somehow or other and
an inability to realise that the degree iS only the beginning of more
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how you conduct yourself in future and will feel pride at any distinc-
tions you attain or any sterling service you render to your province,
your country or the whole human race, Itis not, however, possible
for everybody to play a prominent role on the world's stage; but the
way in which you carry out the responsibilities, great or small, in
your own sphere, the consideration you show to others perhaps not
so fortunate as yourself, the regard you entertain for truth, justice
and fair dealing in the affairs of life, form the real tests by which you
and your education will be judged,

~India is not now a country which can retire into its shell and
have nothing to do with the world outside, Whether we will or no,
we form an important part in the great community of nations and
we are influenced by what goes on elsewhere just as we exert our own
influence on others, There can be no more fallacious saying than
that of the poet:
“East is East, and West is West,
And never the twain shall meet”

East 7s meeting West and West 7 meeting Hast and the
contact is ever growing more and more intimate, India will never
more let the legions thunder past and go to sleep again, But if our

country is to be keep awake, we must rouse ourselves from the sleep

which is but another name for our fond hugging of the dead past,
‘We have to live in the present and prepare for the future and in this
preparation you have to take your own important part, Learn to
form your own independent judgment and do not be carried away by
slogans and catchwords; keep an open mind ever ready to change
~ your opinion on due cause shown. Though for the moment the
liberty of thought and action appears to be endangered and even on
the point of disappearance in many countries, and dictators are rising
up everywhere, have firm faith that the world will soon retura
disgusted to the well-tried paths of sanity and freedom, that
democracy will once more come into its own, that humanity will
again enter on its career of ordered progressin all fields and that
our country is destined to play a great part in this glorious work of
restoring the efficacy of those noble priucipies which have served well
so far and will serve better in future,

S
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(A) Weaving

Weaving was a Government industry with a Superintendent
in charge of it. Different sorts of articles were manufactured(¥),
Wages were paid according to efficiency of the workers and experts
were allowed bonus as an encouragement. Special payments were
made for holiday work,

Both men and women workers were employed(8), Women
were generally given lighter work as “cutting wool, fibre, cotton,
pinacle (#x/a), hemp and flax” The management and rules and regu-
lations of the factories were good and farreaching in effect. One or
two might be cited to illustrate the point at issue,

(1) “ Wages shall be cut short, if making allowance for the
quality of raw materia), the quantity of threads spun out is fonad to
be short,”

(2) “Those who misappropriate, steal or run away with
(raw material) supplied to them shall be, similarly punished (i,e, have
their thumbs cut off ).”

workman,”

One more point. There were some women who were ‘obliged
to work for subsistence,’ but whose social status prevented them from
going to the factories, Provision was made for them to work at their
own houses, and thus they were ‘provided with work in due courtesy
through the medium of maid-servants,’ The.Superintendent was
strictly forbidden to ‘look at the face’ or to talk on ‘other matters

(8) “The Superintendent shall closely associate with the

(¥) Threads (suira), coats (varma), cloths (vastra), and ropes. Vide—
Arthasastra—P. 125, ‘

(8) Arthasastra~ P. 123. Widows, cripple women, girls, mendicant or
ageetic women, (Pravrgjila)) women compelled to work in default of paying fineg
(dandapratikarani), and mothers of prostituies {devadasi) retired from service—fhese
were generaliy employed,
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On the strength of armoury and on their ready-to-hand.

appliance deépended the welfare and safety of the country and people,
With this view Kautilya was perhaps anxious to see thatthe arms
should always be kept in constant readiness and that they might

not fail while in action. Constant attention was needed for this and .

“they were also to be examined now and then with teferenceto the
class to which they belong, their characteristics, their size, their

source, their value and their total quantity,” Again, “they shall not

only be frequently dusted and transferred from one place to another,
but also be exposed to the sun,”

Kautilya had given a long List of weapons which, perhaps,

were then in general use. These had been classed as immovable
and movable machines, different sorts of bows, bowstrings and
arrows, swords, varieties of armour and also those for-gelf
defence (¥)

These were not the last words regarding armoury, The
latest inventions were prized and to that end better inventions
were encouraged, Kautilya had advocated to make use of any
‘new inventions of expert workmen’ This had obvious advantages
of its own, which can very well he understood with reference to
the present day practice,

{D} Liquor.

Traffic in liquor was a Government monopoly and licenses
were issued to traders and merchants dealing in it. It was- allowed
to be carried on ‘in forts and country parts 'and also in camps’
There was a Superintendent in charge of it’and he could “either centra-
lize or decentralize the sale accordingto the necessities of demand

and supply (Krayavikrayavasena).”

Strict regulations were enforced in the interests of the society,

so that the people might not easily deviate from the righteous path '

and be addicted to it, The ration was practically fixed by

* For the detail list—vide Arthasasira Bk. II. Ch. XVIII,

3
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“{in minerals)”. Although it was so, private enterprise was not
entirely killed, Mines which required great outlay of capital were
to be leased out and the Goverument was to receive either fixed rent:
or a share of the profits. Thus the capitalists were given chances of
investment, Those mines which did not require much capital outlay
were recommended to be directly worked by the Government,

Along with this comes the congideration of coinage for currency
with adequate safeguards, There were Superintendent of mint and
examiner of coins, the former to manufacture silver and copper caias, *
and the latter (rupadarsaka) to regulate currency “both as a medium
of exchange (vyavakarikam) and as legal tender for the treasury
(Rosapravesyam), He was also to test coins as to their authenticity,

As regards salt licenses they were issued and the Superintendent
of salt ( Javamnadhyaksa ) had to collect the  lease money (gprakraya) and
the share of salt due to the Government, Imported salt was due to toll
amounting to onesixth portion (séadbkaga). So also the sale price,
Manufacturing salt without license and also adulteration was
punished, Hermits however, were exempted from licenses, ‘

The duty, of the Superintendent of ocean mines was to look
after the collection of diamonds and other precious stones, peatls,corals
and conch shells, and he was also to regulate commerce in these
commodities, But more attention was paid to land mines, Experts
in metallurgy were employed for the discovery and excavation of
fresh mines, They were helped in every possible way with due appli-
ances and other necessary instruments. Kautilya had described in’
long detail, the indications by which mines of gold, copper, silver and
bitumen ¢ould be distinguished by touch, smell and colour, Therein

“also he bad given how the metals could be rendered soft temporarily
or permanently and also the purification of ores,

# Silver coins (rupyarupa) consigting four paris of copper and one-sixteenth
-part (masha) of any one of the metals as tikshna. trapu, sisa, or anjanay Also a panay
half-a-pana, a2 }{th pana and a 1jBth pana—copper coins four parts of an alloy
{padajivam ), a mashaka, half-a-mashaka, & kakani, and half a kakani: -Op. cit—p 95,
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The seventies and eighties of the last century witnessed such
a phenomencn, Robertson, Hebbel, Tolstoiand a host of other literary
men tried to breathe life into “the Sieeping Beauty” of the Drama,
But they could not, Then appeared on the stage Ibsen, the master
magician, He touched her ;with his magic.wand., At once, she
awakened from the stupor gay, fresh and young, Her beauty was
increased her lustre enhanced The world looked at her with eyes
of wonder and admiration, Prior to Ibsen the contemporary Drama

* had no soul, no spirit. There was chaos and anarchy, The authors

in their zeal to avoid too much of idealism and too much of romance
erred on the other side, They turned back their faces full on the
terraces and palaces and naturally, were led straight, to slums
gutters and dross-houses, The swing of the p:ndulum could not but
bring them from one, to the other extreme, Then, the stage was
crowded with characters whose names we forget no sooner than we
learn, whose features fade away in the indeterminate mass of their
herd, They leave no impression since they possess no personality
The plays are merely studies of “little lives,” The petty problem of
common place persons form their plots, Incident upon incident is
manufactured to keep up a studied intrigue, Strings are pulled and
the puppets dance. These authors do not recreate but merely copy life,
They give a photograph and nota picture and that even of ugly
objects, The copy is of less value than the original, But still they
demand praise for their fidelity and sincerity in the name of “‘matura,

lism.” Unfortunately they failed to grasp the true conception of art,
The imitation of life—neither falsified nor exaggerated may produce -

excellent reecrds for the historian or the scientist but from the staad-
point of art it carries no value, For we require no _inperfect
imitation to comprehend what all can see at any moment,

Reality in arts does not mean a catalogue of bare facts The

artists as Neitzche says “should not see things as they arethey should
see them fuller, simpler, stronger”, They should try to transeend
the naked facts of life and give a higher significance: to them,

The artist sees life as a tangle of events and emotions. His task:
is to make it simple and intelligible, He should try to give a meaning. .

to what is otherwise meaningless; be should try to draw bheauty and
inspiration from what else is a blind strife between the humanity and

s
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and expected standards, All‘his social dramas are the children of

- this one desire, But though they é.im at this yet they transcend it at

the same time. For example, in Ghosts which is a tragedy of heredity
Mrs, Alwing, the mother of young Os wald says “It is not only what
we have inherited from our father and mother that walks in us, It-
is all sorts of dead ideas and lifeless beliefs and so forth”, But this
does not depress us for we realise here more clearly that man has such
a huge power over future man, Here lies man’s immortality and a
- speladid tribute to man as man alone, This is Ilesen’s greatness—his
originality, Again in Pillars of society where Consul Bernick laying
the fault at Johan's doors, himself becomes a prosperous mdn, after his
spiritual conversion, says “The spirit of truth and freedom, these are
the pillars of society and not conventional lies”, Thus everywhere,
Ibsen attacks false convention, The Doll’s House brought in its train
a boisterous storm of severe criticism but Ibsen like his own Dr;

Stockmann stood alone against the close phalanax of society for

gccording to him *The strongest man is he who stands most alone”,
All his dramas such as Resmeisholm, Lady of the Sea, Heddagabler and
Master Builder, are all the expressions of a great soul crushed by the
heavy weight of an antagonistic social environment, or the interpreta.
tion of the weak, wavering man’s choice between flesh and soul like
that of the donkey between two bags of hay in the story. Now,- g
word about his technique, As soon as we open a drama of Ibsen our
attention is arrested by the copious and minute stage-directions.
They are very elaborate and acute, But to grasp the intention of the
writer they are indisp2nsible. The dial ogue wholly rests upon them,
The dialogue itself is very terse, pithy and pointed. It is un orna-
mented, bald prose~-the prose of every-day life, For Ibsen revolted
against the use of verse in drama; Hence he said “I would rather see
the head of a Negro executed in black marble than in the white
marble? There are no soliloquies, no asides, To boot, we find very
few incidents and under-plots, He wanted Drama to be made as
natural as possible without any loss to its artistic beauty, He said
therefore “I wished to produce the impression on the reader that what
he was reading was something that had really happened,” Thus the
current of Dramati¢ literature, turbid and muddy checked with weeds
gnd mantled with moss, due tq the effects of Ibsen began to ryn igto
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of America had furnished a unique examnple of a federal constitution

teaching a political experiment to countries inhabited by diverse .
communities, who cried for union and not for community, Belgium had

taken the English constitutions as a model. Russia and Germany
were full-fledged autocracies, governed by the iron-law of the Kaiser and
the Czar, but, there too, war had already been waged in secret between
the bureaucracy and the individual and the opening years of the 20th
century were soon to prove the rottenness of those mighty empires,

With this introduction I shall next proceed to say a word
about the types of constitutions. A constitution is either unitary or
federal, parliamentary or presidential, I need not waste time over
this classification as it is so simple, It is more important to consider
the relative merits and defects of what are known as written and
unwritten constitutions, A country is said to have a written consti-
tution, if the form of Government, the relation and the distribution
of powers between the organs of Government and the relation of the
subject and sovereign, in fact, the whole systemn of Government pre-
vailing therein are laid down in statutes, The federal and the state

constitutions of the U, §, A,, the French constitution and the Govern-. ‘
ment of India Act are instances in point, That of England is the.

classic example of an unwritten constitution, bcause the English
constitution i3 not contained in a single legislative enactment. Yet,
it should be borne in mind that no constitution is eatirely unwritten.
Serving as landmarks of the English constitution are the Magna
Carta (1215), the Petition of Right (1628), the Bill of Rights (1688),
the Act of Settlement (1701) and the various Reform Bills, not to
exclude the Parliament Act of 1911,

Constitutions are said to be either rigid or flexible and itis a
common mistake to suppose that written constitutions are invariably
rigid, Necessarily not, A constitution is rigid if it is difficult of

amendment, if the ordinary legislature cannot change it and extra.-

ordinary procedure is required to effect an amendment. In the
United States, for instance, the Congress can propose amendment only
if it is required by 84 of the states who must ratify it after a 24

majority is recorded for it in the Congress, The French constitution, .

on the other hand, though wiitten, is easy of amendment, There isa,
4
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On further analysis the rule of law gives tise to many concrete
rights of the individual, (1) The right to personal ireedom, Every
citizen in a state must enjoy sacredness of person, He should be free
from arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, Since 1679 when the Habeas
Corpus Act was passed every English citizen is possessed of this right
and cases of encroachment on this right have been punished by the
law courts,

(2) The right to freedom of speech or discussion, This means
that every person should by law be permitted to say, wtite or
publish what he pleases, so long as he does not bring himself within
the Jaw relating to slander or defamatory libel, or basphemous,.
obscene or seditious words written or spoken. In England freedom of
speech has an intersting history of its own, Many a time on the
floor of the House of Commons members were. snubbed by Elizabeth
and James for exceeding the limits of free speech and the right of free
speech was won only after centuries of conflict with the crown and
council, ' :

(8) The right of public meeting, This means simply that
people may meet together when and where they please so long as
they do not by so doing commit a trespass or a nuisance, or so long
as the meeting does not constitute an unlawful assembly,

(4) No taxzation without representation, This is an import-
ant principle which the administration must always bear in mind
and observe in framing the budget, In early political societies when
the machinery of government was not so complex, the citizen
vigilantly watched the observance of this principal and in modern
times a finance member would run a grave risk if he were to frame
a budget regardless of the representatives’ opinion, Again, to
illustrate from English history, this was granted to the people ag
early as in 1215 by the Magna Carta, and it received an added

importance when in 1297 it was confirmed by no less a king than

Edward I, while it is recent history that the American Cojonies were
lost to the British Crown on account of the violation of this principle
by the shortﬁighted government of George IIL.
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Next, I proceed to the gecond group of essentials relating to
the form of a constitution, Under that comes first (1) Indivisible

sovereignty. In the modern State sovereignty is vested eitherina

person or a group of persoms, Itis desirable tbat the sovereign
power is vested entirely in one body of persons, say in king-in-parlia-
ment, The king-in-parliament is sovereign in the sense that thereis

vothing which that bogg cannot do. By a single act of parliament . “

the House of Lords or the House of Commons may be blotted out of
existence, In the United States, on the other hand, the sovereign
power is divided between the president and the senate, between them
and the supreme court, In the matter of high appointments, declara-
tion of war and peace, the President must consult and secure the
approval of the Senate, while any act passed by the Congress may be
declared ultravires by the supreme court.

(2) Co-ordination of the "three powers in the State, This
means that there must be close co-operation and not rigid division
between the three powers of a State namely, the Legislative, the
Executive and the Judiciary, The framers of the American constitu.
tion had exactly the opposite in view and proceeded on the assump-
tion that the liberty of the subject was best guaranteed in a State
where the three powers were strictly independent of one another—a
false position into which they were led by Montesquiew who was
himself deluded into the belief that in Great Britain the three powers
were strictly separated,

(8) Responsibility of the executive to the legislature, - This
naturally follows from the second. In all free countries of the civi-
lised world this bas been more or less secured. In English practice
it is otherwise known as ministerial responsibility. The British
Cabinet is just a committee of the House of Commons, and though
in recent years that body has entrusted the Cabinet with large powers
it cannot for a moment exist if it ceases to enjoy the confidence of
the House,

(4) Independence of the Judiciary, This needs no emphasis,
The Judiciary being the custodian of the law of the land, on its in.
dependent and honest bearing depends the freedom of the individual,

PP |



THE RAVENSHAVIAN 81

Much depends on the honesty and intelligence of the average voter,
He mustexercise his franchise in an honest fashion and keep a vigilant
watch over the action of the executive, Democracy so easily admits
of abuse that unless the electorate is honest, intelligent and dutiful,
the tone of the administration would soon go down,

(8) Conscientious body of public servants, Ia a democratic
state it is also essential that like the electors the public servants also
must mind their business. They should not arrogate to themselves
the powers entrusted to them but should regard them as opportunities
for doing good to the public, Treating the public purse as sacred,
they should err, if at all they err, on the side of efficiency and not on
the side of popularity,

Thus far T have considered the constitution from the point of
view of the individual; something must now be said from the point of

view of the state. I do not mean that the state is something separate

from the people and is at variance with them, Far from it. On the
whole the interests of the state and the individual are identical, But,

since the state has to regulate the relations between individuals, it is’

armed with certain powers. Flesh is weak and man may run, nay,
does run, into excesses, In times of emergency, therefore, the state
must be able to maintain law and order and in order to do it must
be armed with exceptional powers to make use of them in exceptional
times, When a country goes through a trying period of revolution,
civil war or foreign war, restraints must be imposed, in the larger

interests of peace and order on the liberty of the individual such as,
on freedom of speech and on freedom of association. During the war
in the continent young men were recruited in thousands to the army-

and the navy often against their will, An abnormal time is made
known in the continent by the expression ‘a state of siege’ while in
English speakiog countries its equivalent is a ‘suspension of the consti-
tutional guarantees’, Alarmed by the reign of terror that was
sapping the very foundation of society in France, the panicky govern.
ment of George III closed by statute all inns and clubs that had - won
a notoriety for unrestrained criticism of the Government, In India

the Governor-General in Coyncil is empowered to curtail, in - times of
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Forethost aﬁ:ong these loves is the love of books, The growth
of the student elf’ entirely depends on this factor, It is a source
of refined pleasure and the means of immunity from death, at least
during the College days, 1t gives a serious purpose to life after the
student does away with his University career., It leads the way to
scholarship in the truest sense of the word, and later o research work
It inculeates a healthy outlook on life and develops the other loves, .
It would make us discover tbe true path which even Tagore finds
hidden ‘by the bird’s wings, by the star-fires,by the ﬂoyv‘ers of the
wayfaring sessons’,

The way to acquire such a love for booksis very simple,
One has to set aside cramming ‘Notes* for one hour every day and
read something thatone really enjoys, till one feels a thrill in the heart
and mist in the eyes, This will grow into a habit and then there
would be no more chilling of enthusiasm at the bare sight of a text-
book, and the student would begin to enjoy the books that are taught
to him through class-lectures,

Again Bret Harte said, “O'er the trackless part somewhere lie
the lost day of our tropic youth”, and yet every First Year Kiddie
enters the University with the belief that the College days are the
happiest in one's life, He never thinks that he shall have to repent
for ‘the lost day.’ This seems to be cheap optimism and every student
of the First Year Class should have a clear notion in his head as to
what makes the Cpllege days the happiest part of a young man's life
The secret lies in availing of all the opportunities which the College
places at his disposal—the books, the lectures, the play grounds, the
literary societies, the social gatheriugs, the table-talks in the Hostels
and so on, Very few students can realize the true significance of the
different activities associated with a College and the result is that
they while away the most precious years of their life in either
frivolities or in acquiring skin deep learning, Anopportunity ismeaning-
less to the man who can not use it, Itoften requires more strength
and judgment to resist than to embrace an opportunity, thinks the
young man, who wants to be happy at any cost during his College
career,with the result that he assumes an indifferent attitude towards

5 .
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If we bring down rupee at 1s 4d, it wi}l mean that we are
lessening the value of rupee, By this means India’s export trade
will increase, Let us be concrete: now-suppose an American buys goods
worth one rupee from India then he has to pay India 1s 6d which is
the equivalent of rupee now, But if rupee is fixed at 1s 4d then the
American gentleman has to pay oanly 1Is 43, This means that he has
to pay 2d less, Thus we see that if rupee is fixed at 1s 4d, foreigners
will be encouraged to buy Indian goods, On the other hand Indian
industries will get an indirect protection of 2d against foreign goods,
At present foreigners are discouraged from buying Indian goods
because they have to pay a high price (1s 6d per rupee),

In olden days when rupee was worth 1s4d, India had a
favourable balance of trade and the Government found it easy to pay
India’s Home charges, But now when rupee is worth 1s 6d our
trade balance has alarmingly declined and Government find it difficult
to meet India’s Home charges. During the last two years India has

exported gold worth more than 127 crores quite a large part of it

had been parted because the export of commodities could not be
maintained,

Devaluation of rupee will discoutrage India’s import trade for
India will have to part with more rupees for buying sterling in order
to pay foreigners. This is very essential considering the monstrous
dumping to which India is subjected today. o

All foreign countries are now depreciating their currency to
encourage exports, Let us take the case of Japau, How is she able
to sell so cheaply in India, flood the country with her goods and ruin
our industries ? She has been able to do this mainly by devaluating
her currency, If India would devaluate her currency and establish
the rupee at a lower exchange parity, we remove a large part of the
advantage of Japan in Indian market, Industries of India have most
seriously been affected by Japan's depreciated yen,

If we once go round the side of the streets of big towns we
shall see many small workshops run by middle class men tugning
small and even large machine parts, bicycle parts, e¢lectric fan parts,
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The Evolution in the Atdmic Concept of Matter. |

«It is true that man sees more of the things themselves
When he sees more of their origin,”

St, Francis of Assisi.

The atomic theory or the ‘paramanuvad’ that matter s
composed of extremely minute particles, the various kinds of arragge-
ment of which give rise to the numberless forms of matter was first
s;eculated by the Hindu and Greek philosophers, Thetr theory which
was not well grounded by experimental evidence was of no value
to the scientists and, therefore, could get no permanent hold in the
field of science,

it was Sir Isaac Newton who first gave expression to the
atomic constitution of matter, He put forth his views in these
words: It seems probable to me, that God in the beginning formed
matter in solid, massy, hard, impenetrable, moveable particless of such
sizes and figures, and with such other properties, and in such pro-
portion to space, as most conduced for the end for which he formed
them, and that these primitive particles being solids, are incompar<
ably harder than any porous bodies compounded of them;even 80 very
hard, as never towear or break in pieces : no ordinary power being
able to divide what God himself made one, in the first creation”,

These ideas wege handed down through ages to no better end,
but in the year, 1808 John Dalton, the Quaker School Master, i
England, after pondering over the atomic conception of ancient philos
sophers and specially of Newton, formulated his theory that matter is.
composed of a great number of indivisible and invisible particles,called
atoms whick are identical in all respeets for the same element.
These extremely small particles, he thought, ¢ould neither be created
nor destroyed, This postulate of atomic conception wasthe first ofite
kind and therefore, it was a great stimulus to thescientists of the day,
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substances, Thus, when an atom of radium whose atomic weight is
226 gives off an X-particle of ﬁtomlc weight 4, is converted into
another elementary atom of atbmic weight 222, The former isa
Helium atom and the later is that of Radon. Radon itself is radioac-
tive and splits up again into Helium and a solid substance called,
“the active deposit”, which is still radioactive.

This spontaneous disruption of atoms gave clue to the scien.
tists to formulate hypothesis on the structure of atoms and the
Daltonian conception that atoms are indivisible was rooted .out
altogether,

Many speculations are still made as to the structure of
the atom, but that which is widely accepted and unanimously
supported by the observed facts considers the atom to conmsist of
extremely minute positively charged nucleus or proton surrounded by
a number of negatively charged electrons which revolve in somewxbat'
spherical orbits around the nucleus like planets around the sun,

This suggestion opened up, for the first time, as a scicntific
possibility the transmutation of elements without that long sought
for philosophers’ stone, and well established the theory of ancient
philosophers that the universe has been evolved outof a smgle
substance,

Still researches are being made to isolate proton, the nucleus
of the atom, but though the claims have been made, yet the
possibility of it seems to be remote,

ANANTMOHAN TRIPATHY,
3rd Year (Science)

i T
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We congratulate Professor Jiban Krishna Sarkar an ex.
Professor of this Coilege on his obtaining the Ph, D. degree in
Philosophy from the Calcutta Umversxty.

¥k

Professor K. P, Sinha has been deputed to attend the . Scout

Rally at Jubbalpur, .
-y
Professor Armour, Principal G, B, B, College, Muzaﬂerpur

visited this College as Unijversity Inspector.

*
* %

The Director of Public Instruction visited this College mr

November

#‘*

Professor B, N, Rohatgi and Professor G, S, Das of this
College have each heen blessed with a son,

Shifiica=

Report of the Chemical Society.

- We have had already two sittings of our society, The first,
keld on 2nd September was presided over by Dr, B, K. Singh L E, §,
Abdul Bari Khan from the 3td year and ‘Viswanath Rath from: the
1st year class were clected as Joint Secretaries for the current session,

Mr, Sheonath Prashad, M, Sc, Research Scholar in Chemistry,
delivered an interesting lecture on “Life asa chemical phenomenon

. He explained the application of Chemistry to the process of digestion

and respigé.*ﬁou in living organisms, Some experiments were per-
formed by him to show that different kinds of fluids from living

: orgamsms are nothing but colloids, In the last he concluded that

vital phenomenon of life processes is mostly chemical and science of -

Chemistry has solved several riddles which the physiologists could

. notdo, The meeting was attended by a large number of students

and all the members of the Chemistry staff, It was cloaed with a
vate of thanks to the chair,
¢
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with Professor N, C. Banerjee on the chair, That was a very lively
debate. Themotion “The Muhammedan rule in India was better
than the Hindu rule’’ was lost, The last sitting was held on the 18th
November 1933 with Professor N. K, Sanyal on thechair, The subject
for discussion was that the British constitution is suitable for all
countries, The president delivered an interesting speech but the
motion when put to vote was lost, The attendance was fairly -
satisfactory. .

ArurBA KuMar GHOSHAL
3rd Year [ Secretary.

N1LAMBAR KAR
15t Year Asst, Secretary

o et

Report of the English Debating Society.
g

The 1st sitting of the Ravenshaw College English Debating
Society was held on the 2nd September with Professor K, P, Sinha on
the chair., Professor B, Chatterji and Professor N, C. Bamerji were
kind enough to be present at the meeting, The subject for discussion
was “Faculty of speech is detrimental to human.progress” Babus
Sradhakar Supakar and Surendra Nath Sarma respectively moved
and opposed the proposal. Then followed a lively debate in which
11 members took part, :

Then Professor B. Chatterji delivered a fine lecture which went
against the motion, and this was followed by the nice speech of the
president, Then the meeting dispresed with a vote of thanks to

the chair, -

The 2nd sitting was held on the 4th November 1933, with
Professor N, Neogi as the president. After the report of the lst
sitting was read out by the Secretary;, the president expressed deep
regret at the smallness of the number of students present,
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Report of the Ravenshaw College Law Union.

Al DR .
A word of apology to the readers whe have missed our report

in the last issue of the magazine, Our Union, due to the thinness of -
the members, upto the last week of August, could not before that com-

mence its activities, Alil the members came in, by the end of August
when we thought it fair to hold the annual election of office-bearers,
in which all could take part,

We had two - general meetings, Mr, B, C, Panigrahi M, A,
read a paper on “Law as a factor of social progress” on the 9th of
September which was very much appreciated by the members of the
Union, Mr, H, Panda M, A, spoke on “The Esentials of a constitu-
tion” on the 4th of November 1933, The speech was as eloquent as
it was rich in materials, Besides these, we had an extraodinary
competitive debate on *The customs of the East and the West” on the
13th of September, for selecting our best speakers to the University
Debate at Patna, to which our Union was invited, Mr, H, Panda
M. A and Mr, D, Behara B, A, were selected, But we are sorry to
say that our College funds did not permit us to send the delegates,

We did not expect that a term so full of joyousactivities would
have so gloomy an end. The sad news of the untimely death of Mr,
Haridas Dutta M, A, B, L, who was for some time Professor of Law
of our College and who was also a leading athelete, came asa bolt
from the blue, Professors and students of the Law classes held a
meeting on the 14th of November 1933 to express their heartfelt
sympathy with the bereaved family, After the meeting was over, as
a mark of respect to the deceased, the Law classes were dissolved for
the rest of the day.

We are gratefnl to our Professot §, C, Chakravarty M, A, B, L,
for having presided at the meetings of the Union and Professor P, C,
Chatterjee M, A,, B, L, for encouraging us by his presence,
Our Christmas greetings to all, :
ot CrOUDHURY B, Das, M, A.
‘ BirrLaxman Das, B, A,
Joint Secretaries
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refused to work and Dr Bose could feel him living somewhere in the.
neck only, All of a sudden he broke down while showing caricature
on the 18th November evening. Our Warden, Professor Sinha took
immediate steps, Our congatulations to Beer Lakshman for his
re-birth, '

_ We are very glad to have a smart and handsome personality,
Dr. D. N, Bose B, Sc,, M. B,, B. S amidst us. He is our doctor and a
loving one too, We hail him to our midst, He has become atonce
a great friend of the students,

Our out-door Secretary Sachi is taking great care of hostel
out-door games, Our thanks to him for keen interest he is taking in
the out-door games.

Our hostel is taking a keen interest in a series of lectures
delivered by Professors, Senapati, Parija, Krupanath Misra and others
under the auspices of our Debating Society. The lectures were learned
ones and were for the general good, Our hearty thanks to Sardar
Amar Singh B, A. (Punj) the Secretary for Debate

The Test Examination is knocking at the door and all are
busy with their preparations, We pray for their success, We wish a
 happy X’mas to all,

MANASRANJAN PATNAIK B, A,
Nanpa Kisor Misra B A,
Joint General Secretaries
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The management of the common mess under the supervision,
of itsefficient Secretary, Babu Dayanidhi Misra isreally praise worthy,
The scheme of the rotation of cooks from month to month in messes
bespeaks of his impartial attitude towards boarders in allowing them
to get advantage of comparatively better cooks equally,

The sick room with all its comforts is lying idle for want of
patients and the guest room seidom gets rest,

Some of the boarders of our Hostel have joined the Orgil Cup
tenais doubles competition and our good wishes go with them,

The Hostel is taking active parts in all the atheletic activities
of the College and also in country games, The competitions in
indoor games e, g, Chess, Carrom, Pingpong etc is goingon vigoronsly
in the Hostel now a days ia connection with the examinees fare-well
ceremony, Literary and out door competitions will follow soon,

Our X'mas greeting toall.

CHANDRASEKHAR SARANGI
Joink General Secretary

e e [ =

Mahammadan Hostel Notes.

D

We all wish our fellow brothers emerging out of the Test’a
success,

The number of boarders are only seven, All of them are going
to face the coming danger, Imean the ‘Test’ in the ever-smiling
spirit of a scout. As [ have mentioned in my previous mnote, the
boarders have been alert right from the Puja holidays, and I
expect one and all to be joily after the annouucement of the Test
results, Our Superintendent bas been taking a keen interest in the
observance of the study-hours and inspiring us with higher ideals in

every possible way,
7
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Old Boys' Corner.
e

{OId Boys of the College ave requested to send all informations regarding
~ theiy activities to the Secretaries, Old Boys' Association)

Deaths,
1, Bapu DicAmMBAR ACHARjYA, Head Master Fualbani M, E.
School, Distriet Angul.
2 Bapu NipMaL CHANDRA CHAUDHURI, Munsif Bihar& Orissa, -
3. Bapu Haripas Durra M, A,, B, L, Pleader, Cuttack and
Ex. Law Lecturer, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack,

Maniage.

1, BABU DEBENDRANATE RarH, married a daughter of
CaAvpEURI RapEANATH MIsra, Vice-Chairman District Board Cuttack,

Notes-

1. Dr BmHU BHUsAN RAy, who has been awarded the Ghosy
travelling fellowship by Caleutta University left for Eutope in
September last,

2, Bapu HarisH CHANDRA BARAL, has been appointed as
Assistant Transportion Superintendent of the G. 1, P, Ry and posted
to Bombay. :

3, Basu DuBenpraANATE RaTH B, A, bas been appointed
Inspector of Excise and posted to Ranchi,

4. BaBu Rupra PrasaNNa Misra, Munsif has been appointed
Assistant Registrar Circuit Court, Cuttack,

5, TisAYET SAILENDRA NARAYAN BRAN] DEO, has been elected
a member of the Cattack District Board,

6, - BABU BROLANATH SAHU, Assistant Master, Kendrapara
High School has been elected President of the Garapur Union Board,
Kendrapara,

7, Banvu HARrHAR Nanpa and Raxenirar Ray, have been
appointed as teachers in the Baripada H, E, School, Mayurbhanj and
Mission High School, Cuttack,

Fy - 2
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The hoarders are. deep in their studies now but still our
activities are not at bay, Weare thankful to the authorities for
their sympathy and guidance in every sphere of our activities,

We the boarders of Mohammadan Hostel offer our heartiest
thanks to the Commissioner Orissa Division for his kind offer of twenty-.
one books to the Muslim Hostel Library,

Wish all the final examinees a success and a bappy X'Mas to
keep up the barmony,

A, RAHMAN
Secretary.
ettt
Scouting . Note.

Our aetivities in Scouting have been very much poor since the
Puja holidays, We should not be sorry for that because most of our
Scouts are final examinecs, Moreover the senmior and the Secretary
are themselves final examinees, Hence none of us can pay much atten-
tion to it. Htill onr Scouts are sparing their time to guide the
various school Scouts for the coming Provincial Rally to be centered in
College ground.

We had a meeting in the Roverden on the 23rd, It has heen
decided that therc would be a Sunday performance in theCollege Hall
in the mouth of January 1934, in order to draw some money for out
Scont fund, Ihope the authorities will beduly informed by the
seniof. o

We wish all 2 happy X'Mas.

A. RaAEMAN
Secretary
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West Hostel Notes.
e

With the advent of the new gession, commenced the busy and
monotonous period with the examinees, We wish them all success
both in the Test and periodical examinatios. Let them keep in view
the brilliant results, this Hostel has shown in the University in the
preceding years and it is their duty as boarders to try their level best
to keep up the traditional prestige and good reputation, "this Hostel
has all along been bearing, |

It is a matter of great delight that the hoarders are making

* the best use of the newspapers and journals of tke Comwmon Raom,

There is a great demand for books of the Hostel general library and
not the less those of its lending library, The lending libraryis a
noble and useful {nstitution and it is really rendermg imimense help to
the needy boarders,

The games room is invariably crowded after the stidy hours

. which is a sufficient indication that boarders are taking a keen inter-

est in indoor. games, In this connection, ‘Babu "A,C, Patnaik, the
secretary, Games Room deserves thanks,

Our new Secretary for Debating Society, Babu Dinabandhn
Beliera B, A, is very sincere and keen on having one sitting at least
every week, The Mock-Council, New Orissa held on the 19th Novem-
ber under the auspmw of this society was, indeed, very lively and
interestitg and we request him to enlighten us with such interesting
topics,

The September issue of ‘Urm;’ the manuseript! journal of owur

* Hostel saw the light with a modest and slender appearance. We

request the blarders to contribute move. towards her size, They

" ghould patronize her as she is the pride of the Hostel, The December

jssue is nnder preparation by her Editor, Babu Tugman Misra,
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_ East Hostel Notes
| SR

. During the current session the most important function of our

hostel namely the prize-giving ceremony came off, It was celebrated
on the first November, Mrs. K. P, Sinha was kind enough to give
away the prizes, Our heartiest thanks to her, A large number of
ladies were invited, This example is the first of its kind in- the
history of the hostel, when ladies sat at one table and formed a.
happy circle, This is a happy augury for the future intercourse of
natural good will between the two sides, We have given a start, let
others follow, There were prizes for general knowledge, debate,
music-both vocal and instrumental, Ping-pong, Chess, Carrom, Cards,
Dice, entertainment, We congratulate cordially all those who won
the prizes. But we must not forget to offer our special congratulations
to the inmates of Ward No. 8 who scored the highest points in out-
‘door games and were awarded the Tripathy Cup for the year 1033-34,
We thank all those who awarded special prizes, Our special thanks
to ottr Warden and Superintendent for this. We are glad to mention

here that our Warden took a very keen interest and leat all possible
* help to make the function a grand success, Our sincere thanks to him
and all those who rendered voluntary service to make the functiona
grand success,

" The winter this year started with its sharp claws and gave
an unhappy set-off to the season by bringing in three severe illpesses.
Fakir Chandra started the unfortunate initiative by sticking to the
sick-room for about a fortnight, till he was removed to the Hospital
as a typhoid case, Thank God, he was snatched from the clutches of
death almost. We are glad he is all right now, Then fell our foot-ball
ngro Manesh, He got his left aBkle sprained severly in a Foot-ball
match, It was a pity to see him carried by two odd servants for
several mornings to his law classes, Thanks to Dr, Bose who is taking
much care of his sprain, Our star is still limping and gives a Byronic
gait, We wish him good luck, The third and the last was our comic
genius Beer Lakshman whom we had almost lost asdead. His pulkes
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Then Babu Rajaram Dube wmoved the proposal “Thatin the
opinion of the house, the practice of giving alms is harmful to society.”

It was duly opposed by Babu Somnath Nand, After this 7 members
dpoke on the subject and made the debate lively,

The president then delivered a fine speech, after whic}: the
meeting dissolved with a vote of thanks fo the chair,

Rajaraym Duse
Secretary.
BiswANATH RaTtH
Asst, Secretary,

Report of the Urdu Debating Society.
Spiee

There were two sittings of the Urdu Debating Society with

" Khari Babadur Abdul Mugtadir on the chair, The 'subjects for

discussion were that ‘Oriya should be the Vernacular of Oriya Muslim
students and ‘University education should be suspended to alleviate
the present unemployment, Though a handful every onme tried his
Jevel best to heighten its interest and as such. the sittings werea
success, ‘The subjects were put to vote and the meetings dispersed
with a vote of thanks to the chair,

We offer our hearty thanks to our Principal W, V. Duke and

Khan Bahadur Abdul Mugtadir for iaking a paternal care in our
Society, . _

Sarvip Al Yusor
Seeretary, Urdu Debating Society,

e
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The second sitting was held on 18th November with our Viee-
President on the chair, Mr, 8, K, Lahiri of 8rd year class read a
paper on “Photography” illustrated with experiments and projections.
He exhibited specimens of photographic plates which he had himself
prepared in the laboratory, Experiments were performed to show
the gsensitiveness of photosalts to light and the effect of reduction. He
explained the latent image formation, the darkening of photographic
plates in the developer, colour photography, X-ray -and infra.red
photography. He showed how the Camera is used to detect deleted
signatures and doubtful documents, Professor G, C, Mohanty, in
the end, made lucid remarks on the subject, The meeting was well
attended, and it dispersed with a vote of thanks to the chair

. We offer our hearty thanks to the members of the Chemistry
staff who are ; eenly interested in our Sosiety, We welcome in our
midst, the two new Research Scholars in Chemistry, Owing to our
Practical Class falling on Faturday after the College hours, we are
unable to hold meetings of the Society very frequently, However, it
is fervently hoped that the enthusiasm of participaters will continue
to last,

ABDUL Bari KaaAN -
Secretary,

B L |
Report of the Historical Society.

We have bad three siftings of the Historical Society of our
College this session including one special meeting held. on the 13th
November where Babu Pravat Kumar Mukherjee, an ex-studeat of
our College, read a paper on “Original Moghul farmans concerning
Orissa’’ based on his research work, The meeting was presided by
Professor N, K. Sanyal and was well attended bystudents, Professor
N, C. Banerjee and Professor G. S Das were also present in the
meeting, The second meeting was held on the 21st October 1933
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COLLEGE NOTES.
he

With deep sorrow we record here the untimely death of
Babu Haridas Dutt M. A, B. L, who was drowned while bathing in
the Kathjori river, He officiated for sometime asa Law Lecturer
in our College,

*
% *»

Professor Sarada Kanta Ganguli was on leave for nearly a
montH because of ill health —~We are glad to see him back among us
and restored to his former health,

L
L 2R

College athletic sports were held, as usual, on the Darbar Day.
Our young athletes gave us exhibitions which were quite upto the
mark. Students mustered strong inspite of the bogey of an examina,
tion haunting them, We bhad the houour of having Lady Macpherson
among us to give away prizes,

*

Members of the College staff were at home to Mr, Ramananda
Chatterji, the Editor of the ‘Modern Review’ in Professors’ Common
Room, o

#**
Babu Debendra Nath Rath an ex-student of our-College has

secured an appointment as Inspector of Excise and Salt,

*
#* ¥

We are glad to announce that Dr, Paranjpye of the Lucknow
University is expected to address the Old Boys of the College on the
Commemoration Day (27th January 1934),

*s '

The Historical Museum of the College has now been housed

in Room No, 10 of the Main Arts Block of the College,
* %

Two rooms are being added to the Hostels and work is
briskly progressing.

e
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Soon after various experiments were carried out by eminent scientists
and it was found that atoms of hydrogen were the lightest of the

known stubstances, Thus inception of'the modern era in chemical
science is chiefly attributed to his proposal of atomic theory,

Again in the last decade of the nineteenth century two dis-
coveries were made that were destined to revolutionise the scientific
thought, These were the discovery of the X-rays by Rontgen and
that of the radioactivity by Becquerel and the Curies,

In a glass tube, specially d evised for the purpose by Crooks,
when electric currents at high potentials are discharged through gases
at a very low pressure (orolmm or lower), charged particles or
corpuscles are shot off from the cathode, Rontgen in 1895 showed
that X-rays, a radiation more penetrating than ordinary light, were
produced by the impact of these particles which were called electrons
each of whose mass was about . that of hydrogen, These
- périiclw are ideatical in nature and in the ra tio of charge carried
to mass of the particles, irrespective of the nature of the residual gas
in the tube, This gave the definite indication that the cathode
particles are a common constituent of all atoms,

Being enlightened by the discovery of X-rays, Becquerel tried
to find out whether phosphorescent substances such as Uranium salts
omit the similar radiations. To his great satisfaction he found that
these radiations also produced photographic actions passing through
sheets of black paper etc and caused the air through whxch they passed
to be charged with electricity.

In course of a few years other radioactive substances, such as,
radium, polonium, actinium etc were discovered and their properties
were studied with great enthusiastz, These elements were found to
give off three different kinds of rays called respectively the X-, B-, and
Y rays. The X-rays consist of positively charged particles of atomic
dimensions and atomic weight 4. Each .of these particles carries 2
unit positive charges. The B-rays cousist of negative electrons
moving with a very high velocity; while Y-rays are X.rays of very
short wave length, Radium by disintegration forms two elementary
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motor car parts ete. There are thousands of young men earning
their livelihood in this way, They constitute one of the finest hard-
working, and intelligent class of the'society, These young men are
now greatly handicapped owing to the imports of cheap machine
parts. Thus in the interest of the middle classes and cottage indu-
stries of the country one must strongly oppose the misguided move
to maintain an overvalued rupee,

Devaluation of rupee will setve another great purpose, itis
wanted to promote the most fundamental object of raising prices
which is the cry of many international conferences, Devaluation of
rupee will not only give protection to our indigenous industries
but it will act against import of foreign wheat and rice,

" It is true that devaluation will affect Government’s financial
position, In fact the Government budget is facing a deficit for the
last two years and a fall in the value of rupee will cause a further
deficit, But the stabilisation of economic resources must always have
precedence over financial conveniences, Moreover the financial
resources of the country would largely depend for their solution on
the economic conditions of the people, on a rise of prices and the
purchasing power of the people

It is high time for the people of the country to study the
currency problem of India which is eating into the vitals of the country,
Overvalued rupee is ruining the trade, industry and agriculture of
the country, If we want to overcome the present troubles we must
think, decide and act cautiously,

SAMARENDRA NATH MITRA
Fourth Year Class,

L T s
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the opportunities which his Alma Mater places before him, He never
thinks that “the opportunity to do mischief is found a hundred times
a day, and that of doing good once a year,”

And then cur ‘Fresher’ thinks he has done away with
discipline once for all on leaving his school, This is another mistake
he commits, College discipline approximates to the ideal of discipline,
namely, that like the bridle in the hand of a good rider, it should
exercige it§ influence without appearing to doso. It is however the
duty of a student not to glip the hands of discipline, just ag it is his
duty not to miss any of the opportunities for self-improvement
founded for him by the College,

J

How many of you, teally, act up to this ? Ask yourselves
honestly, May the New Year begin with yon with the spirit
of a new life and open new visions of happiness for you all,

AMAR SmonH,

ﬁ»@;ﬁr_-_ﬁ'

~ Rupee-sterling Exchange.

(General study)

D

_ {N. B. India is now said to be on the sterling exchange standard. The Indian
rupee i3 now linked to eterling, the name of the English Currency. All foreign
transactions of India are carried on in terms of sterling and not in ferms of rupees,
foreigners pay India in terms of L, s. d. India also makes her foreign paymenis in
terms of L; s, d and not in Indian rupees, One rupee is now equal to 1s 6d, this means
that for one rupee in India we are entitled o 1s 6d in England and vice versa).

The most important problem facing us to-day in India is the
rupee-gterling exchange problem, Rupee is now figed at Is 6d but
there is a demand in some parts of the country to bring rupee to its
pre-war, level at 1s-4d. India will get many advantages if rupee is
fixed at 1s 4d and not at 1s 6d as is at present the case,
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e;nergency, the freedom of speech and association by passing ordi-
nances, “A king is a failure”, wrote Napoleon to his brother }ow,ph
during the peninsular war, “when peoplesay he is & good man® |

‘T shall conclude my speech with one remark which comes ias_t
but is not, on that account,of least importance:~that is,a constitation
can never be a success if it is imposed on a people dissatisfied with

itw Provisions, A constitution must be a product of evolution,

a result of free deliberation among the people. The common place
argument that representative institutious do not take deep root, and’
do not grow if they take rcot, on an oriental 8oil is thoroughly dis-
credited and does not take us far, The Indian constitution is still in.
the transition stage and the white paper proposals do not contem- -
plate to give it a finality; yet, let us hope that the Government of
India Act of the future will represent a real advance and secure the
approbation of at least moderate Indian opinion,

e

3 The New Year.

w2y Jibm—

Life is a prism of My light,
And Death the shadow of my face~ Sarajzm Naidu.

~ The ahove is the quintessence of the poet's conception of Lifg
and Death, and it acquires a special significance on the New: Year's
Day. It sums up the philosophy of life propounded by all the modern -
poets from Shelley down to Yeats, It strikes a note of optimism
amidst the dejection which the sorrows of the world impart to our
souls,. But Youth and Death afe almost incompatible terms and
students think of Life ouly, There is nothing wrong in this provided
they fully grasp what student life is, The central duty of a teacher
a8 we all know, is to encourage loves only and to wuse hates only
as the gardoer uses his pruning knife to remove the rank growth
that wastes the sap of the tree, and spoils its beauty, The sacredl

" duty of a student is, however, to eschew the hates and court the

loves. If he succeeds in doing so, he would grasp the meaning of
student-life ag surely ag be holds the cricket ball in his hands,
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The Judges must be independent of executive control in order to up-

hold undaunted the supremacy of the law, The struggle between crown

and Parliament in 17th Century England amply illustrates the
danger to individual liberty if the Judges are forced from behind to
strain the lawin order to defend the king's prerogative. ‘Liouns they
ave, said no less a man than Bacon, talking of the position of Judges
‘but livns under the throne', This was typical of the time in which he
lived, The independence of the Judiciary (c; the security of its
tenure are well-established in Eugland since the days of the Act of
Settlement {1701),

tl

‘Next, I shall deal with the third group of essentials with
reference to the successful working of a constitution and under this
I give the first place to (1) a scientific party system, It is the
practice in modern states that while oneor more party is in office,
the other is in opposition to it, By a scientific party system I mean
that political parties must be divided not on the score of personal
. considerations but by strict principles to which they must adhere in

-and out of office. The party system is, on the whole, best developed
in England where the liberals and conservatives hold strictly defined
views on the major issues that they are calied upon to face from time
to time while the socialists-have come in with a different programme,
It is to the credit of the English character that it rises above party on
occagions, When the national existence is imperilled the leaders of
parties sever their party ties and form a coalition Government to tide
over the crisis and afterwards go hack to their different camps, The
present national Government with Ramsay Macdonald at the bead is
ag admirable illustration, At one stroke Mrt. Macdonald broke with
the past, dissociated himself from his colleagues and joined the
national Government with a decidedly conservative weightage. More-
ever, the stability of a Cabinet is jeopardised by a muitiple party
system, There are so many parties in the chamber of Deputies that
no Cabinet can rely on the steady support of any single party, In
conseguence no Cabinet lasts even twelve months,

(2) Intelligent citizenship, With the march of democracy the
duties and responsibilities of the electorate have largely increased,
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(5) The right to carry arms, Every citizen of mature age
must have the right in a free country fo carry steel in his person,
If possessed of the required pliysical fitness every young man should
receive military training and equip himself fully so tbat he might
fight for king and country in time of need, if not pursue the military
profession, It is a common place to remark that the defence forces of
a country are exclusively manned by nationals,

(6) Safeguarding of minority rights, The minorities present
a baflling problem to the modern state and no arrangement can bhe.
said to be perfect that does not satisfy the claims of a minority, In a
country like India, for instance, where the problem of minorities is a
little over emphasised, the coustitution must guarantee the preserva-
tion of their language and culture, grapt them freedom of worship
and tolerate the existence among them of social practices that do not
run counter to public morality or public policy,

{7) Eligibility of every qualified person for office, In India
again, in particular, no doubt should be allowed to exist in the mind
of any onie that he is not eligible for any office though he possessed
the regnired qualification. To guote the language of the Queen’s
proclamation (1858) no one ir the Indian Empire wonld be barred
from any office on account of caste, creed or colour provided he had
qualified himself fully for that office,

The above mentioned rights of the individual are sometimes
formally conceded to the people in writing in the constitution itself,
In the constitution of France as well as in that of the U.§, A, there
is what is known as a ‘Declaration of Rights' which sets forth all
personal rights to the satisfaction of the individual, In England, on
the other hand, these rights are not found in any formal statute but
are distinctly recognised by the common law of the land as the result
of judicial decisions in the past, It is worth while in this connectionto
say that,inspiteof an imposing Declaration of Rights,the liberty of the
individual is less preserved in France than in Evgland for in France
a complaint against a public servant, is to be lodged not in the
ordinary Court of law but in a special tribunal, presided over by high

. executive officials, This is what is known as the ‘Droit Admimistratif’.
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joint session of the Senate and the chamber of Deputies who meet not
at Paris but at Versailles and an ameodment takes place as simply as
any act of the legislature. The English constitution is flexible in that

. the king in Parliament can effect momentons changes in it and has, in
fact, effected fundamental changes by an ordinary act of Parliament,
“It can make anything except making a man & woman Or a woman a
man,” cried out Holmes, the Swiss Jurist,

Lord Bryce, in his ‘American commonwealth' expresses his
admiration of the federal constitution on account of its rigidity, for it
cpposes rash and hasty change, secures time for deliberation; it traing
them to habits of legality, strengthens their conservative instinets,
their sense of the value of stability and permanence in political
arrangements, It has tobe admitted that in a federal state, ‘rigidity’
is in fact, a primary condition of existence. Flexible constitutions, on
thie other band, possess in their turn at least one supreme advantage,
They bend, but they do not break,  Admitting easily, perbaps too
easily, of reform, they are on that account the less susceptible to
. revolution, ‘In France,’ said Napoleon I1I, ‘we make revolutions but
not reforms,’ ‘In England we make reforms but -not revolutions,’
(Marriott).

For purposes of convenience I have divided the essentials of a
constitution into 8 groups, the first comprising the basic features or -
the central facts of a constitution, the second relating to the form of
a constitution, and the third dealing with factors essential. for the
suceessful working of a constitution.

First and foremost among the central facts of a constitution is
the rule of law, Every one must be egumal ia the eye of the law,
This is an admitted convention of the English constitution, There
the rule of law means two things: (a) that no man is punishable or
ean be lawfully made to suffer in body and goods except for a distinct
breach of the law established ia the ordinary legal mannér before the-
ordinary courts of the land. (Ridges) (b) That not only is no man
above the law, but that here every man, whatever be his rank-
or condition, is subject to the ordinary law. of the realm and
gmenable to_ the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals. (Ridges)
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~anew channel with a sweet murmur crystal-clear, 'trans,parent and
sparkling. Ibsen found the edifice of Drama all ‘brick’ and left it all
‘marble’, A splendid monument of imitation has been the grand
tribute paid by the world to his hallowed memory,  This is the best
“price an-author can have for his genius and Ibsen had it,

DHARAM DUTT GUPEFA.
5th Year

St

" The Essentials of a constitution. s
The subject on which I have chosen to speak this morning can

easily detain us for hours and I fear I may mot do it full justice,
\mthm the limited time before us.

The 19th Century, and the latter half of itin particular,
may fairly be called the era of constitutions, Most states of the
civilised world since then have been governed by a constitution and
since the movement for ‘charter of liberties’ proceeded from the desire
to cheek monarchical excesses or executive tyranny the constitution
granted was necessarily written, At bottom they were promises in
writing with certain rules for the guidance of the Government in
future on which the people relied as the guarantee of their liberty,
not to be unlawfully invaded by officials in future, Thanks to the
efforts of Disraeli and Gladstone to mention only a few of her premiers,
England was slowly and steadily bailding up a responsible form of
Government, not by means of revolution but by a process of uanbroken
evolution, Franee had once for all dispensed with monarchy and
was trying one consti‘ution after another and the constitution of the
Third Repuplic (1870) has since become permanent. The United States

% Based on the speech delivered by Mr. Hayagriba Panda, M. A, Student Law
Part I Class, in the Law Union on the 4¢h of November 33 with Mr. S C. Chakravart}
M. &A. B. L, Senior Professor of Law, in the Chair,
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the blind forces of nature, He must reveal to others the secret
barmony—the - hidden unity—which runs through the different
discordant forces of the world, Thus whes Drama was benumbed
under such a biting frost, Ibsen came like the west wind and heralded
an emancipation, grand and glorjous, His contemporaries in treating
of the ordinary persons and common place events lowered the status
of the Drama itself, But he, on the other hand raised the ordinary
characters and incidents to an extraordinary dramatic level, He

proved that realism of externals—of envirounents, mander, speech

and the like, placed no limits on the power of the artist to probe

into the fathomless depths of human heart, to search the secrét

nooks of the human spirit, to scale the sunny attitudes of human

aspiration. He extracted the poetry that lurks in life—he unvejled

the strange beauty that is the natural heritage of every soul,—he

brought ont into play the divine spark that burns in every heart.

He could do this only because, he had an intuitive knowledge of the

hutnan soul combined with a technical power to produce characters

that reveal themselves through a spiritual development in perfect

accord with external action and surroundings, He maintaine a
thythm in character and action and exposes the inner spiritual
significance with respect to outward facts. He bores and mines’
underneath the surface of life into passious and motives, In his plays
we always ascend to some higher point from which we can make a

better survey—take a fuller view of the facts, We no longer feel
ourselves lost in the multiplicity and exuberance of leaves but obtain
a clear complete idea of the wood itself. The catalogue of bare facts
is transformed into a beautiful Idyll, Thus Ibsen did the same

service to Drama as rendered by Wordsworth to Poetry, He wasa
Zola with a genius for the stage, In his hande the Drama became a

;trumpet’ of mighty strength from which he blew notes solemn and
sonorous, ‘

Dramatic art for him was not so much a delightful play as ati
;inexorable duty. He found it necessary on his part to awaken those
o Jolled on the soft pillows of traditional opinions and conventional
als-to startle those who were lost in “the false reams of cistoms'
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The duty of the Superintendent of metals was to carry on the .
manufacture of copper, lead, tin, Vaskrantaka, arakuta, (brass), Vritta
Kamsa, tala, and lodkra, and other products from ores,

It is thus plain that mining and allied' operations could not

be left out as rudimentary. Mining processes were quite good and
well regulated as could be wished for, making of course an allowence

* for the then conditions and environments. It seems those persons -
who devoted their attention to it possessed no small power of discri-
mination and perbaps tried to have every thing well organised,
The state of development of the then social Government can very well
be inferred from rules and regulations framed in connection with
them, In the face of these facts it fails one’s imagination to under-
stand the significance of the expession of *childhood of economics” as
applied to the peaple of ancient days, ls it a deliberate white

washing of the facts or does it prove the existence of ignorance of
conditions prevaleat ?

W. P. SaREAR,
M, A (BEecon),

g oL

Ibsen and the Modérn Drama.

P

“Tense and lean, the colour of gypéum
Behind a vast coat black beard Henerick Ibsen.?

Progress is a baffling enigma—a strange riddle, Millions._; come
add many try. But the golden doors yield not. Time flows on. Then,
Heaven-i8 pleased to send a man of gedius, He is the custodian of
the magicsecret, He gives a gentle push merely, A faint creak and
lo [ the gates stand wide open, Thus humanity enters into another:
chamber of civilisatioa, : :
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Government, and no one conld be allowed to.take liquor out of the
shops. # Within the shops they were well protected, i. ¢, to say, even.
when they lay intoxicated in the shop rooms, their possessions could
remain secure, In case anything was lost, the merchant was to
make good the loss, It was guite possible in'such cases for some
persons to spend beyond their means. To detect them spies were
posted in the shops and such persons were ordered to be arrested

_ ontside the shop.

The sale price of liquor was fixed and undersale was not
allowed, The use of bad liguor was generally prohibited but it was
allowed to be given to slaves and beasts, Though the traffic was
well regulated, the public, however, on special occasions were allowed
to manufacture for four days on payment of certain fees,5 Kautilya
was-very particular in mentioning revenues due to the king, The
Superintendent was to collect the daily fees and 5 p. c. toll from
dealers, and after the day’s sale proceeds, he was to fix the vaidkarana
due to the king,

(E) Mining Operations,

Kautilya divided mines in two classes, viz. ocean mines and
land mines, Their respective Superintendents were expected to be
experts and properly qualified as would appear from the pature
of duties: they had to perform, In sddition to them there were -
other persons as Superintendents of salt, metals and mint, who had
other duties to execute as would be seen presently.

Before entering-into details it might be mentioned here that
mines were held to be very important as they were the source
of all kinds of metals, Accordingly mining operations and manu-
facture of metals was communicated to be centralized, “The Govern-
ment should keep as a state monopoly both mining and commerce

. * “Liquor ghall be gold to persons of well known character, in such small
quantities as one-fourth or half-akudumba, one kudumba, half & prastha or one
prastha. )

§ Bpeoial ocqagiong'BB festivals, fairs and pilgrimage,
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.with those wommen who had come only-—to have their spinnings
exchanged for payment of wages.

(B) Forest Industries

The atility of forests was recognised. They were considered
from many points of view as-—for adequate supply of different sorts
of timber, for the use of elephants, and also as a political measure for
shelter or defence,

A Superintendment was in charge of forests for preservation
and collection of forest -products, It was also his duty to ‘start
productive works in forests! and to carry on “the manufacture of
all kinds of articles which are necessary for life or for the defence
of forts”

Kautilya bad given almost an exhaustive list of forest
products, which he had classified in several groups, The groups are
as follows ==

(&) Trees of strong timber,

(b) Group of bamboos,

(¢) Group of creepers,

(d) Group of fibrous plants,

(e) Those yielding leaves,

(fy Those yielding flowers

(g) Group of medicinal herbs—
{b) Poisons,

(i) Skins of animals.t

{C) Armour .

The importance of armoury was ever recognised and
Kautilya was very particular to mention that ‘experienced workmen
of tried ability would only be employed for manufacture’, It was to
be upder the direct authority of the Government and a Superio-
tendent was placed in charge of supervision and control,

{ For details—See Arthasastra—Book 11, Chapter XVII,
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Industries and State Monopolies in
Ancient India.

The economic thoughts of Kautilya resembled those of the
Mercantilists more than those of the Physiocrats or of the advocates
of the lafsses-faire doctrine, It might be true that Kautilya did not
advocate in so manv words as they are now being done, but in essence
they were all same in another garb, Kautilya required the state as a
corporate body to conduct and regulate important industries. In
~ doing so he had perhaps in his mind an idea of “fair price” on the
part of merchants, manufacturers and labourers. This state control
wag again desirable from the revenue point of view. Herein lies the
idea of the ultimate welfare of the society, and that merchants or
manufacturers might not take advantage of the weak points of the
society, This was well guarded against and the interests of the
society were always taken into comsideration in every sphere of
activity, In these circumstances the remark that“..,.w......considera-
tion of the subject with a view to the economic interest of the whole
society was scarcely possible,” carries no value whateverand convey
a wroog conception in respect of the economic nnity of ancient days.
Similarly it is no defence to say that the then reople “were in the
childhood of civilization” and had “child economics,” (¥)

The following importantindustries and Goverrment monopolies
might be examined :—

(A) Weaving
(B) Forest Industries
(©) Armoury
(D) Liquor
-{B) Mining operations and manufacture,

(*) Vide Introduction for the quotations
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extensive education in the University of life. Even as regards
degrees and examinations there is in many places—I do not say in
the University of Patna—a desire to make the attainment of a degree
too easy, thus lowering the value of the degree itself, It is worth
serious copsideration whether all those who join a University are
really capable of profiting by the education that is given there and
whether the success of a University should not be judged more by
the quality than the number of the graduates that it turns out. The
graduates that the country wants are men who have learnt the art of
using their ratiopal faculties, who know how to acquire knowledge
{rom books, who thoroughly grasp the fundamental principles of the
subjects they study and who, if they are students of science, realise
the importance of the methods of scientific investigation and are
firmly convinced that correct results are only to be obtained by means
of suitable experiment and observation and that a mind invariably
open to receive vew ideas and revise old ones is the essential charac
teristic of the scientist. The graduate whom the country can well
do withoutand whose education has entailed a mere waste of money
and energy is one that has only aspired to obtain his degree by
sisoply cramming the notes dictated by his teachers, who has not even
read the books prescribed for his study by the University, to whom .
the use of reference books is guite unfamiliar, who does not love
books and cannot make use of a library, and to whom education
means simply an intensive exercise of his memory, , If anywhere the
extension of higher education has only led to an increase in the
number of this latter class of graduates, then it is time to consider
some means of improving them or even of closing the doors of the
University against them, '

Graduates of the Patna University~1 c¢opgratulate you
all on the completion of one important chapter in the
history of your life and I add my special felicitations fo those to
whom your Chancellor has awarded medals and prizes or who have
otherwise distinguished themselves in their academical career, As I
have said before, it would be a mistake to think that your education
has now been completed. 1t has only attained one stagé but it must
continue throughout your life, Your alma mater will always watch

=
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like those organised by My, Brayne in the Punjab and Mr, Devadhar
and his colleagues in Bombay, and so eloquently advocated in recent
days by the Governor of Bombay, call insistently for workers, It isa
pity to see 8o much available man power lying unused when so much
work is to be done, The workers canonly geta. living wage but
that is better than eating their heads off in idleness and ‘mental,
and often even physical starvation, Then again there are a certain
number of our educated men who have fair landed estates of their
owa but are content to let them out and are themselves seeking
employment elsewhere, If such cease to be absentee landlords and
live on their land, cultivating at least a part of it themselves, they
will naturally be the real leaders of the people and we shall hear less
of landlords claiming special political privileges as sof disant leaders

~ while spending their whole time in luxury in towns or even abroad,

their only concern with land being to get their rents duly collected,
The growing migration of educated persons to townsis an evil re-
cognised all over the world, but it is peculiarly grave in our country

“where about eighty percent of the population is raral. The largest

numbers of our educated men still bave some connection with villages
but in a geueration or two it will have practically disappeared. The
leaders of the people with the encouragement of a government res.

msible to the people must seriously consider this problem and solve
it before it is too late, _

To those who take up work in villages a few words may be
usefully addressed. If they think that itis a kind of employment
similar to that in an office or a factory, they are making a grievous
mistake, Work there would be of a different nature and requires an

amonnt of tact, sympathy and consideration for others, But there

should be no appearance of patronage or dictation. The villagers,
even though uneducated, are intelligent enough to weigh the quality
of a man aud to distingunish the real missionary froma mere careerist,
While a gradual attempt shonld be made to teach them better ways
of living, @ sense of the practically possible must be always present
in the mind, New methods of cultivation and improved marketiog,
and better ideas of social life should oniy be gradually introduced, ay
the people are naturally conservative, Above all a village worker
must keep clear of factions among the villagers and should acquire| the
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good luck that was the fortunate lot of those who went in for English
edncation sixty yvears ago, The case for higher education rests on the
fact that it makes men and women better fitted for any role that
they have to play, that it makes better men and better women who
are able to act as leaders of the people about them, and that in these
days it is impossible for a country to attain its proper rank among
the natjons of the world unless there isa certain proportion among its
people who have a well developed intellect, who can take wide views
on affairs and whose horizon is not limited to their immediate
surroundings, It has been f{ound that evenin distributive trades a
well traired.graduate with a good general education soen outstrip in
_efficiency a man wWho bas been apprenticed to his particular job from
his early years., And graduates must get rid of the idea that they
are fit for octnpying any post witbhout some special training, Such
training is of course necessary in every case though for well-educated
people its period will be much shorter, The extent of iheir rise will
depend upon their own effort but they must not grudge this petiod of
apprenticeship, Just as the human embryo has to pass, though very
rapidly, through the stages of an invertebrate, a fish and other
amimals before being born to the dignity of man, so also must the
gradnate pass through all the stages from the very lowest before he
can hope to rise to the heights of which he should be capable, If heis
nnable or unwilling to pass through these necessary stages, he cannot
blame his education for his want of success, I have in my mind the
cases of some of my pupils whom I was able to recommend fo some
millowners, Some of them disliked the early stages where they had
to take their coats off and work with soiled hands like & manual
labourer. They gave up in the very beginning after a few days
and are to-day probably among the unemployed graduates or at
best low-paid school teachers against their will, Some others, on
the other hand, stuck to their job and have risen fairly high in their
line, The force of circumstances is leading to the gradual abandon.
ment of the idea that certain classes are only meant for intellectual
or clerical work and that manual or mechanical work is something
of a degrading nature, In these democratic days all tmust have
equal opportunities, All work must be regarded as honourable and
noble, and the only thing that is dishonourable or ignohle is selfishnesy
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sities of the world not only by continuing their work of dissemina-
tion of knowledge already in existence but by making their own
contribution to the store of world’s knowledge. For this purpose it
is necessary to utilise all our resources in the best and most economical
way, and & system in which Colleges giving higher e¢ducation are
scattered all over the Province is surely unsuitable, A concentration
of teaching ability in one, and later on in two or more centres, is
obviously called for, A single College in one centre cannot afford to
~ have a group of teachers in one subject and the teachers lose the
great advantage of contact with allied spirits and tend to become
mechanical lecturers without being brought into touch with the most
recent developments and having no opportunity of receiving help,
comment or criticism from their equals, Moreover the work of
research in these days is impossible without a good library with up-
to-date periodicals and books and the resources of one College are not
able to secure this advantage to its teachers, In this general state-
- ment I do not desire to ignore the good research work done by several
teachers even under difficult conditions but from the national poin of
view we must not make their work harder than need be, To my mind:
therefore, the future Indian University is bouad to be of the unitary
type. Itis not likely that any Universities in India can arise which
~ are of the type of Oxford or Cambridge which are suf generdis in the
world, and the type we should aim at is that of the provincial
Upiversities of England or the Universities .on the Continent and
America, The many well-equipped educational institutions in Patna
_can all be put under the control of the University and be made its
various branches; but for turning out better and more extensive work
larger resources will have to be placed at its disposal both by Govern-
ment and by the wealthy public-spirited people of the Province
The intellectual needs of other centres in the province should he
met by some arrangement by which during vacations or holidays
short intensive courses of a popular character ate given by University
teachers specially deputed to those centres, But we must not give
way to the intelligible but unpractical desire of various localities to
have some collegiate institutions of their own. Such a course of
" action will waste the limited resources available for higher education
and will also tend to lower intellectual standards.
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An outsider speaking before the Patna University can hardly
fail to be reminded of the glories of the ancient monastic University
of Nalanda which is said to have sheltered at a time ten thousand
pupils, who were being trained as religious and moral teachers for
all parts of India, The zeal that drew these young men to Nalanda
.in those days when travelling wasso difficult can certainly be
‘imitated in these days even though the subjects of study may have
- changed a great deal; and the munificence, both on the part of the
rulers and the wealthy class, which made it possible for this large
number to be fed, housed and taught, apparently without the pay-
ment of any fees, deserves to be emulated, though it can hardly be
equalled even by a Carnegie or a Rockefeller, One may be permi-
tted to hope that Patna University will, at no distant date, rival
this ancient seat of learning and attract students from all parts

of the world as Nalanda is said to have done over two thousand
' years ago, i

At the present motment indeed the organisatic;n of the Patna
University as a mere examining body controlling instruction in affilia-
ted colleges is poles apart from what Nalanda must have been,
Nothing would be more instructive to me as the Executive and

_ Academic Head of a University than a look at the Calendar or Hand.
book of Nalanda University if such a thing existed in those ancient
days, I would eagerly look for elucidation of several guestions

-which 1 am myself called upon to consider almost every day and with

“which you of the Patna University have also to deal, What were the
courses of study and the periods of study ? Were there any degrees
granetd ? How were the teachers appointed and on what terms? -
Were any fees charged for tuition, board and examinations ? Were

- there any vacations or holidays? Was there any vocational education?
How did the pupils maintain themselves after leaving the University
and was there any problem of unemployment among Nalanda
graduates ? What control did the King or his Ministers exercise over
the University ? In what language was the iustruction given? Did
‘the students take an absorbing interest in the politics of those days ?
Had they any organised sports or other means of physical training ?
Were there any communal difficulties hetween the Brahmans, the
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Origsa stands on a different footing from the other provinces,

The people of Orissa are really pcorer than the people of the neigh-
bouﬁng provicees, The province is mainly agricultural, but-even the
cultivators are impoverished by the liability to floods which cause
tremendous loss every four or five yeats over a large part of the pro-
vinge. There is no trade or industry to fall back upon and the little
that is, is monopolised by the Marwaris and the Cutchi Memons who
have penetrated to the interiors of Orissa. Every Za¢ or market place
of importance has its Marwari broker wko practically controls the
export and import business and spends the profit in various ways
which do not materially benefit the people of the soil, In the neigh-
bouring provinces there are rich landlords who make. princely
endowments for the cause of education, but in Orissa, the Garjat
chiefs and rulers are now, in a way, separated frcm the people of the
new Province and it is very doubtful whether there would be any
large benefactions from their side for the cause of education, Apart
from these chiefs there are also big landlords, but barring one or two,
" the others are not in a very affluent conditioh and it isidle to look
up to them for help or assistance, This poverty will very probably

stand in the way of the establishment of fullfledged Medical and

Engineering Colleges and will curb the activities of an ambitious

University in many ways, Moreover the Loys to be educated are

‘generally unable to pay for the luxury of high cducation for a long
period and so some way has to be found by which education can be

made cheaper and yet become more efficient than what it is at present,

We have then to think of ways by which our boys may be able to

avoid a purely literary education which has proved so baneful in

.Bengal and how the machinery for education should be so set in
‘motion as to harmonise with the environments of their own home,

. We have to see how best the culture of ancient Orissa will be preserv-
ed and taught to the people and at the same time provide them

with an education which will enable them to compete with the

students of other Universities in all walks oflife, Ina way we must

set about to find ways and means of evolving a cheap but efficient

machinery of which our boys can take full advantage and which will

not maake them narrow and onesided in their out-looks on life. The

-~ huilding, the officers, the paraphernalia will be there no doubt, but we
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